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Both in Enyland and Wales, 
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Goods, before, or ra hn fir © | 
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creat wick 
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Dedic ate their Books 
to Princes, and Nebles, to obtain their 
Patrapage, and to gequire their Fa- 
wour.,, ar foprgcurefome Profit, and 
yp ESE themſelves thereby : 
| * "(though too oftento attain their ends, 
| conf He guilt of chav fr did 0dus 
Tings 2} thongs fir ty:Declicate 1his 
WK pr Rice ſe- | 
TOY 910 rengs £07 44s Jer Pur OWn- | 
wad defrag ng Mts ſpall be judged 
Me 08 Omer "ringer upon jt, 
and it's all the profit I ſhall expett 
from it ; for I bave not propounded to 
ay ſelf v7 =reorrec or advantage 
- bytepubleſbing thereof. \ * 
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fo degree, for Jour ſupport 
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"Zhong h many have writ well, and 
ſubftantiath of Hofer in the goms+ 

rel; yet I know none that haws tre#t- 

ed of this Parzicular Subje# (except 

in ſome Collateral way: whieb now'T 

| do.' For had it been already: afont, 1 
vol not | have \ therein 


ing my ſelf unable to add (by way 
7 ir an, unondaeny ) to th 


% rat fa nork bedcome into the 
"3 worldmoreft and polifbed;andt1bot 
it were '{o elaboraxe that. none might 
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ent ac when. a mon i _ 

ceading: by i 

ar ano anil {0 Is ereduter = 
M nones ſorbis Conjundture; when 4 
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EE. thelr Godds { that it mndybe Wei 
”  without/uccumbency, and ſinking: to 
fland nder the buraen ; or with wn 
date, and campoſed temper of min 
bear the ſame )) a few truths (th 
crudely, and -indigeſiedly delivere - 
 cencerning the mo$} Excellent Sub- 
ſtance in. anatber world may be better. 
than none, beth for their Conſolation, 
nd Suftentation 
\ What \{ bave done, had in: a very 
bithe time bathitsConception & Birth, 
which. makes it more without Form; 
and it may be, expoſe me to gn: Cen 
ſures for too much raſhneſs, and incon<«. 
| whuny But being Alarum'd by 
Eryes. of Wrong, apofice ices 
cad Conelt Cſuch as mo}, H 
would abbor,) that .you labor ad 


groan under, | waz reſolved to incur 


” the danger thereof, rather. than take. 


b | m— its Ga: 16 pela to: © 
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the Onda was 6 rod Ba preparing 
too many Spirits moos par | 
aint. ' 
: What Common. iC ſuch "a5 
#hiverſal bumane Ks con ſents to) 
is inthe Late Ai againit Conventi- 
ch; and. bom: agreeable. it is 10 the 
Fundaminitol\ Lows of our Nation, 
and the Lams\of the _ hy 


fator ( Gud. Wage —_ 
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 » Some of you have bad your fland- 
ap Corn, ſome your dwelling Honfes,: 
106r Work 7ools, your wear ingdppars- 
32s jour ery food ſeig/d,and oe" 
d. Sons ;ohong: have bad your. 
ruſe r Mad) ah-/ropeyed of all thut 
T1, of, you Hebs. 
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go ys 1 woe = 
ficers to: 407 All hich ( with many 
more things that might 


t be es. 


ted, and ſpecified ). are to 
demonitrate to the world how injuri- 
ouſh; and mer algeh, you are lealt 


Think a 


wad and ni a 
and what furies ard experience 
| tells you. If youSue L_—_ Cay 
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ane 7 kei at with 
tbe Fophet you may complain '( after 

. alle ws es hea E ha ;-aw? 
Juſtice ſtandeth a far off, and-Equity 
canndr entcr,. {/a. 59. 14. And. with 
theFoet, — tearas Atria reliquit. 

' From whence all this wrong, and 
wiolence proceeds you well know. Were 
 theergwn. cruel a5. the Mitre 0 
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you mayſuſfer ſow thoſe Ie ther: 78 on 
{nga mrncy ago 
for tra 
from theni, endate and conquer then 
all from the' fore-views of the:future 
ihmortal Glory, from be rope of 
this coun Subftance. gh ws 
coxrageto takg\jnyfully; not only t 
woe er \bur your Lives 
alſo. 1 wma iS 2 
-1 never expefi that thoſe _—_ are 
fuch-ircompaſtionate' and 


of you'wew (whit 
IF ibrieg move"im; whet her Mages 
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"ſhall 406 blbfſand; nei- 
the\Figlds (hall. yield ' no meat 3 the 
Flok (hail beaut\ed from the:Fold, 
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CAB; Let tHerrrDagrks 77 rt= 
ed; and con: forted from the.expedfati- 
on of this Bexton\afd ndaring. Subs 
[0s Ser pr OI, 4 deve 
comes bdt h.into'the City and'\Conmtrey, 
eng.many..of tbe Heirs of Heawen' are 
God teacheth them by bis Prypiglences 


ever).aup,..t 
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Breaſtof C a pregnant Ho- 
ney=camb of Sweetmeſs to all vibe | 
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. [hnow'tbere are; many Miniſters in. 
thete Nations who hove fuffere, 

loſs of their Geods ( not+ for a ſallen 
peeviſh bumor as many..are þ { 
charg themſeverely with, ang calumi- 
nate them for 'but for Conſcience ſake; 
G /[ acknowledg theſe men much moxe 
Worthyapd Learned than my ſelf,and 
that their Parts and Abilities would 
bave fabriated a much-more curious 
and amiable Piece ( for tbe honor. of 
thot Cauſe for which they ſuffer) an 
this is, and { beartily: wiſh ſome. ane 
ofthem bad ſeeſonably ddne, that ſo it 
might have com: abroad intq the world 
ine better dreſs, with fewer dejebis, tr 
imper felons, l:ſs crude ( immature, 
and ſo might bave been food ſuited to 
tbe mos} Critical, Curious and Gene- 
rous Palates. That it1ignot embelliſþ- 
ed and enriched with the Gold of 
Geprncs er pen renderd _— 
avie and pleaſant. with ma t 
Flawers, that it is ngt beaucified with 
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the Ormaments of » various: Readings 
oitt'of Fathers and SchovImen, ang 
Claſſtck: Authors, the many" Avocati-" 
s"that I have had from my Studies" 
T0-mygreat grief ) muſi ny 4 an Apo- 
pie, and plead exruſe, having not 
known for above ten years ( by reaſon 
of" 'nlmo$t conflant and - unceſſant 
ftoFms have beentoft and hurried up 
ah down with, though bleſſed"be God 
tot for Wickediieſs | ſcarſe what it's 
toc®nrverſe\with my Books, and yet [ 
and ſearce” arrived at declining years; 
or Come to withering and wrinkli 

01d pe: But however,” if any ftheſ 
Raiebful Ser ants of Feſus Chrift ſhall 
boiorme (> far as to ca$t anveye upon 
mytbecil-Labours,or read them tho= 


70w. carneftly wiſh. God Almighty may | 


b&vſs the ſarmetothem;, and maks (45 
many times he 46th weak means" ef- 
Yenzl 19 accompliſh n moſt high, and 
zoble end (ubotinat*.\ro the Glory 
rbunſelf wiz. ther ſtedady, mon 
3 e, 
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| Bf able, and uninterruptech'courſe; nth 
motions in the way of br uth and Holis 
neſs ( wherein {an fullyatisfeed tbey* 
\ & are).that their Retraceftons and New: 
fetions from ſo. good and honorable 
Cauſe may be prevented notmititand- 
ing the higheſt degree, and longeſt du-) 
ration of their Trials and Troubles, © 
 &| - { know ſome \ may TI 6-rhy 
| | (cofangly ſay, what need-i5 there for 
. Bf theſe Nonconformists to: read:ſurb ia: 
f | Subjed for their encouragement; What 
; | Have they lofi? do they notlive better, 
; || and more plentifully- than ener. they. 
 B did? This bs uſual ani. frequent lan- 
| | guage diff us' dthroughEngland, and. 
| other places c towhich it may: briefly 
BE berebled, there: is no thanks \dueto' 
\ | thoſe that affert it for:"2be ſame. 
; | Havent" they, and their party taket 
I tbe;mofd effetual coutſe, and neans 
' {| rbercould taftarne, und famiſh thoſe 
eboye mentioned. They ſhened them; 
n0t;/a much mercy..as was foemed. to. - 
FI C 2 them _ 4 
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The Epiltle. 

them inthe late times of Uſu 
For they tear away all from them, wee 
lowing them not the fifths of their Be- 
—_—— (-as then was, whether ſmall | 
Sr” )-not ſuffering them to t:aob 

{, to get bread for aber Wives 
Children, not to live in, or came with- 


in ftve miles of a Corporation, or place 
= they had preached, to cut them 


off from all relie a: not to wy pri- 
wately to their Þ riends ( by one Law 


if ho were above five, by another if 
above four,ty above the Ape of 16. the 
tron Toke whereof many have ſuffict- 


' ently felt)a Cruehy ws elt not under 
the Government of es gp it's acknow- 


ledped were Tyrants Gf/apers #For 


ſeveral of them had their Conwenti- 
6les | ( ſore wher dof conſiſted of conſi- 
drrable Numbers, witneſs tht Ganazy 
Howe: iz the Strand, privatety*and 
peaceabh. {t's Notoriouſly known that 
pofe-very men who in thoſe tines were 
ejected for mofi oq_ny Sears; 


9! as 
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4 Drunkeniteſs, Uncleannift, Sweet> 
inp; Sabbath-breaking, m_ ; 


\ | rance o'large Catal, 6an 
| | beet produced) ba woe 

| | favor ſbewed them, than theſe "Men 
that cannot be pr ty of ay 
ſath things, not were they tbe Cri 
layed to their charge, for which-y 
were laid dfide. It's known, and” 
be proved that ſeveraÞof the more' fo+ 
ber Epiſcopal Miniflers, or if you will 
( a5 they term themſetves) Priefls, 
though they were ca$t owt of one Benie= 
fice;they were 'put into the poſſeſſion of 
anotber, 0 that ſomtimes of e io E 
fits, and if not fo, yet what did 
thema pee Line lhod Suſe 
\- | Itrean never be proved Cthoit's 
quently aſſerted ) that rb mite 
and bowe1hſs uſage is Lex raliohis; the 
L aw of Reraliation; 5"for futb\Laws 
were muer mae apdin abbeons) 46 
been b3theiy ers ixabieon 2 
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Agd ift erewere any /ieb Laws then, | 
they: wire" eigber good_or-'evil; «ifthey 
were goo, why do they condewa thems 
ifrbo. mere evih,. why douhy imitate 


__ ba ſaid that futh Fries py f 
that were accounted Fathers of 
Church, begg 'd in thoſe times their 
pour bad: fearce iloaths to cover: 
tbeir. Nakedns,4 ſbelter. tbem from: 
tbe Storms 4nd. Cold, travel'd up i 
dawn a: foot, and badſearge. beds to lie 
upon, and that, ſome of them dyed for 
want.; - whereas\tbe . Nonconformists ' 
are full fed; their-Cheeks are plump 
(thougb few, or none of their Noſes be 
very. red and fiery, their, Faces.Cex- 
cept what's octaſioned by natural in- 
| Þrmities. and. diftempers- |" \of 8. ae 
- Scarlet gje; or leokmed} Ply 
3 aff they werewaſh' and ſiteptin 7 
Sanguinejuice, or blood of theGs ape 
' theix Apes and looks briskiond = 
ly, they -wear good Cloaths, and ride 
0d good | 
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ed, that one in or mmy"f4 

were duced ro\feeÞ ſcare 

was their initemperante? the Ao 
five drinking, being ſwork je nd 
Pots of good ile; uni Bottles of W 
and indeed moſt of what" 
Saorificed! the 4 to Ba 
ſometimes to Veitus (4 which Te _ 
dior anl dfin' up WP Ocean of 
Treafure, and” anſums val Moun- 
tains of Gold ant” Sile# ) but thoſe 
that were not guilty of futÞ beftial 


| lrves and converſations, but were men 


of priat Sobriny\and Civilnty, and 
a Tufered furh went”; it ſbews that- 
God did not the that tare df thent 
thet now he-dorh of others, and that 
there-in0t fo me much*Religion { which 
makes mens bowbls tender, td their 
_ diffuſive and bm tobe 
:damong the'Sons 
of (he Chut chav andy ehd/v8 T wo ry yur 


r= Ht mags 


ag” # > Tab F $e-* 


h: ( though Kjwinſy) branded 
MCI wel ® 1 
| 7 -entifully now they: 
iy wag ey eve of ſence, and. 
reſeen when they voluntarily 
livelyboods: and Benefices, 
= than make Nanjrage, @Ship- 
\ frag and a good Conſttence. 
they did_not ' then conſuld 

= and blood, or a like men 
whoſe Sottls are under the Domittion of 


their Senſes, for theſewou(d —_—_ 


argue, and plead ago inſt their pr 
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ice, againſt their Nenconformity, tek} 
ting them the many, difficulties (go 
firaits and hardſhips they. muſt e 
themſelves to paſs thoxop, and m 
their lives miſerable ' and mew 
with. Unſanflified © Reaſon -Cwhith 
always oppoſeth the Interest of God in 
the world when © abftr from s| 
_— TH never rs for this, 
' or pals an obative 1 —_ 
it. Such Sai wo ſpun ; 
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The E pill. 
and then « ates ( ho wnſt be go. 
neroufly and nobly. treattd, aud ho 
beeauſe. ſbe-is Marilh light; mw/t be 
made Phyſically beauy 3-1 6 
menting,in & private receſs; fas pretty 
Miſs, (who though a brautifal, yet s 
chargeable Creature; forthefe are the 
tnſatiably voracious Barathrams z. -the 
deep Ditcbes and: Pits that abſarpand 
fallow up oll; the Links that devour 
whatever is ſacrificed ta them, whoſe 
' ing lofi confumes more: treaſure 
and wealth than ell a key" the 


Earth. Thei wi CAPE 
$Oe arth.). Ty = 


cloſe and comfortable . i 
£ that which is n#tat al; th 
pant of the ſecret þ Wee A 
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The Epiſtle. 
nally tg them; inthe falnets of their 
ſufficiency they are In ſtraits ; while 
#þ4\ others'by the Danation of bis bleſ- 
forig, \drthe midft of firaits have what | 
& ſuſperent for them: As the Apoſile 
faith ,\ Mn 2.Cor. 6,110, As having 
mNoching;} yer poſlefling all things. 'No 
Joubt thoſe that talk. ſo much of thi 
\Nor-Conformiſts living ſo well, grudg 
them the read they eat, and ſome of 
them are fill'd. with malice, and mad. 
neſs that they are not flary'd; '» An 
eminent inſtance bereof,' we have in a 
Biſhop, \who-when he. went his Viſita- 
tion his Dioceſs, was very inquiſi- 
tive to know how the Non-ConformiSts 
were maintaind, : und 'wbo fi ply'a 
Mem 2: it oarkuinnch of bis end," be 
elaplozediſeveralto ſearch it out * One 
< them when be was uponthe ſcent, \qot 
injr whver to Und land where the 


CGame\ dtd Yis\, comes:\to'a Mi 
- (whoſe learning and-pyres bs 
(6A tu rhe Carntry reve 
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oF” 
lives ) to be- infarmed. of this thing, 
declaring to him that be was COM; 
manded ſo to do by the Biſhop? - 7o. 


whom the MiniSter replies, come, and. 
4 1 will ſhew thee how I live.: Look, into 


this Pot and ſee a piece of good Beef, 
boyling, go and tell the Biſhop 1 live 
by eating ſuch good Beef, q 

Whether the Non-Conformiſts have. 
more or leſs, bleſſed be the Se ſu 
cient,,and All-ſufficient Jehovah, that 
they land not to the merties of their 
Enemies for their preſent | ſuFenafice, 
and comforts:. Let his Name be mag= 
nified and celebrated for ever : Let 
Heaven and Earth be filled with bis 
Praiſes : Let. ſacrifices of thanksgi- 
ving be continually offer'd- up ,.and 
ſongs. of the higheſt gratitude and 
thank fulneſs cortinually poured forth 
unto” bin; that they are-not neceſſt- 
tated to beg their bread from-door to 
door, and eſpecially at the. doors of 
their. Enemies, ( oe whereof, have 
8} BP er E- 
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heretofore bepy' d their bread at theirs} 
and cans. mea ragkey ring. 
5 


owt for #a9t"of bread,” and no frie 
19 fopney then with it. 
"{ #6-mv1 doubt but the ſame Prin- 
ipte of Relipion which at firs (when 
they could Pave nd rational þ 
of @ livelibood and ſubſtance mm the 
world ): obliged them unto, anil tx- 
gag" d them in vbe way of Non-Con- 
rmity, doth (till, az anotber foul, aft 
the Gener ality -of them amo perpetual 
end conſtantly progreſſcve Motions, 2 
Feat and reſolate perſeverance there- 
Fl and produce _ invincible and in- 
Sexible non-compliance with ( till t 
better — ond clearer eg. 
f the contrary than yet they have 
Hone) an apprebended error andevil, 
 All-the Non-conforming Party are 
not men of ſntaking and fordid Spirits, 
fome art as bigbly and truly generows 
and noble, wstboſe that do moſt Jeba 
and yilifie them 3). and it's wery rl 
es SN 


, 22 ſome, 
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ud ingrateſal | wore tive ifter 

ſome and i unto t. ” aw 

Elcemoſynary manner dependently upon — 
carriage 


which too frequently proſtitutes and 
ther to « contempruous and flighting 
of ſome even ameng their own Party , very 
anbecoming and unſuitable to the notions of 
their Funition, which God never appointed $6 
be either conftituted or [apported by riches, 
to he built upon ſome lofty ( thowgh quickly de- 
and leveld) wMountain and Pyramid of 
werldly dignities and Grandeurs, or the bighef 
coacervation of any earthly fading Glories. 
1] know the Conſideration of this hath beew 
more & temptation ta ſome of them to con- 
form, than all their other ſufferings, or any 
avaritions greedy deſire to accumulate and 
wp thele lower periſbing Treaſures, buy 
confideration of therr auty to God, the fear of 
diſpleafing and diſhonoring him, the re fignation 
of their Wills, not onely to his Penn 
but providentiel Will tobe diſpoſed of by him; 
ans provided for in ſuch a way as he in his infs- 
mite and wnerring Wiſdom thinks beſt end 
for them, hath efficaciouſly attemeper d and 
fram'd their ſpirits hereto, and wrought 4 cone« 
placential acquicſcence in the ſame, whereby 
they ftill conguer the Temptation. | 
But to cloſe up this Diſcow'ſe ( which 1 ſwp+ 
poſe 65 m02 pleaſing to the Palate, nor grateful 
tatbe 'Euthe of everyone) would we be fatinfs- 
lh 44 
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ed with ſome r ational account how theſe Now- 


canformiſts came with ſo muchPrompttude and 
Readineſs, with ſo much Alacrity ana Cheer. 
fſulneſq to forſake their Benefices, and preſent 
Livehhoods ; when Senſe and carnai Reajou 
could make no diſcovery of, and way wherem 
they ſhould be provided for : I (ball only briefly 
offer. this ; that as they were men that nad 
Preacht up frequently, and zealouſly preſt and 
arg dothers tolive by Faith ( 4 life ſo widyfied 
and contermn'd by, and unknown ( a5 to its ex- 
cellency and uſefulneſs) unto many, yea the far 
greateſt part of the World ) ſo that they would 
bereby give « clear demonſtration that they 
could live upon their own Dottrine, that they 
were no ſtrangers to this moſt ſweet and ſure, 
and noble conquering life. That they have their 
ows ſouls principled with that faith which is 
The Subſtance of things hoped for, and.the 
evidence of things not ſeen. 7 hat they can fix- 
edly depend upon, and copfidently truſt the in+ 
finitely who knows boaw,the Almighty, and All> 
ſufficient , who can and is able, the moſ 
merciful and faithful God who will cer+ 
Fainly take care of, and provide for them. By 
this Faith can they ſuck in the exuberant ſweet- 
neſs of his moZþ precious promiſes. Aud would 
you farther know how they came ta find ſo many 
bountiful Friends and Benefattars ;' {mary tell 
Whu,one. regſou is. Gods bleſſing bis —_— 
*. \ Do ” 
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PuXrine which they Preach, making it thke 
place in the hearts of ſo many whith begets a far- 
vent and pure love towards them; aud like+ 
wiſe His T ruth,which obligeth hins ſo envinnent- 
ly to fulfil that Promiſe ( which is worth more 
than all the Crowns, and King doms in the 
worla ) Mat. 19. 29. with many others that 
are their choi/eft and chiefeft (ordials, as Plgl. 
37-.3, 19, 34+  Plal.. 33-18, 19. Job 5. 22+ 
At deſtruction and famine.ſhalt thou laugh. ; 
Hebpe 13+ 5 vonny for: he faid. 1 will nevgr 
leave thee nor forſake thees... + 

Now 1 - hope that yow: to. whom 1 Dedicate 
this Daſconrſe (many of yd being 4 poor 4nd 
an afflicted people -a5. the; Prophet. ſpeaketh, 
Zeph. 3« 12), 45 904 will rejaycern the ſpoil- 
ive of your Goods {rons the. conſideration of this 
excellent Heavenly.Subſtance, ſo you will ve 
above, gnd wot bp diſcouraged with the oppro- 
bries and ablagaies,, the inſolencies and inſults 
tions of all your Enemies, That whatever bg 
their moſt convitiatine language, dirty de- 
tratations, diſhonorable reflexions, ſcornful & 
diſdainfal conculcations of your Good Name, . 
you will not value them, How little ſhould 
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Rhetorical Railery, the Extratts and Quinte. alas | 
ſcence of Billinſgate, 3r4ſb «nd renter , the, a & 
froth and foam of the black-foul-mouth'd Fes, #* 2 
awele Scolds there, ſuckt in and ſpew d again "9m — 


with all the ewvenom'd Darttof A 
© Lid <tc oro ak, 


atical, -_ - $ 
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Malice WE os ain cree Books the 
Authors whereof are theDegenerate Off ſprings 
of pious Parents ) fignifie to theſe who have the 
of this ance, in the poſſeſſion 
whereof they ſhall be Crowned with immortal 
Poſſib after eſent ſufferings you mea 
heve 4 Cabrs, a foring bins, 
ſome intermiſſion of and FIeVances : 
But though this nl bih.ye book and jrpere 
for brew... and Tempefts; black and diſ 
ing clouds and darkneſs ; 4 return with 
»ave and fury of your Torments. Tow have not 
yer refifled unto blosdforTrath.God grant both 
you «nd 1 by this Better, and Enduring Sub- 
tance may be ſo fortifyed and encou aged to be 
feithſul to the Death, that according to Gods 
Promiſe, Rev. 2. none by him have gi- 
wen to us, the ever-flowriſbing wi vonk ge. 
©r0wn of Li e: for which 1bow my knees wnto 
the God and Father of onr Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
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P** 2, line 15, read Emnoloment, p, 3.1 22 -p.4.l. 

14 dele be, P: 2. 1.15.7. 4%. p.14.1.4r.  p. 15.1, 

10.r fabricated.1.14,r, dome it, p.16. 1.20, r,make them.p. 22.1, 

17.r.and paſs. p.24.1.30. 840.p.25.1,14.r.caft of.p.26,1.6.r. 

vioriow,p. 28.1. Lo.dele and. p.34.).5 for Notions, r, Hondur, 
«35.1.6, for end. & |, 13./delc that, p. laſt Lig. r. flewring 
r flowriſbing. 


Page 1. ad abs 4 read jure gays; egrdfads. p. 5. 1. 
10,1, ſciehant,1.11.dele Beza, p.10.1, 2.rwith revewing.p.1 3, 
I. r5, r, obnoxiz.p.14.1.11.r.Pleonaſm, 1.25, exeens, L 28.7, 
ozp\s,p.i 5. 1.12.1. gapdr japalben, p11, 13, r.debilieated. p, 
19.1 11,r.,che,p. 25.].25..r, mv: p.29.1,9.1, precipitations.1 12.r. 


worp. 30.1.13.r.that, p. 13.1.25.r.'thar fouls, p.33,L17.7. 
Hg for heb h. [ 29.r,life. ord y: fey WA 
lated.]. 13.r helping. POW ey ee 44. 
L 5, t. 3 Oggrrmine 65, p45. z.r2a/s.p.43, 12.6 tre fon 
p.56.1.6.r. exulting. p.66.1.11.r, mediately, L19.r.6 oh 
ern 4; Bf3 p.74.1.2.r ſee. p.81.1,2.r.belineſs. 1,3. 
co be, p.83..5.r, thas for thery, p.,84.1.20,r, , p.99-l9. 
for mortal, r. moral. 1.30.r. w. p.192.1,22x.bew to. p. 
101. L 30.add all. p.102.L.3.r. but mof of them, p.1 04.1.9, r. 
valuable, 1. 10, dele which, p.106.1.8.r.cach, p,119.l. 1; 1.this 
for they. p.143.1 5.1. 4neining.p.15 2.1.17., p. 262.1. 
I.r,; will jor. p.163.ha9, to 0 nave Boas p. 165.1. r. 
r. and natare, p.166,1.8.r.to loſe for Chrif. 1.1 2.2.cxiguens. p. 
161, 1,12,r. Prelibations. p. 102, 1, 16. rathey will, L 18.2, 
bim. p.193 14.1, Providences, p. 168.1, Ly eqy- 199.1 
r. & would yew. 1.18, r. were more, p.203,1.30, | nicer 
tes it go, p.203-1.16.dele God, p.205, |, laſt.r,decleravignly, 


1 DI $CO URSE 

- "OFTHE © I's 

- EXCELLENGY” 
OF THE 

; HEAVENLY SUBSTANCE, 

EE TE] 

— £7 


nn & - ww _ '# FEW 3 1c Lt \ 
: x 


Both boturſ full Anat Greek Writers, 
and'alfo divers Latinehave conſtantly ac+ 
— it, as aHothe Su rr 10s 
okthe; Grepk Teſtaments this 
Tit And many learned Dis who 
wm; berg _ Foe laborious in their 
Get + affirm that all 
Gr > ws — th bear this lofcrip- 
iion.-- That Paul was the Writer of this 
Epiſtle, doth farther appear by compa- 
ing) Heb: + 3 to. with: 2 Tim. 4/36, 17; 
whercby it ſeems ___ it to the He- 
1s from Rome 3 when after his art} de- 
4s beſare. the the Emperor Neyae,: he had 
received hope of bisreleaſment:.-and'then 
thought ſhortly to. come 6gain to Jeru/s- 
Jer "with Timethy, to vitit them 3 unto 
wh ich Vike, this E piftle ſeemstobe a pro- 
 logue, - and preparatidd And the Apo- 
Kle Peter, 2 Per. ';, 15 / teltifieth" that the 
:Xpoſtle Pal had written tothe maar 
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ſame. 

The / of this Epiſtle, de he 
the Jews, { who hariogheccived the Gol- 
pel, continued in Jagre before their dir 
iperfion .) whom. be calls Hebrews, be- 
cauſc they were deſcended from Abrahams 
whois called an Hebrew, Gene 4 13«.cir 
ther ſrom Eber, (becguſs, thoſe who .deC 
cended. from him kent-the antient, Lacr 
$u8ges and true Religion of Heber, theye- 

he rather than any of his. Anceſtors of 
the.Poſterity of Eber,, was. called an : He- 
oy or a paar the Hebrew Bot { Gne- 

) fignafyin age > 
caale. he 2 > ny the. River . ip 
ne coming out of («/de« FR 
into {angen The Fews loved to. FS = 
be called by thisName;z Ga 2p! { 


calls them Hebrews.to diltingaiſh oy 
tab Jenni ire Jag 
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þv;'called therefor ved. 
FIANs. are « 'd Atts 6 
1. The Zetive Tranſlation heth' Greece 
rw, but ſaith Dreſ. de Prat. h5. in brum, 
Grecienſium prtice. Nam Gratorum, id of 
inner. Tudei fic diflingacbantur, Tudei'Ph- 
tftins, qui hic 9h ws IVIeantar, Pibriige Ba- 
fake Of Idonige Exton, qui hic Hellenifhe 
fred Gvacienſes.' Hi Grecs Bibliaiw Synego: | 
pis leyebant, & Grace ſciebanticam pechliari | 
dialefto atentes, quam Helleniteans vorand, 
owjws freqneus mentio' in his libyis ; Bera. 
Fallihur enim vir dots qui Helleniftds 
hee ' lovo dici putat 'getiere quidem py0+ 
Jes, fed in F vdzorium gente per cireun- 
cifionem adſcitos. T ales enim nwequam Eve 
by ſeiam, ſed ubique Proſelyti wu 
| wr, & quis hoc nimen' latine pate 
( nam quanvis advenem ws 3 Y* adldeve 
a Jaffitia ant filius f# 


ris occafion of writing tlifs" Diokly 
apdlexrne Epiſtle to the” Hebrews, was 
i. ny, ity, and propetifir y (which he 


they maniſeited by reaſon of thoſe 
Seas of ſufferings which they were - 
upon.; and fearing leaſt they ſhould- by 
the preſent boiſterous tempetts of their im- 
placable Perſccutors violent rage, and vi- 
rulentfury, be driven back to their old C6 
remonial, and Judaical worlbip ( as a ſafe 
harbour to retire to.) he 'ftrennoully in 
this Epiſtle laboureth to corroborgte, and 
confiem thera in- that Faich which they 
had been receptive of, and to excite them 
to ſtand faft in itz That be like 
the immoveableRocks in did of the 


and caraged- billows with the utmoſt of 
their firength attaque/;. and daſh chem- 
{elves them. 
The Apottles mind was very antent, and 
operous, his s mot folicnous, how 
why their dangerous tergiveriations, 
rade motions it. the ways of 

cath. - Sudſervient and Ke eas 
grand defizn, andnoblc end; be uygerb, 
.and-ptoduceth divers. moſt nervous rand 
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6. 
co cndantellancyidl, Chiiſts RR Per- 
ſon.and Offices, eſpecially bis 
Offiics above that of Avr:, from: the 
irtt Chap. to Sogeh wa of the 10th Chap: 
And: having. performed that work with 
ſuch-underiable clearneſs and evittions, 
hd advanceth, 2nd proceeds to cxhortthem 
to 8 fixedne(s, and Redfaftneſs in this 
pounded Doctrine, notwithftanding their 
| fierce,. and fiery trials, and tribulations, 
verſe 23. of this Chap. to make which more 
deeply - impreffive, | he: producerh- a new | 
arguincat-{rom the danger of Apoſtacy 
ſhewing how tremendous. and terrible. ic 
is;/\thati-ſor if argyments: drawn :from the TÞ 
excellency of the former things would nor 
prevail with them, and be-cogent en 
19: hold[faft the profcfiion of their 
and Rand their ground, confieratics 
of the» dreadfulneſs of 'the Tater 
This.yau liave fromthe 26. to the 32. ver: 


leon, and nd Fa z cyen at 
enterraznment,; and reception 

ſen asthe/bright beams :of Goſpel | 
wzze dartedintoubem.  Saichthe- 
dd. you nai eny; when. 90y 
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ſogreata hght, and ſuch wrefflings of af- 

flictions ( maxnl 4dayn varegurirdli wehiud res, 

ſo ischeOrig.) whereby Satanthqughtto o-- 

verthrow, your Faith ;.  Could--you then” 

keep rm looting, and ſtand yo ? 

did ſuch Heroick Spirits then poſleſs you? 

was your reſolution, courage, and, mag-. 

nanimity then ſo, infuperable ?. was your. 

puiſlance then ſuch that you copld con+; 

quer ? How much. more doth it become. 

you now that you are grown up to & more 

adult ftate, and manhood, to have, and 

do this, firmly to ſtand to that Faith 

which you have ſo long profeſſed. Your 

ſouls ſhould now be much more invigora- 

ted and, trengthned to receive the moſt 

wrathſul Charge, and fierce Attaques..of 

Jour Enemies. Without ſhrinking to ftand 
efore all the Batteries of Hell : Withour 

flinching or fainting, to bear u oft, 

and break through all the moſt Mublering 

tempetts in the world ; that ſo at laſt you - 

may winand wear the Crown of Eternal © 

Li, and - Immortal Glory, and. arrive 

ſafe at the moſt plaeid Port, and calm Has 

ven of cyerlafting Reft. | ig 

PL fry repay been before moowg 
c publick Shews, or have you been pla» 
Sh 194 ewe apo Themes, aud Stas | 

_ =p | Ba | 
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on he lc $o | ls, fbametull to be 
s Tutor u at, "wer. 3 3+ 
"hee ren Endurg this fill. Were 
companions, and had communion 
with thofe that were ſo uſed ?' (that is, by 
your compaſſion, brotherly help, and at- 
ſitance which you afforded to them; ' as 
alſo by adjoyning your felves to them ) 
not being gifcouraged by their affliQtions, 


nor difmaycd at their bitter colluRtations, - 


and conflicgs with alt obloquies, calumni- 
ations, and mifcrigs, be fo tilt. 

Have you' owned me ſyfering for the 
farhe Faith, and Truth? even when 1 
Was in bonds, by which you did endanger 
your own Liberty ? then dread not now, 

hains, and a Prifon ſo much, verf. 34 
Have you with 'gll alacrity, and cheer- 
futneſs, Fo with exalring joy, ſeen, and 
ſuffer'd the hands of yiolence to rear away 
with all immanity, and mercileſs cruelty 
your goods, your eftates? rifling your 

ſes? diſpoflefling you of you Þ 
inheritances? and making herafelves 
Fords ang Maſters 'of the ſame, whereby 
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you thut were rich, arc made poor, 'thar 


were full, are now empty,” and ſubjeated 
- vo | | | to 
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2s? or in the Syria- 
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been ne from « deep and” ſerious 
conſideration of a better, and mort'cpdy- 
mn ſubſtance in Heaven? the x 
———_— reward of this, and 

ny riogs? Then how reaſonable 
1s it that you fhould endureſuch "(yes 
and greater rroubles if called thereunto } 
fill? Caf? ner away therefore 
dence which hath great 'vee at of yee 
ward, verl. 35. Thus in this” - 
cal way I am come to the Text, which 
contains two 

N hone He . exs ſuffering; '30u '10ak 

ogling of your 

17 ks too 7 th reaſon thereof, and 
n_ Ndot 2h0ay7ra thereunto 3 $wowing 

in you ſebves that you have in Meavew'« ber- 
ter, and an endaving ſubſtance.” ln the firlt 
of theſe we have, 

1. The kind, and nature of their 
ings, orthe matterthereaf, be 4 
rhiir goods Thi 6 F 
\lwappirmer, the word in the Nope Aris 
Original . og alters, per v 
nous, voracious #4 
Mat.>3. 25. pong : 39: 2, Zach, 
the ſame word istbere tran» - 
fag ning which is with much oh 
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Wy ings a0 to. tcar,/ or. take / av; | 
g.,,and. to. do it ravening, 
ſe Plunderers ,, and ſpoilers came: - 
ike.. Jo, marly, Herpics, and , devouring, 
Wolves ,. or arcedy: T'ygers,, and hun. 
/ Lyons, degenerating from all. lauda- 
ble humanity,. to [wallow-up, and tcar a- 
way their cftatcs; ſhewing nothing bur 
the eight of of icrocity, crucity, and bar- 
bacity,. as. Perſecurors 'uſe to do, when, 
they can. enrich themſelves with the ctates 
of  the.. Saints and faithſul Servants of 


\ 2. The manner of their ſulting, 57 
& with . joy, .or-, joytully. I hey di 
MY refer fach a lols, ſuch 224 and 
wrong... Their ſoals were not ſunk into- 
an Abyſs, nor plunged into a. gulph of 

w.: their _ ſpirits were not abſorp'd, 
or - ſwallowed up of grief ; their hearts 
were not put to pain, nor wounded: here- 
by. Here were no nor groans poured 
forth, _ or extorted from them. _Succum- 
bency, and finckipg under_the . preſent 
burden, and vreſſata they were unac- 

inted with, and firangers to. They 
$a nor loſe por part wich their Eſtates (as 
_ Phattiel did with | vhen 
ſent for ber, 2 Sam. 3-.15, 16, 17+) 
ing, and mourning, Ncr as Li#4 
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Michael, when. David 
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parted with her 


were not blear-ey'd with 
para, TA 
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commodations in unclean a__ "Tad. Lug 
deeds dr br ron > , 


oſpe&ion, with the d 
ihe BE) Nor asa M — 
a ſtorm parts with his treaſure, * which 


thrown overboard into the —— 
Sea, with waves of ' ſorrow breaking 
upon his trembling heart, Theſe Ch 
and averwhelming the ſame. Theſe Chr 

ftians for their great loſſes bad no cl 
Aſpes, 'no Sadneſs , mor Mel 

was viſible, or could be read in wires 
Their Countenances were not fallen, hoe 


did they bewray, or diſcoyer a dejeted> 
neſs of mind, or any inward perturbations 


of ſpirit, neither were they the” 1adex'of 
any paſſionate concuſfions, and commoti- 
onsor diſorders in- their ſouls.” Such 'was 
their holy, and ſpiritual-gallaniry rhat f6r 
theſe loſſes: they could not undergo,” and 
ſuffer ſuch-a debaſement,as toadmir of vie» 
lent inquietydes to polkeſs, and tyranize 6+ 
verthem, nor to be ſet upon a rack of tots 
turing diffident ſcars, corroding and gnaw- 
ing cares, bow they, their Wires and 
Children ſhould be provided for, and 
ſubſift forthe future in the- world. They 


plealiar "bhi, and 


eamefe of the Sore iom 


= : aa mage foe ayes 
&5eaming from an in- 


aſving, and 

ward fountain of Ong joy. There was 
no weyling," nor wringing of hands 5 cry- 
| 19-6 how Wo is:uy { We are undane, 'we 
| undone, Such Exclamations ,. and 
tions, the ſerene ſedate campaſed 

temper of their ſpirits would not admir of, 
The Heavens ars not more clear, nor 
their Aſpect, avd ſace more amiable; and 
beantiful ra behold, when the Sun ſhines 
forth jo its Alcitude and greateſt ftreagth, 
end diſplays es] _—_ ey waxy 7 6 rr 
A creby diſipating, 

| doing the miſts, chaking away, and 
putting to the envious clouds which 
would 'dimin;lb, arid darken the ſame; 
than their hearty, and faces were free from 
ell contracting, and wrinkling diſcontent; 
Spcb ſufferings could not be. cauſative of 
one Paralyſis, or Convulton in their Spi- 
Fits. They were ſa ftrengthned, Neb. 8, 
30. expanded, and dilated with joy, that 
ſuch trepidations and ſhakings, ſuch Spe/ms 
bas contractions they were not. copebte 


It would have. cauſed an why {and 
no. dquby was very aftoniſhing to their E- 
erat 2s i MOR 
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ſeen joy of their hearts was demondtragd 
by moſt vifble pleafaor ſmiles (3 thewweess 
vidence of's holy ſcorn, and r of 
the malicious 9p} s 'of'' pe 
ting Enemies) wherewith their 'futi 


ibine, and an admirable luſtre was fetus 
on chem, whilothere was a Canaabel 
bore er 7 f! 2190-41909 
he Apottle here ſpeaks of their joy, us 
if all ſorrow were excluded. Cf 


br Andy ; ita ans carms) Pur 
ereftis in Celam mentibas, of ant in 
gandinm. They were like 10 the 
m AF. 5.40, 41. that when they 
were. beaten, -rejoyced | that «they -were 
counted worthy to ſuffer for the Name of 
Chriſt. Or like Paw/ himſelf in 2 Cor. 7. 4- 
they were filled with joy, they were ex- 
ceeding. joyful, or did, according to the 
| <wup- - - Orig, ſuperabound with joy: they 
wpievre-- had a Pleoniſmthereof, T hey an+ 
Wy | ſwered that Command of ur Sa- 
- Yiour, Aft. i511, donbr % 
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rey wept rr womb 
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known. There is « tiacura], and" vocally 
connedtion berwixt theſe .ewo and 
Jer it was requiſire that rhe good tiers 
ſpoken of ſhould be known by rhem ;, for 
had v been ipnorant of it; they could 
for have derived any comfor ot 


confofarioh from it. | 


who ats moth Gd id Tn 
beuiriſh fle(lb ; and yy on 
white they _ ont tg 
ſic for rm pray k4ppitefs of.- their im- 
mortal ſpirits ; they indevd exxaly 
ſue ſhadows tht fly Wont them; NF; 
from a real mnces Þ yowtey 1k 

) that dt them; ry 
267 be Lledied, und choſen 

t Heaven-bortt ſouls have not 
ſon ſo debilitated, nd derhron'd, gay 
be guilty of "= _—_ wadtels, and 
ED Thoſe thit ate divine- 
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Ay gnae ios.r(cheh 
__ pighec "aebelncs er 
r_ 6301de-alexibed to-neigher; of 
- iran) ihen tis; fame cight{ reaſon that x 
idarh dies de-psa hf; andbring ws ane i 
or its;5egd and powerfyl. commands 40 ; 
before evils tells us likewiſe & 
'+.45809d40d. conventions; for us tokeep, MN 7 
pd adhere; to, ghat weare)for preſenrinÞ 
ay of, a5 £0: part with: it for that « 
{high Apth;ne way exce};..or can,chal-W ; 
"Jens af Upexiority to 1t- Had not chen! chaſe te 
r$90ds that the Hebrews ſuffered a rapact 
tw dircption, and plundering of... b64ju ia 
S505; 9 this heaventy SubRance , ' they 
ig, "3. n0 delexygd)y been Rigmp 
-$i86d, apd byapged eternally. withthe me 
binamoys fally.o Yea, 1 netthe Jaty 
ter as far ſurmounted; wpd' durpaſied the 
eformer 5 &4thebright,\and beautify! bca- 
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very.cuch Cadadretige Yor wich ther 
Us t,they "ON, they had ener 
Locg by. an. an, Hypo? 
this > Cabagce & ribed; Peres. 
ens; that we mp, know c y hare 
It .15, and | W hat 41s matc worth, and 
exce}lency Is. When our, Saviour 'wauld 
recommend to our choice the beſt Tras- 
furgs that We Fog phpolethng, be 
iy $ Us It $, 10 ven, : Mat. 6, 20+ :and 
theſe ittenle d res.of the Soul ace tightly 
oe neniths. ſopreamobi & there-. 
15 2 Country hae Heaven ap aka 16 
of Ebich mare, berca ſor, This likewiſe 
highly commend Fete wildom, that: they: 
wguld let go, ang. part. mo. Txzrens,. ja 
for_hcavenly/; an d no 
is eruly wiſe but he thag, If F'Y We. 1, £3et 
4.52.46- faith? 
hr c , 2 yum real & Que 
a mf Porn, oe 
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SED worms 


nd diſcoyer no 
EOS ay pak Children (whoſe 
| pe erenperd” oh i the loweſt Sphere ) 
| fome Pebble-ftones or 

- «wot 


before the moſt bright Ori- 
om Peicts, the richeſt Jewels, and purcft 


- $i Aye oyrany cpa, 
1 daring or abiding is the quality 
ofthis Ceietial Subltance, that this is an 
adjuntt } le from it ; which is fat- 
ther whats highly rational 
> ofthe Hebrwes Was. This new / 
' be underſtood of « conftant eternal 
durition, ofthe immerceſlibility, and 'ne- 
verading nature of this Subſtance, 'not 
being fubxe&! 'to moth, nor. ruſt, nor 
thieves, nor hands of violence, nor any 
Rich conf devouring, und waſting 
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the City that hath ferindations; boſe baidder 
and maker £1 God, oy 11. r& This fizas 
to thaſe other goods which chey 
loſt, aod 'all earthly goods: whyduvegh, 
that arc fuxoac.and cranid; that have. a 
moxial dying nature, awd "Gilpolition in 
them, and which the worm of vanity dogh 
ſo LT" wear, and waſtaway. | ** © 
. The Afurance that they: had of « 
right and tirle to this Objeſt; to this ber- 
rer, and permanent heavenly Subſtance. 
Knowing in your ſebves _—_ have, &r. 
It's not knowing fimply if ively 


'Sthat thero was ſuch « 


vis in themſelves that they had it. 
Sewts)1s ixnr by rand, Which tho Darch An- 


not. Tranſlate more exattly, knaming that 


'S argues gray whore rar , inthe 
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hope which is in (alvis wick fome 
dthers, Tranſlate the words only, knewing 
bat you bawve, Scientes ver habere, follow- 


ſome Greeb ' Copies, which have 
wines Ton" rarer, i _ 


iſiages wer babere. Quam p09 
onem ſecutut eff verus Latinas __ 
yo dnprobe quamvis rg c 
witete witetur, ſaith 
ey ogiice have it igeJ6s, pe how 
and with this doth the Tran- 
ion of Javias 8. papmoeKon » © 
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UM 
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4 2 Diſcourſes fret 
\ eb wii Co-wite 
york ps ep wie is Celis,8c. But 
Piſcator ad to our Greek,and tranſlates 
it, Ur qui ſciretis vos habereiapud wes, Kc. 
ou in his Commentary upon the place 
thus, Neque redundat is «axes, td 
he apud vos, & quaſi intys vos, cum fide 
« « ſpej Jam wunc poſſedeamus quod in Celis ef 
nobis repefitum,.  'Read the words what 
why: we plcaſe; and they prove ſome af- 
Aurance that the Hebrews had: a full right 
.$@this morecxcellent heavenly Subttance. 
But zw#rnoity ixe, ir Cards (aptly trandjuted, 
: knowing in your ſelves,. or that you bave'in 
= ſelves ) carries the 'grearcit Empha- 
fis, and mode important fighificationan ye. 
For the "(22 of fuch 'u+trramplianr 
85. is-hereſpoken of either fome mea > 
ce and'degree of affurancethat they Yng 
a uight to a'higher good, than that, w 
they were deprived of, was needful F-0r 
hope withvery great vigor, and. viyac 
ated, and:exerciſed about this its proper 
objca.' For though a more faint,” and 
.gwd hope of. fach a good;(-1-mean that 
hope which."is heart, and life-puriſying 
ape. z-which'is the genuine of ng 
gfthe fparic of God, and:! probuthenes Þi 
-Yipepowetintthe ſoul," Rome, 150296 
Or teat ou cw 
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worldly — 

thevin mutt be'a more t hiopel 

mbtc highly we Wer 
ableorwpon its pawearieday in tobeax 8p 
the ſoui that i-doyiepolt 


bove aib che ftorms of theſe lower R 

tbat can make:w/thus!joyfully, megon 
{amez of whidct ——_—_—_ "Having 
thus opened ch PText;cxplaitf's; Weis, 
phras'd a lin|bupor every part, and parti: 
culdrthereof z'\Þ(hall ſum up, aiid reſo]! 
3)|/into one: general Propofition'of Divi 
Tenth; or 'Dbavimul? Conclafion' 
thkes..jn all} rhie-VErms thifore* int 
Neation of 8 i 1 wenn 91efts 1641 
| That \thoſe) who' bp! ins 2beaje 
ſelvectharvhey birv0« betvev's ea 
is here wpon earthy \and Oi even ; 

honldi and. will-1ake-joyfuthy t ling of 
ty : heir goods for the fake of the pure _—_ 

Br flrp bf Goya *Doily ie of the Go 
oraf you will,” for that Do&tHE 

Fuirhvof Jefus Chriſt; becaife theApetle 
in v+Yf. 23. Hold faff rhe pro- 
ag of feffde of play raieb; whiehs &#rve, and 
7: not ſwbjeive Faith : that ith t Do@rini 
«f:@hrift/ and- bis Goſpe}-whiqhs to be 
1 believed ; which is che fi ſamerhgt we'nre 
| a. | C 4 7 (.. 9 
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' Conmundatiagontend oF ade3; 
Carman end ene or ey 
batgnrs de for Victary, a4 they were want 
to ſtrive in the - Olymvick Gomes inflituted 
wy reatobmut Fopiter. The 
i. a1 Verb being compounded 
no fmpte woes. -hath © greater fignifican- 


he 
WEED, Cmagc is 


nn —_ _—_ Krength to 
tom fumne ſuis. hold ſoft this ſaith what- 
ever way of {ufftering we 
be cngaged in. All Goods; the whole 
Vaogld muſt go for it if wo bad it, - rather 
part with, or ſrom- it, It was for this 
Faich,: agd. the pure Worlhip of Chriſt, 
| that theſe Hebrews had ſuffered ſo much 
alccady.: In-proſerurian af this DoRrine 
according as the perts af ic lie in order. 
. . 1. Iiball hew what itis to know. 
1, 3» What itis which we awſt known 
our lelves. 
ing haven: Difcourls, and treat diſtin&ly of the 
z known, 
f 4x Enquire how it comes to be known. 
-. $-, Diſcover what it is to take joyfully 
the. ſpoyling of goods for ſuch a ang 
when thug known. 
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| 1. | hall few what it is herev6/ brow 
Though this hath various tions, 
and'is of « large, extenſive vn 
prure, yet I ſhall name no more than 
what I conceive may be the proper fenſa 
and meaning of the Term here, Seeing 
God hath made Man fo noble a Creature, 
and dignified him above the whole viſible 
Creation, by that intelleRive, and ratio- 
nal faculty which his ſoul is indued with. 
And becauſe God hath likewiſe appointed 
the fame to have the novrnſs Cee, 
and government of the ſoul, to which 
other Tacultics muſt do obeyſance, aid 
muſt follow, and wait on astheir Captain, 
—_—_— mY much that the will it 
felf ( which is only s tated to rea- 
fonable Nature ) nn eg the tb 
aRcs, and informations hereof make ur 
choice becoming 'a man, or an immor 
nj Soul: forthough it may have man "oh 
o—_ incling pee likewifh te 
f- jons to-good,' or evil (mean Phyſical, 
and Nitoral) yet are they gll bat ſenſitive 
if they do nor nic? 3» #13, or be! 
in ſome meaſure according to the Rules, 
ight Reaſon; for this is that which makes 
#ll the volitions of the Soul, leudable, and 
honorable 2 the 8:>=« ano rc 1 nh 
| oo ea © defire-upon reaſon, 
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nba watt | 
Hence. poronly ip the holy. $caypruces, tix hv 
LT Gn PARDAKH, 4216 | ant ary 
ſoul-i4 purioriolh harcks au 
| Ne be Ae Sem by w ith 
tg: loo! i; capplle of happinetsrs a5 ehvon 
flag, lovivg, debring, delightang-chc and 
lo here ave rub degrming that 4t ignites 
mare.thap a meer, fimplopaked notion, of 
ſp He j6n to" ern WAY? for this cal, 
bY 

(ht Hes bes.4 certain underianding; 
ſuch _—_ and m——_— belitgih 
Pb, pl,.gn 41344n gFopidi- 
Mis _—_—— underonding that 
TT: " 2 afull; pregvant proofs 
clear, dqmopktratian, pt; thg rea} cx» 
af thethingksſelf,, Thug 
1 ; Abs 7 WBC £0 
lIOerF3:; of 67- _—_— 

ng 324 6+ 3% 4nd 2+ 42 
King. 19. I9J4 39-25; oily the Be 
brews not thus known the Heavenly Sgbs 
na os 1niths Jeaſt.had doubted of it; 
t have rejoyced as. they did- 
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therefore] ſuch a, conan know- 
of it as;did & 4 true, -andihrough 
Dy Pals at is the ſenſe Jikewile 
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:bro\ 1ght ſolidly = and judiciguſly ( | 0 
are and quality -of.a thing is, how ad- 
antageous, and beneficial, orhaw nox+ 
dus,; and hurtful it. will berg/i6: then: at 
cnows aright, ſal. 90. 11. #hakatws the 
er. of © thing. anger 3 Some: | make the 
caving of itto.be, ho ſeriomſly.confiders 
ie? Hoſ. 2. $4 Sbe did not know that 1 gave 
ber Corn, and 091, -4nud Wints and multh 
pled bir Silver and.Gold : thats, ſhe. did 
not take it into confideration;3-.ſhe did not 
allow-het thoughts time enough' to! work 
upen,.znd ponder-this ; to oblige har co 
obzy and icar:the Loedy.,Foroha meer nor 
ciedcy, or ignorance-itivanpno be undery 
ſtood. Soto keowin the wasds of the that, 
and in the propofician they afford, .is to is 
ruminating'& conſidering, with. the great» 
eſt compoledneſs,, & ftcddinefs af ming, & 
-Axcdacks.of ſpirit what this: Heavenly Swbr 
fence is © what is its intrinfick work, and 
exccllency. For:themore-profound , \aod 
deep conhderation any man.hath of: the 
good he knows; themore joy and comfort 
he receiveth.from it 5: as/on-the contrary, 
the-more a matt confiders of any evil that 
befalls him which heknows,” the more it 
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; forroms. Hadnoc theſe Hebrew r been if 
in pondering what a full, nad amply ce 
ward this Subſtance in Heaven woald bao! 
for all cheir lofſes, and croublcs, ( ſo as roffe- 
a or counting with cheſs" 
Apoſtic in Rom. 8. aac, which io | 
_—_— thinking,crea by — e1 
argumentation to conclude, au 
teymioe that all ſufferings of chis preſenter 
time, are got worthy. to be laid in the 
ballaace with. ic, ) 4 could not pofſib-Wo: 
ly have rejayced as they did when they ja) 
were ſo cruelly and injuriouſly ſpoiled of at 
their Goods. Moft men in the Chriſtian £4 
world loſe this eternal Subſtance, this fu- Yiv 
ture immortal Glory for not being ſeri- $" 
ranch and fixedly confiderare how far all 


ain can be from compenſa- 
ſack 4 hat very few, if any, 
would they but _—_— acight, the vaſt dif- 


that is ixt' their preſent 
Fekete (ſhadows and tie moſt b_—_ 
bleſd: would ever turn their backs 
on Chrift, or Naufragate, and make Ship- 
macro” the Faith, to ſecure the former, 
and hereby deprive themſelves to etern iy 
of the latter. Moſt men: that live within 
the call of the Goſpe}, and the offers, and 


tenders of Grace by it, periſh ſor ever-by Þ 
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d e. ” Wkacorer, knowltdy therefore men 
Wave of God, CIS 

f bis Will, che facure ory, tte 
: ertns, and Colbins Re 

wt be ſaved, if this be Wart 
ne cr prevents their 


ecipirations It | 

4 the gulpk. of guilt , their Apottacies 

om God. aridhis track, a0 w arm}; 
jally neither theik erat rule; and 

atjort. T'6 be. wiſe rheref6re,'zo ander- 


and, 4vd conlider, are concatenated, _ 
ink'd togaive & 6a aqterny. 1 Remedy, and 
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invi withfandi 
_—_ Hs ao the ming 
| ring againſt j{ Thus rg 

ve, and ow arc rermhs [nnonimous inMl : 
bpture, and, fignaly, one and the ſame} i 

1 ohy 11. 24- I know, thatis, I Ze-WY. 
. 1+ the Hebrews had wanted ſuch « | 
gith. they. could not have fo rejoyced; 
ſor.no anus { farther made glad wich any 
ood the be. belicyes what its reality, N, 
worth, oN Brom is. For men then 
now chis Subſtance j in Heaven is inſu-lj . 
Pxxably | 16ve not only w what it is, thatY 
- but thac, its what God 
, and reported it tobe ; and 
ict therg can neither be 
oh Fel E h *S 
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aut 12041 ;60s hegramwandes the full 

1N- (r11v00 of Geog himſelf, pry inyari- | 
off «blo and | progrefbve.in, . cdladalbProfel- 
all fors chat Baithoghichidodh eſt-fir ovary wa 4 
anyincibly /belioys the reglithinbalis 
Glory 3 andithet: penetrates, and pierceth 
je. Heavdny and | Etcraigys;through: all 
dack, 38tcrppling - clouds - bare: below, 
y giving che-ſoul a.yiew, pad poſper of tho 
yell {amrs 1calizing. and. ſubiantiating. it as 
N Hxclcnt, tQ-it,,.,Hebw 1.4s\t.ch ys: had all 
1-8 Prxo{sflors ſuch 4.Faich, mot. pvc of them 
ath to ſavc an Flaigy nn. lobericance, a Tree 
df ferein.this world, although iaconlifiedar 
id] all Imperial, Crowns, and Kingdoms) 
of wquldevergdenythe Truch, .(lmeantomt- 
lygng gnglly).,and diſpmnithe pure Wor- | 
ſhip, and Do&ringofiJeluy/Chiift, or tum * 
24k lromrlagmott abſolute, and pcrfet be 
'« | Rule 'of,, Rig hieoulnels which Divige 
nd 24s darenkiaue, wndokas (ge Hehakts 
. | rp 26 but would:{ rejayc . 
handy praſevere to (x3 
igh and precious things; that 
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. A well Harea __ 
tnicefof Heaven, though it be not ablokuthy 
preſet, will make thoſe Souls where it 
wety cheorfully; and joyfully co ſufte 
And to know, and to be aſſured in Scri 
<42r6 ſornetimaes for ſenſe, and fignificatior 
<v& the ſame, 3 Cor. 5:2. For we + 
We/ we have an affuranco chat if ear earth. 
þ houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved 
he beve '#' building of God,” an houſe 
ule with hands. eternally in the Heavens. 
wid this the Hebrews knew, & e, of thi 
they had an alferrance, when their cartt 

tors-were taken from them : but 
| g Token ſomething to this already, 
3 will not and enlarge the dif-N; 
«6purſe here any farther. 
1224, What ir that we muſt know in our 
KHeltes? hiv, as bach been ſhewed inthefſj 
Ck op rrnnts 
[Be plcſie, two thimgs then it feoms to 1+ 
| hath'been in perth» 


Pg 


; tha one whereof 
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” Mbit ewe, vyberwixe hs Steitas ane ih 
ur Fountain, the Beanis'and the San; whiteh 
YE flow !iom the ſans, Row; '5 8. Rum YRS. 
Rejoycing in the 'tope of the|plory ie God. 
Though Good be notin 'aGtual ſon, 
yet ſo long 35'ir's ati-object of: hops 
portiotiably''ro the ipprobcateDank 
that good,” «ni'the” Rrength pf- chat Hope 
1s fill our joys'' Hope eſtes arcs; = 
ful to' a religious ſoulin reſpeter 
when ſhe grounds her tle upow'Eos 
-Mand' upon' aff 'Aﬀircd/ futpity ck 
Warc promiſed is the boly- herein ach 
d-Ynor pre, wa that uncerraint futurity which as 
oft mon,and atlafe; deceives alk 

Fhicy that chi Know in Themſetues; knoly 
men ey rv (and believingly-what thy 
ſweet” benigwitifhiences of hops-'('while 
it hath thiseaduring Subſrance- for its'ob4 
Rs) arewport their” Souls, )vr7 + +1402 
L Something inherem; -and2w 
in them, upoh "which atl"the 'orhies ar 
tf zrounded. © Todiow in ow "felver; 18d 

have or find Ini qur/folves that which 
{bo > furoground! ſorus inſyfdy' to coti- 
1-jf clude 


ut 
or 
its 
ne 


4 eErcellencs 


— ery rr ts ng ond YT 
2cx64i0n of our Spirits, the transforming 
ADEFBY «- 86] vertue of the Ay of Godwy 


hexc pal ; the deep inp 
ts. 0 6.dink ; gs nature - 


anon we are «ſimulated, and made 
0g pen oe a "0 He, | 
hope and cxpeRation of an beavenly 
ſgiinels built, and bottom'd upon this, 
feth. but deceive bimſelf, and will find hig 
hope 49 prove. abortive, and his expeRter 
$92 mod miſerably, and deplorably fruſt- 
xaicd ip the <od-. A487. 5) $. Bleſſed are i 
rr envy; af yup ang ws | fly 
2% Hbich 15 #48 70u, 4 . 
This js that womult know and Cad.in 


ialvcs, bofore we can challenge right ar 

$itle RAYS. and conclude thas _ —_ 
tainly gang ns know roo 
Jebwes ſeems: conſonant |» that, 1 /oby 5, 


43S be tut. h in the Son of Gai 
6hcapipme)s in hien[elf. Which is Na. « 
Gitcheratbee ond wechabing has wity 
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«, porno es; and fre th; ta draw 
right and comfortable concluſions from 
the ſame, which Rand as a witneſs, and 
evidence in our fouls, that we havea righc 
toall that future Glory, and felicity, = 
_ a changing renewing Principle doth 
--y qualify us for, and render us ca- 
pot e of, And if may altude to that which 
ſpoken of eur Saviour in the ver err 


wvnds tobe 6. W Rk 
omniſciency, #nowiny put en w/e it vil 
iliufrate this to be the ſenſe thereof; 


how did Chrift know ia himſclf ; wi fe 9: 
but by 1hat fatveſs of the Godhead that dwelt 
in bim, reps; , that is perfonall 

or ſubttantially : arke was Got he bad 
Omniſciencyin him, and fo he" knew it 
himſelf, by his owrr in-dwelling Divinity, 
or Godhead So to know in var ſelves, is- 

ts know by ſoine in-dwelling Purity, and, 


'SEHoknefs in our Souls, that we have (this 


rey Subftunce. Yetl will not poffirive- 
y detormino this to be the proper fignitica- 
vofrhs words I only fuaty a my own 
\enfion, and ſentiment thereof 
impoſing upon any; but ſhall 

one totheir own judgment, 
3- I proexcd now to diſcourſe, nd di- 


2g 5; __ PP EEERT 47-09 3g ey 
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vwagts, which 2 , —_ hd 
Gel 5 diet 'by Ociginal fignihes Bona, F 


moft' Greek *Ay- Sultates, ' Wealth, Goods, 
thors in the lame Poſleſhions, which we tre-+ 
WF ;  - quently call Subſtance; and 
hence a Rich Man is called a Subſtantial 
Man, Subſtance is ſometimes taken tor:the 
eflence,or being of any,thing; & is nv more 
than Ens, ſubfifting of ic ſelf, but then its 
not exprelſed by 3=»&«, but ir (-though in 
ſomcAuthors this word alſo fignificsRith: 
es) ſometimes Subſtance poſe perſon ne 
perſon endowed with reaſon, & is the ſamg 
with that which theSchoolmen call;Syppo4 
funuw,and is uſed byTheologiſts mrheexphe 
cation of the Holy Trinity,&thejtwa;Ne- 
tures of;the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in one Per 
ſon;8& then, its ſet forth by the, word'5*/mms) 
Heb. 1. þ Which. is tranſlated [ubpſtentia} 
ang that, doth ſubſift of; himſelf >, butothis 
aShl-ſtancc is of anorhey, Nature, and 6uber 
wile to he. copfidered, even 2s: ſomethitwwg} 
thar ſrands oppoſcd 5p, the + Gods thas »Be>! 
| ig vers. pay be, ang gfcon; arg-dpoiled of. in 
this world 3 Therefore mulf, be Geods of 
an highesand\more excgltlent Natura lbie 
S'7 | "3 * "0 ſome 
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ſome Snbſtance that's not a fimple*&»5, of 
naked: being, but that which can greatly 
entich che Sonl; and become its Wealth, 
+ B and Treaſure. 1h it then we have an invo- 
6 8 lotion of two things. | 

je 1. Reality. It (hall not prove a fools 
i» BY Paradiſe, a dream'd enjoyment-:- As 

» I a poor man that dreams he wallows, 

d F avdtumbles in wealth, and is accumula- 

l JJ citg the treaſures of the earth x or as an 

e | hungry man, that dreams he is feaſred and 

4] fed with luxtrious dainties, hath Sardari- 

s | p#/vs's ſumptuous fare ; is catirig the moſt 

nf deucious meats, and drinking the moſt ge- 

kt f nerous, pure, and ſparkling* Wines ; or 

if] like an ignoble,: and baſe* petfon; that 

of] dreams he wears a 7 rinces Crown; that he 

=} is {ct upon a Regal Throne, ſways an In-' 
of] peyiel Scepter, Commands, and*"Govertis 

&- Kingdoms, and is advanced to the higheſt 

EJ pitch, and pinacle of worldly Power, and 

wi Pomp : Burwhen all theſe awake, Alas! 

af they find all thoſe things are but laſorions 

dreams, there's no realjty in them'; and* 
rel fo they vaniſh leaving them alt penfive,” 
gl and{ad at fo miſerable a difappointment, 

e> Bur this is a Subfrance, a realthing,” or 

Good -indeed; that the ſuffering Saints 

know they ' have.” Vain' toyes and trifles, 

{ofa for, babbles ard ſbadbws, and 

on T D 3 - ſuch 
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ſuch deluding dreams do not conftnuts 

owns the Joys, and Pleaſures che 6 

| hare ſuch an cxuberanc 

Honor, and the Glory they (hall —_ | 
ed with to Eternity, ſhall not be pageant, 
and umbracil; but moſt ſubſtantial z God 
promilſech nothing unto them but what is 
rcal. 

2+ Satifly, and the fulleſt SatisfaRion 
it doth afford. Wind may hill the belly, or 
ſtomach of a man ; but it is ſubſtantial 
Meat that muſt ſatisfhe them ; and make 
their conſtant cravinos, and painful gnaw- 
ings to ccale. - This then being Subſcance, 
its that which ſhall fully Tatiohe their 
ſouls, being an edzquate, commenſurate 
rap pinels both to their Nature as immate+ 

and immortal, and alſo to their capa- 

city which is {o immenſe, and vaſtly larg, | 
It is that which God hath ſo cxactly ace F 
comniodated hereunto, that it ſhall be 
their central fclicity for ever, which in 
the full fruirion,and poſſeſſion thereof: (ball 
afford ſuch plenary fatisfaRion to their 
Souls, that their volitions, and defires ſor 
any other carthly Subſtance, Good, and 
Comfort, ſhall not: only be allayed;; and 
moderated, but rocally extinguilhed. fo. 
15 that indeed whic mie wah t 


ub alcrall other delight, gad oy 


 — 


The ſnbſrantial joy in Hes-* $4 anc ith 
yen, deralats called a hodiles ty = 
plenirude,s fulnels, P/al.16, "212% 

i 11. When once the Soul 4" 
comes to ſwim, and bath i * 

lelf in that immenſe , im- 

meaſurable Sca of ſweeteſt, 

ccleftial pleaſurcs, . and e&- 
verlaſting conſolations ; «99iu/ 

and to be ſwallowed up in emi 
the infinite, unbounded O- 2 
cean of the ſupreme Good'; then on 
it ſhall know no more whar it is to pant 

ter, to thirſt, and long for any teſt, ihe 
happineſs whatſoever, it Divine Grace it * 
its imperfe&t meaſures, and degrees, give 
fo great, and ſolid ſatisfaQgion' to ail ire 
mortal ſpitit that is principhed with #Mi 
this wotld that it ſhall never thirſt abit] 


* Þ Jobs 4- 14. neitber chroogh-Neoofy, nth 


for varirty, as one ſaith, (8. $. 55 is Aw 
manuel) after any othet thing, {hel Wot 
rove, and rang up and down ih the world 
ia unfixedneſs, atd ſuſpence, tb ſeek For 
ſacisfaction and reſt : if ſh » ſoul neves 
06. agen or utſatiehtd _ ng. 

pteme object. and main happine(t} "If 
hereby. all its- reſtleſs fluctuarions, and 
| #{uations;/ all its toffings and ragings for 
, | vantofa chief Good, ſhall ceaſe fo muchr 
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ym ſedate , .and- i ar:be? - to 
what a complacencial ;reſt-| muſt ir+ be 
brought, when ir's put.iaro the full enjoy- 
.Ment of this Subſtance ( which-a. perſe&i- 
on of- Grace'is ſo great a partof: ) /This is 
that it (hall ultimately and unchangeably 


» acquieſce i in. 


2. It's a Subſtance in Heeves.. This is 
not. any viſible Heaven whoſe jnfluences 
reach our bodies, and other creatures here 
upon carth ; but/rhe Heaven that's. invis 
ſible to a corporeal eye, though aſſiſted 
with the, help. of all Mathematical Telc- 
ſcapes.. It's the Heaven where God. iis 
moſt emineontly preſcat, ; where there is 
the. moſt conſpicuous effulgency of :his 
Glory; where, av it  wete he keeps his 
irperial (Court, and hath his fpecial Fa- 
Ygiyites about him, . Za. 66. 1. Heeven'is 
9.7 brone,.., and the Earth-is my; foot- Fool. 
Its, that Heaven where (hrift Reigneth ; 
The Angels ſhine in Glory, -and all the 
$4ints arc Crowned and Enthron'd. Such 
a Heaven there is. where God-more eſpeci- 
ally dwells, (though in reſpect of the: /m- 
menſity of bis Efſeace: he is preſent in.all 
places, and bounged , or circumſcribed 
With none.) and where all the Saintsſball 
be;congregated together, to. receives ahe. 


reward of nec ſaab an 4ind'y 
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an4 all their ſufferings for him. It is called 
in 1 King. $. 27. the Heaven of Heavens 
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the moſt vaſt expanded” Heaven, which 
environs, and compaſſerh about all the 0- 
ther Heavens,: and is the moſt ſpacious 
place-that ever was Created.* Its called 
therefore the Heaven of Heavens for ann 
plification ſake, - and to ſet forth the Imen- 


fity of God which it 


* [t's called the Third 
Heaven in 2 Cor. 12+ 2. 
which is the '* Empy- 
real Heaven, far above 
the Adereal, in which 
the: Fowls flying are 
called the Fowls of Hea- 
ven, eMat.6. 26, lms 


77. z9wr., and above/the 44 


Siderial, in which the 
Lights are called''Stars 
of Heaven , Gem:'15.5. 
It's that which: is up- 
permott of all-in which 
the Angels refiding are 
called gbe Angel+ in 
Heaven, | Mat. 24 


cannot ' contain. 


* The, Third Heawes 
is # fomple and ſhining 
body, Created, immedi. 
ately of | God 10 be the 
Thene of his ſpecial 
Preſence, aud of the 


graciows' manf,ffations 


of bis Per; citions, and 
the Hab1tation f the 
Bleſſed, borh' Angels aud 


ce, 


* Not from its heas, 
but from 13s veſplendey- 
cy , and moſt pleaſant 
light, The Third Heavews 
we bave only from the 
Scriptare ,  Heathenfh 
Philoſophers Were 19 no- 


ran of it, 


36. This: is that then 


which in Scripture is called the Highe## 


Heaven, Luke 1. 1 


K & WITT ſeul. s cave, 


in Celis Altifſimic," 8s Eczarranſlates it, or 
rather-ancerprecs'it / rhe "Higheſt: Heavens, 
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wins with, the- Grcehs to put Adjetives 
Widen their Subſtantives, as ono ſhall 


them, XKehephon and others; and this is 
frequent in the Ne Teſtament, Mats 10. 
43+ miner 4vag? where is un 
vX]@&) As the Heaven fignifics that 
which is above us; when it's Local, and 
carrics in it a Notation of- Altitude's {6 
this Heaven is not infcrior to any, bur 
ſuperior ro all other Heavens. Although 
God be Omnipotent, and cannot be ſaid 
to be in « plact erther- Definitive, as finite 
ancorporeal ances may; or Circam»+ 
feviptive, 43 ull co Subſtances are : 
yer ſ-eing, both according to reaſon, and 
is own moſt ſacred Revelations (which 
arc all moſt highly Rational, though ſome 
of them be ſuperior to our Reaſon. ) there 
" muſt be ſome peculiar place, where thee 
arc moſt admirable, & raviſhing Emicati« 
6n3, and beamings forth of his moſt bright 
ſhining Excelleticies, -and abſolute Per- 
Cf ſe&ion ; which are the great -part of 
A that ObjrFive Glory the Angels behold, 
and sfe united to, and which all the Saints 
ſhall by the completion, and perfe&ion of 
Holine(s be fitted to bear,” atid alſo made 
capable ofan union with, .and —_— 
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i9 the moſt ekgant Authors among 
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the incffable, atid incompreh Beath- ; 
fical Viſion, Mat. Fo 8.1 hs 7. 2. Mal. 17, 4 
x5.And this place maſt OL IIY FE 
to all other places, which, ſeeing it i] 
led Heaven, it muſt be above all other 
Heavens; elſe it would hold no congruity 
nor ſutableneſs to the Grandevr of Visown 
Majeſty ( inferior, and ſubje& to which is 
all other Majeſty, chat's but a very dark 
reſemblance of- the fame. ) We find 
that according ro all Politics! order , 
and Occonomical iſpoſure , thoſe perſon 
that are of greateſt Eminency | 
worth either by birth, or diſcent, 'or by 
true Virtue, Education ( which dorh mo 
) and 


really nobilitare and dipniſy a perfon 
oo ea 
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) objes ) have fill the H 

© Gen. them, and red gp | 
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4 pretedency before, and ſuperiority tb 
thets. And this is only Lanalgited whto, 
and derivarive From that God whois _ 
it | eminent, and likewiſe clearly demonftra: 
r- | tive what is dot to him as bis molt juſt 
of } Right and Preropative. Height is that 
which vw! tZiz#r and by way of — 
js ricrared to God, 1/a. 57. 15.8 


<a” Devoe created being, . the 
rit is, the more in that reſpeR, 'it 


- - -. n 
c 7 WE T4. . 


. 
-_- 


——— 
- 


LY 


*; 


ki 


PESTS. 


l | T $14 


"#4 2Difconeleoftheepeslieney? 
nn , more excellent from, thence\, 
than another, creature , . or, being of the 
Tame ſpecies and kind, Hence pa Scripturg, 
tall Trees, and bigh Mountains. arc calle 
Moun ains of God, 5 Ove ones ws bow 
Ns. Sept. Pſal, 26. 6. Thy ;Rightequ(neſs 
is like the great Mountains, \Heb. Mrune: 
tains of God. Plal.. 104. 16:;, The Trees of 
the Lord are full of Sap, that is, the good- 
ly and tall Trees, ſuch as the Cedars, arg 
that be. immediately , after | ſpeaks . of. 
The very Hcathens by the light of Natuze 
had a, kgowledg of this Truth, ( fo agree» 
able is it to the rcaſ2n of Man ) as they 
did diſtinguiſh between their Gods as, 44s- 
ores, and Mizores : ſo thejr.greater Gods 
were ſuppoſed to inhabit an higher place, 
or Court, and the other to be below them. 
And as Japiter was their chicks God, fo 
the higheſt Palace, and Heaven was mage 
proper, and peculiarto him. . Thus he. js 
is ſpoken of by the Latige 
us, bb, 1 AMaa- * : 
merdb, fab. 6. - Poet * as delcending 
Olympus by the Prees from above in het 
Joys. tahr=p as words,  Summo deltbox 
vel quaſi _2avor. o@s 019/9p9 3.10 when he de- 
w/hes tanta £jus altvu- ſcribes him litting in 
dine ut pedes aſcenden- Counſel among the. Fo 


tluni non poſſunt con- 
ſpici_ vel wr -wpirrt x 0173-162 . ther 
Tag me; 949d lc oculi frigore yitiuhrun, ral.quaiſi&aen 
Atuae); otus Lucidus & Iympidus: aud ſo beth far ts 
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c Gods; 'advanceth'him wore them in 
theſe -words,” Celſirr ipſe* tots; To by the 
Greek Poet 6 Unipm)a Jalffud)e Naſty Heſod. 
Now although by ſenſe 'we know not 
where-this place is, as not being expoſed 
tothe view thereof, yer from all this, and 
muciz niore that might be faid to prove it, 
we may- colle&,' and coticlude, that ſuch 
a place there is; and that it's above all -0- 
thets, * and "ini this place is this S#bſhance 
ſaid to'be.-1 have been larger upon this 
than ſome perhaps will judg pertinent, 
andneccflaty ; but the reaſon why I am 
ſoy is becauſe {o many cither from Princi- 
ples of Atheiſm thar is in them. ( though 
Js they donor profeſs it ) or becauſe they 
Ca vic Encheufiaflically infatuated, moſt ab- 
D'Y ſurdly; and'Firrationally affert ( and are 
| very induſtrious to propagate fuch af opi- 
5CY nion ) that” there is no Local Heaven, 
ant} tharGod is not to be enjoyed niore in 
ae} one place than inanother. The affirming 

| this Subftarice” ro be in Heaven implies, 
107 and{ipcludesrheſe following particulars, | 
or} bir. The certainty of its poſſeſſion. It's 
| nb Pottical' fiftion or ſable "it's no Ro- 


hn rhaurick V#0pie, but fo cettainly as there: 


is « Heaven ( than which nothbat mort 
centin) Cy _y is. mbt i 
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$810ts, Certainly, and Reality are diftinf, 
A good may bg cal, but yer not certain; 
becauſe that reſpects cither our knowledg, 
or enjoyment of it, or -both. To ſay it'ss 
Subſtance as hath been already ſbewd; 
proves the reality of the Saints felicity, but 
to-ſay it's in Heaven, exprefieth the cer 
tainty of an enjoyment, 1 Pef. 1- 4. If n 
man (ay to his Friend and Favourite, I will 
beſtaw ypon thee a Treaſure that affords 
ſome comfart,- and is a confdarable de. 
monſration of kindneſs ; but is is nat axc- 
clulive of all doubts : for the queſtion may: 
fill be put; how ſhall Lcome by it? and 
Where: 1s, it? Rug, if the Reply be, go ta 
= Mat Opens it, take it into your 

(c(ſion, rheo is corcai is hall ho his ups! 
on {uppoſitian. it's a real Treaſure, a 

tance indecd, and the perſon be ſerious 
when. he makes ſuch an offer, and promile.: 
Now. the Children of God dg not only 
know that they have a: Subſtance, and 
Treafurc,, butthey know: the: = placa 
where. itis.they kaow where to find it, and 
take paſſcſon gf ie, it's cartainiandſums to: 
them; thay bhevg the word: al a faithiut 
Y 4 SIT 
Be Ts Farwiny of 55 Horp-ix no 
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uſt expet + canſtans. lacceiſen 
bles, and trials, like the Wayst of the Os 
can fellowing lpegdily 0n6.498þ4r ; and 
an. njoterupicd -Serdes of A "Is 
Caaffee, and Sorrows, No conſtant Calm, 
nor ference Rate is its be gxpared forthe 
faiihful Servants of Ged ip theſe lower 
Regions: Shorms will eric, 3nd continue 
tll oy cm ths; Harhoprs, mouth z 
they will arcampany them 9 their ve 
Artiyal aiube Haycn of aycylafling Ref, 
MA54- $3. Here they live by hope, the 
objett whereof is not « preſent, but « futurg 
g90d, Row'$+ 34: 28d 0 fugh a good 
who furpray is-i0 time .: bus, cxernity; 
1-6#- 1$- £9. While Gods Children arg 
is; this world they. arc 444m h uke Heirs 
wadcr age that wult nos take poilefion of 
thaut Ipbericapcee, it's reſerved iv Heaven 
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Dance is a5 a &ever flow after this liſe. Theit 
riphc and title thereunto4s clear.and made 
ſore ; buttill they comet6#16, God' (ſaith 
not, go up and'poſſels the$66d'Land: ys 
indeed ſometimes for Cbraialz, and colin 
rer-comſorts when they'have ' their birtet 
cups todrink, and their fainting fits 'ap/ 
proaching, gives them''ſome -pragaſtari- 
ons, and forc-rafts of the  immixt ſweers 
neſſes of Heaven, and a*delightful ravith? 
ing proſpe&t and fore-view'of its. Glory 
and Bleſſedneſs, a diftillation thereof of: 
ten is of ſome few drops from the overflow: 
ing Ocean, and a ſecret influx of ſore 
leffer Rivolets from the everflowing, Chry- 
ſ:line fountain of joy, upontheir Spirits; 
gometimes they have their firſt /7«vr5, but 
the full harveft, and perfection of all js 
Heaven it ſelf, which is future-and to 
Come, _— **d4* 
3. The Inwifibility of it to outward (eni(c; 
This Heaven not being expos'd to the 'view 
ef ſenſe, this Subſtance which is in'ic \c#n+ 
not be ſeen; if the Cabinet be not viſih 
theJewels it it cannot be beheld. God 1 
not have the Saints inctimable;& chicfelt 
Treafure to be ſeen, and diſcerned by theid 
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bodily eyes, but by the ſpiritual -endight! 
ned eye of Faith, which ir is the. pro, 
obj of. The ſufferipgs of ' the-Sei 09 
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raventy Subſtance, ag 
would not be ſo highly laudable, and com- 
mendable, could they by extcrnal fenſe 
ſee the glorious: reward that they muſt 


fetch their wa, ny from, to endures 
the ſame. God will have their Spirits ſtes]- 
ed, and ftrengrhned ; their Souls fortify . 
ed ; their hearts enboldned, and raiſed to 
an high pitch of invincible Magnanimity, 
from an inviſible crown ; and all for the 
"WW tryal and excrciſe of Faith; the ſweet, 
and ſure, and noble life whereof, he in- 
tonds(as he hath enjoynd it by an irrepeal. 
able Law) they ſhall live, while they are 
the Inhebitants of this lower World: * 
The Apoſtle in 2 Cor. 5.7. tell us they 
muſt noc live by fight but by Faith, God 
promiſerh chem great things ; his promi- 
5 ſos a8 the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Per. 1. 4. Are 
0 Yexceeding great, and pretious, ſo they 
> ſubjeRively, and in reſpeR of the mat- 
er thereof. And God will prove and try 
who among the many thouſands that pro- 
Bfcſs themſclves to be Chriſtians ; 'will take 
is word, and truſt him firmly ; and fix- 
ſedly ; and immoveably depend thereup- 
Dn. And who by a bclicf of the certain- 

Fty; and che excellency of good that is on- 
By promiſed, at ſogreata diſtance and nor 

n,. can leave, and quitchearfully, and 
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quers things vilible by the fight: of things 
Jnvifible.: Did all that profeſs rhemiclves 
Behicvers rcally live by Faith , then' none 
would ins day' of temptation faint, and 
finally fall away; -Heb.' 10. 38. Now the 
j"ft bal live'by Fiith j which implics hoal 
perieverance, 'for it's Rands oppolcd, to 
drawingback, which the want of: Faith 
45 the cauſe of, and alla Chriſtians Cone 
gueſts over : the World, are aſcribed to 
Faith, 1 John 5. 4-' The Reaſon of 'this 
is; becauſe: Faith (which ultimarely 'rc- 
{olves it {cif into the Autbority, and ves 
racity. of divine Revelationsand Promiſes) 
makes what is-invifible - as viſible tothe 
Soul. It's of ſuch an evidencing Natures: 
and proper:y,- and doth. ſo ſubſtaatiates: 
& brivg znro.a real exiſtence, 'thateternal 
felicity which is the. objc& of the Saints: 
hope ;- that it bath a moſt powerful influe; 
ence upon the Soul to abandon, and for-? 
ſake all y;fible; and finite good, and 4he; 
higheſtrercne Felicities, / and worldly/ Fs} 
joym nts that-come. i competition-withl 
the ſame; Heb: 11, 1+ ' Now Faith: is the: 
ſubſltance-of things hoped ſor, ' and the 
evid ence. of things : nor ſeen; The: words 
mp; tranflacet} ſubſtance fignihes the, mas" 
ling things darcally to ſubliſt, as begers @) 
wonderiu} unibaken confidence in Pa * 
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$0 ies rendered in th yy V0 <1 
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times 8 Baks cry ion , ng 
which doth not onlyſubſitt of it . 

ſelf,but ſupports, & upholds other thin 


it's the ground ,, , and Bafis of & Chri —_ 


it fignifies a firm 
nd ed Serforition 'of Pg einer 
he mind, the moſt conſtant from | dicuyter,, 
pecation of the Soul reggae — 
The ſum of what it figni- =  & irons 
hes is this,that it makes the . for#' excpinnr, 
nvifible., Coeleſtial happinc fo vidble, 
nd (o really. to.ſubfift beforey and unto the 
Soul, that it a ffords moſt true, and ſob. 


atter' of cogtident glorying to. it,, and 


akes it imperterritous.and undaunted, The 

ther word *»-@ tranſlated evidence, fig-" 

ihes ſuch rl Y as ng from moſt: 
; Monvincing demonſtration h' as giyes, 
-Wnplc FATS to. the £780 

avl;. refolwing * all. it's: 

oubts, uf removing all pr end rmawl 


s,4 ear%.... Now ſeeing well. doing ant (uf- 
i140! 09 pans, it's no [ins 7, To 
onder though the Cce- 

ſubſtancebe invilible,that the Saints 
bo hen it, can with triumphant Joys 
rt with'sll their wordly comforts for 

of Chrift, thar thay may on Oy. | 


52 A DifedUrlELf[theExrcellency 
ſame. The Apottle further ſhews us thaf 
things not ſcen, arc ſo clearly fecn and: 
lookeupon by believing ; rthartho Soul is 
kept from fainting, finking under the 
moſt ponderous ures, mountain- 
ons loads of Troubles; and the moſt cruſh- 
ing burdcns of all Croſſes, and Calami- 
ties, -2 Cor.:4: 16, 17, 13. This made Mo- 
ſes to endure fo reſolutely and couragious- 
ly Heb. 11+.29. To fee what is not ſeen; 
to have that viſible which is invifible , is a 
ao. Paradox, yea und ſeems to imply 
a'grofs contradiftion to ſenſual Souls, and 
carth?y minded 'men. It's a myftery they 
cxandt plam, or ſathome the depth of. If at 
afy time notionally , or by the report of 
others they ſpeak, and diſcourſe of it, it's 
but us's blind'man dorh of the beauty, and 
brightneſs of Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
whick is inviſible to him : but ro belicying 
Souls, that are nat immerſft in {cnſuality, 
and buricd in the Earth, bur have a Spiri 
mul Vifive faculty, ſutcd and proportion't 
weed objeR, it's as clcar truth a 
any thing, that's moſt demonſtrable in Na 
ture, Yea us mare clear,& certain thenmap 
things are by ocular demonſtratjon,becar 
the bodily Eye is capable of 'deception,ar 
hath 'many times a fallacy put upon i 
which Faith is never liable to; becauſi 
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|| ir depends upon the word, and promiſe: of 
; the iogly, infallibly wiſe, and faith- 
I'Y ful God. The Encmievof pure, "and ai« 
, 


dchled Religion, and the divinely jnſtirg« 
ted, and authorized worſhip of God(whoſo 
Souls lye under the Dominion of their 
" | Scnſes) and many carnal Hypocritical 
* B Profeflors (in whoſe hearts Earth, and not 
"| Heaven is moſt regnant, the World, 'und 
” | 5:fcriour good,” and not God, the Supreum 
» | good, haththe prevailing, and predomi- 
TY nant intereſt) they wonder at the fu 
Yi dence of thoſe, and lightly cenſure, 'and 
accuſe them of the groſleſt;, and moſt ridF 
Tf culous folly, that will hazard, -and part 
with their Eftates, and Spontaneouflys 
of and cligibly make themſelves poo#for t 
5' Goſpel ſake (as theſe Hebrews © did) 
lf rather then to poſſeſs all Earthly-Traa 
5 ſures without it. They think thoav'(for 
"0 ſo doing) deprived of all Senſe and Rew 
Yi ſon, ftrangly inſatoatcd, or- under: forme 
14 great delufion (thatealls for pity and rom 
"A mifcration) or that too-nivch "Religion 
J hath made them delirious. "For us no-Mann 
FJ in his right Wits will refaſe Riches when 
Dy they court him to an acceptgnice ; 'ſo-4 
"y ' judge none bur « Fool, unleſs he be 


0q will part with them. Theſe men" (who 
alwayes make their Confciences ng 
kd | Þ 2D Ent 
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ent -to-cheir intereſt, and: are reſolved to 
walk no further-inthe way to 'Heaven, then 
it's plain and;ſmooth; and | may. confi 
with the caſc obrhe Fleſh and the Security 
of their Poſſeſhons) admire, and adore the 
depthsof their own Wiſdom, and Pru- 
dence (as they callit) out.of which they 
can draw ſubtil diftin&tions as they lift, to 
baffle the:r ownConſcicnces for awhile, 
and ro ſilence, andill the clamours there 
of; when they do awake in this World. 
And indeed they judge all men Fools, that 
cannot diſtinguiſh themſelves out of Hea» 
ven; either to get 'or improve, or keep an 
care hercypon Earth. But were this moſt 
ſubſtantial bleſſedneſs cenfpicable, . and 
could it be fteddily. beheld with their 
Eyes ; yea, had they but the _leaft tranſi 
ent: view,' and ſmalleft momentary glimps 
thereof, they would then be eftoniſhed, 
and: confounded ' at thtir own. monſtrous 
ſortiſhneſs, and matchlcſs folly, to adyen-+ 
ture the loſing of the-ſame, for ſuch an un- 
ſatisſying trifle as an carthly ERtate, and 
Treafuro is ; 4nd would no lefs admire the 
wiſdom, of 'true Belicvers ity the choice, 
which they have made. But although.no 
foch view, and fight they (hall be honoyr- 
ed with ; neither will God: ;take: ſuch a 
caurſe'to convince them. of theſe: things 5 
Ing $7 "yer 
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yet, when they come into another. World, 
. where this Heavcoly ſubſtance ſhall be yi- 
ſbleco-them, that! they may know, and 
yl fel, how great their lols is, (when. they 
no mcct with an cternal lepgration from-the 
1-8 ſame) and have their miſery - bighly aggra- 
yl yatcd thereby ; thenthey will. confeſsthat 
of living by Faith was the bigheſt point of 
ei true. wiſdom. then ſhall they- know to 
ef thcir cvcrlaſting ſhame, andſorrow that 
d.fl the Eye of Faith (formerly deſpiſed, and 
ar derided by them) could penetrate, aud 
"Y look through the thickeſt Clouds . of.- mile- 
ind rics,, and the moſt black midnight dark- 
RY ncfs of Calamitics, into the higheſt Core 
id IcfRtial Regions, ta. view that. glory,'. and 
1r bleſlednels which Is there, but roall other 
Gl cycs invitible. Then ſhall they befool them 
Ds ſcives and forma. furious. Reflexion upon 
5,0 their former madneſs, begin. to tear,, and 
asY torment themſelves ; as it is in 5- Chapter 
1.0 of Wiſdom. from Ver. 1..to 14. Them (bell 
1- the Righteous fland in great baldneſs,  befort 
id the: Face of. ſuch as have tormented bims,. 4nd 
\efl taken away his labours., hen they, ſee him, 
ef they ſball be vexed. with horrible fear; \ und 
off {ball be ama3cd for bis wonder{ul\ deline: 
r- rance, And ſball change their minds, ud 
h. for-grief of mind ; Say, within them-- 
ſelwerg, this is He who we. [opetymes hed 
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iu derifien, and in 4-Parable of Reproach. 
we Fools thought his life madacſs, and his 
end withoat honour, How is He connted «+ 
wore the Children of God, and his Portion 
is among the Saints T Therefore we have 
erred fromthe way of Truth; and the light 
#f Righteonſneſs hath not ſhined in ms, and 
the Som of wnderfianaing roſs wot wpen bit. 
We wearied out ſelves in the way of wick- 
eanc/s and deflruition; yea, we heve gone 
thorow Deſarts,where there lay no way © But 
«a for the "my of the Lord, we have mt 
inown it. Phat hath Pride profited ns? on 

what good hath Riches with our vanting 
brought ws Þ All thoſe things are peſes 4 
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way like a ſhadow, and as 4 Poſt that haFled 
by. 4nd as 4 Ship that paſſeth over the 
Waves of the water, which whes it is gone 
by, the trace thereof canmet be found; Nei-\ 
ther the Pathway of the Keel in the Waues. 

Or 41 whit « Bird hath flown thorow the 
Air, there is no token of her way to be fiund, 
but the light Air being beaten with the ftroke 
of her Wings, and parted with the violewd" 
aſe 4nd motion of them, is paſſed thorow, 
and therein afterwards no fign where ſhewent 
8 10 b& ſound. Or like as when an Arrow: 
* (hot a 4 Mark, it parteth the Air, which 
inneedimtely cometh regether again : [Sorbat 
& Muti taninmr kitow where it went thorow 
Ki. 25, Yds '4 = ot Eves 


tew ſo in like manner, as ſon at wi wire * 
ory, began to draw to our ent, and hid wo 
'n of vermue\to ſhrew: but were conſutued 
n# our own wickedneſs. 

4. The ſecurity and ſafety of its Tt's 
har which neicher force, nor fraud, pow- 
r, nor policy can deprive them of 7 rhe 
ands of violence cannot reach it; it's 
ſaid to be in Heaven; fo 1 Pet. t. 4- to bs 
ſerved there. The word = fignifics 
ſomerimes ſollicitouſly to keep ſomerhing, 
left it ſhoold be loſt and ar away by 
others, Matth. 23. 3. Fobu 8.55. 1 Jobs 
5.18, Thus is this heavenly ſubſtance 
kept that it cannot be taken away, by the 
moſt mortal- and .immortal enemies ths 
Saints have. Heaven is « place rhat nei- 
ther humane, nor Diabolical power catt 
Ibcficge and ftorm, 2426.6. 4.20. It's ne- 
. {vcr liable to violence nor fpoil; and in 
ef that reſpe& ftands oppoſed to, and far 
F furpaſſeth gll cerrene treaſures: Many ard 
[1 


[| born, and have a 'real right to an canhly 
f\ | fabftance , but never come to polleſs it, 
, | being either defrauded, or by oppreffing 
ff power moſt injurionſly deprived,” of th 
y' | fame. But this ſubſtance is obnoxious to 
1 fuch thing. Although many times Pet- 
p " 


eutors, with prodigious voraciooſheſs, 


ang gopedineſs, und with the greatefi bar: 
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ity.and forocity, ſwallow up (as the 
pa Lg eſtates , and all_ the outw 
comforts of Gods children ; Yer howevg 
in this they may rcjoyce, ap it may | 
ſufficient to. put: their pious fouls into 
exulring poſture ; to confider how the 
have a ſubſtance in Heaven. . Suppok 
plundering Sebeans, and ſpoiling:(/drax 
comgs to a mans houſe, and by violenca 
take away his Lumber-ſtuff , -and ſomg 
leſs. confiderable goods ; yet this. beger 
carce, any diſcampoſure of mind, ſo long 
FE egg his- Stver, and Gold, hi 
principal Tyealure,iis fafe ad ſccurc. Sc 
When. perſeycring.. Saints, arc fſpoil'd . c 
their carthly —_ it ſhould produce nd 
commotions; nor - diſquiezudes _ in .the1 
fouls ; ſeeing their principal andhief ſul, 
ſtance, their choice treaſure, ; is in af q 
cultody, guarded by all the heaycnly hoſt ; 
and Magi; with the omnipotenc 
Power of God, which is more for it's [es 
Ccurity than the higheſt and. ftrongelt 
walls of braſs and marble. Who will be 
an or drownd in ſorrow, to loſe the 
Ireams, when he hath the fountain ?, or 
Who will be pcofive and ſad, to. loſe the 
Caadle-light, or lefſer, Lamps, /when he 
hath: the Frets of the Sun, the principal 
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- -5. "The deleff ability of it? -Pibf'bS 

a ſubſtance aftorging' the muſt *incoitjpa- 
rably delicious pleaſures. © For 'yHit"de- 
lights cin -be wanting to 's ſqbſtutice"Ini 
Heaven, which is a notation of "all a5f6- 
lute perfeRion ? Bartons,and/Manors, ard 
all earthly Inheritances; arc highly com- 
mended, and are the \riore valuable'trom 
their pleaſant firoations. | How pleaſa 
ſituarcd then muſt this ſubſtance arid inby- 
ritancebe, which is ii Heaven?” 'Ir's nets 
ther in' che pleaſant pJaim'of Fordan, 4. 
13. 16 Hor in*the Land'of Goſhen, Gem. 
47 6X tor in the Laird of Caraiy tht &- 
verflowed with wilt and honey; Lev. rh 
nor in the- Gardew"bf Eden”, ' nor in"any 


i carthly Paradife; but in” Hedvers where 
++ the moff bleſſed God ſhines forth in is 
Glory. What then car” be' wanting to 
make it. moſt dele&table ro the vlorified 
Saints, 'who 'muft be the eternal inhabt- 
tants of Heaven? © But bere let no” mat 
miſtake mc, as if meant Mahometant 
amenitics and delights” (which T fear too 
\nany ' profeſſed Chriſtians have * corre 
ſponding , arid agreeing Notions with the 
Turks of) which: differs” nor ſpicifically, 
but gradually from what they enjoy here 
upon earth; 414 fo-make it nothing ce, 
but:a pignitude of ſcnſnal pleaſures, ror 
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ng good and delights in £high- 

opt A might quote much — 

Mahomets Alchoran to this purpoſe, but 

ne paſſage (hall ſerve for all, which is NF _ 
this : I will cauſe thoſe that have believed 

in God, and have performed good works, | 

to enter into Gardens wherein flow many FI , 

Rivers, where they ſhall dwell eternally NF « 

| 

1 
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with moſt beautiful Women. I will give 
them the ſhade of Paradiſe, Pap. 52. inthe 
Chapter of Women, written at Medins ; 
Thus herc and in other places alſo, we find 
the Beatitude which Adhomet promiſeth 
to the faithful keepers of his Laws, is ac- 
commodated to their flcſh and ſcnſes, 
which I forbear to mention, becauſe it 
would be too far a digreſſion) For Lintend 
no other but what are Intelleual and 
ſpiritual, which acc the nobleſt and (weet- 
eſt Pleaſures, moſt exactly accommodated 
to the. underſtanding, and all the powers 
and capacities of an /mmortal Soul : The 
nearer the ſtreams are to the Fountain, the 
purer and {weeter they are. In Heaven 
the Saints ſhall have all their joys, or 
moſt of them immediately from the fulleſt 
fountain, God himſelf ; which will make 
them infinitely , more recreating to their 
minds, raviſhing and revivipg to their 
| ->» fouls 
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ſouls and ſpirits. | Theit 77 
pleaſures Vat not be con- Saint! Roth, Page 
veyed to them' through #5.more lorgely rear 
any unclean Channels , ''*r of 9 poniat: 
nor ſhall they in the uſe * 
of mcans and ordinances be brought w 
them ; neither (hall have them at the 
firſt, ſecond, or third hand, &c. #s they 
have io this world whereby they become 
more mixt, and leſs delicious ; but they 
ſhall be as that pure River of watery of 
Life, clear 8s Cryſtal, proceeding out of 
the Throewe of 66d, and of the La Rev. 
22.1.2. They ſhall ſee God face to fare, 
and flend continually in his preſence; und 
ſo their comforts muſt flow more imwie- 
diately from himſelf. P/al. 16. In thy pre= 
ſence there is fulneſs of joy, and at thy 
right hand there are pleaſnres for ever- 
Mure. 
What fenſitive Pleaſures ſhall be in 
Heaven is yery dubious ; and more Que- 
tions may be put concerning them than 
can be eaſily and readily refolved ; yet 
if's certain , external ſenſes ſhall not be 
delighted as they are bere upon carth. All 
nifive and venercal pleafures ſhall ceaſe, 
and ſuch as arc in a grofſer ſenſe fleſhly, 
«nd ſome of the fenſes (hall ceaſe _ 
. viſe, 


: 60.1 5. % 4 | Th. 


of. Imperfe&1on ; ,' For ſeeing in Heaven 
the Saints Reivgs (hall not be maintained 
in the uſc of mans, ay eating,. and drink- 
ing,tlic T«fe mutt ceale ; bur if there con- 


tinue 80y ulc af {ome other external ſenſes 


in, fcaveo, which {muſt have objeas to 
delight them, they will differ vaſtly from 
what they. arc now. in our mbital Rate, 
while we 4well in theſe honſes of clay; and 
earth'y tottering tabernacles; "whoſe founda- 
tiew is in the duff. Job 4.19. 2 Cor.5.1. 
Far the, change'that our Bodies (and ſo 
our; Senſcs . proportionably . thereunto 
ſhall undergo is inconceivable, and unex- 
prefſi!;c. - Fleſh and blood, as now it-is, 
cannot bs.capable of an H-avenly ſtate 
in-which ſole are thoſe words to be 1an- 
derfteud, Fleſh and blood cannot inherit-the. 
hinzder of God, 1 Cor. t5. 50; It 'muft 
fict be reaned, and made fpiritual, incor- 
cuptivle, and immortal, 3 (7.15 52,53 
Sugh 2 2 «4tative, though not a ſubſt3ne, 
tial matarion ic (hall undergo': for at th 
Reſurrection all .the .inhirm qualities. of 
the Saints! bodies, by which they arc. ins, 
capable: of, bearing th: Majeſty, and 
Glory of God in Heaven, (hall be manke: 
C P : 


wiſe , whoſe Being ipplyeth their Uſe, 
arid whoſc Ufe ſuppoſerh our preſent fats ff 


| 
Ph 


SOR Es LL OOPS 
ball abane cron pre en 
hich properly figni- wary! wy Tak 


te 4 
ies: to. transhgurate g1 |; 


hall convert them mato' ampther- figure.or 
orm ) our wile body. (acme annie Suge yr 
his: body. of vilencls, baſcgel(s; and abjes; 
tion, an. Hebraiſm which js-yery em- 
phatical, and.very frequent jn- the New 

ctament, jt. may ſupply-the ſuperlative 
degree for:qur{moſt -vile;..and abjet body 
it may be cranf{ated our body. of 'miſery, 

4 affli;jons, - (this body!thet/a]l Calami-. * 
cs; prey: upon, gradually : conſume and 
ate and 'at-laft reſoive imothe Duſt, for 
he word in this ſcaſe- 15 
ſed by the-Sep:Gen. 29-31. | Yr witeavpu nies 
i i jan a5piog)arn 200:1 2 K.1 4-2 6.) ror Fyy xr ine 9c 
that it may be faſbioned, w, Ph. i5. 18, 

«we 4 21min <b gaje 0g99 that 

{ may.be made conſormable. unto) like mnto 
is glorious body (is evp11% thin ii his” bon 
dy... of -glory,, another Heb, that /is,"his 
aoſt-glorious, or glorified body) So theai , 
heir. Bodies ſhall not be, thoſe ſraile di. 8 
eaſed, ſocord and ſluggilblumps of 'Fleſh { 
&©Dirt,thoſe-Bags of Phlegm,that they con« 
mually carry about. with them here upon 
Earth. But as the Ore that's caſt into. the 


Fire 8 Stone, comes forth, very bright, | 
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64 A Dikcourfe of the excelleney 
aod purs Mcta], which iscalled Gold, be © 
twecn which wo there .is an exceeding 
great difference, ſo ſhall the Bodies of th 
Saints riſc out of their Graves and ente 
Heaven, with fuch impaſſibility and cls 
riry, with fuck agility , and ſubcilty , «ef> 
is not now to be comprehended by us. An« 
if the Saints Bodies be thus changed we 
may rationally conclude the change of the 
ſenſes ſhall be commenſurate, and equal 4 
to the ſame. And as they (hall hereby befſſ©! 
advanc'd, and their capacity and vivacity 
be amplified and enlarged ; fo ſhall they” 
have an heppineſs, and delights adequate 
therounto : And though we know nc 
what theſc ſenſes ſhall be, yet we call them 
ſeting , and hearing ; but what (hell be 
ſcen and heard as beautiful and delightful, 
that we cannot tell. But certainly the 
pulchritude and fairneſs, the beauty, and 
brightneſs of Suri, Moon, and Stars, and 
all the Lamps of Heaven, with all the for- 
mole objeRs in the world ; yea, could we 
fappoſe all the admired and adored beau- 
ties that have been, arc, or-{ball be ſcen, 
colleRcd, and united into ons body ,-orF,- 
niade 20 corcenter in one (perſon. ; wid F ; 
fparkle forth in one face, and whatever) 
amiablencſs is diffuſed through the whole F* 
eteation, were nade to meet, m—_ T* 
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i all viſible ax one. view. in any one fi 
| obje& ; afid our eyes dazled, and I. 
power'd at the emiſſion andeſfiux of its 
M beams, yer all would be but a very dark. 
MY repreſcntation,a very imperie& miſerable 
glimmering of that bright ſhining Sun of 
immortal glory,and the incomprehenfi 'e 
"Ml Bcauty of the Face of God,that the Eyes of 
Fthbe glocificd Saints (hall be ftrengthened 
to behold. I.'s.true,a full proper,and imme 
Mdiate fight of the immenſe divine cflence 
"Ythere caanot be,ſor that being infinite can- 
not be comprehended by |. _ _ 
a vine faculty, which is a.c,us, 12m. 
but finite (as fnite objeRs 
may, whoſe ſplendor doth not over power 
ts ſtrength) andit being likewiſe an in- 
reated immaterial, and ſpiritual objeR, 
0 it muſt be inviſible to a corporeal Eye, 
or it's ſight being united to the objeR,' by 
4 >< help of the ſenfible Species, 5. e. the 
Imilitudes-or Image of the objeR, the di- 
inc Eſſence cannot be viſible to it, be- 
uſe it's impoſſible for a thing created to 
epreſent that which is increated ; as a 
cated Speciesto repreſcnt an increated 
xÞbjca, or a material Species an immaterial 
bj, end to aſſert the contrary would be 
o make the divine Eſſence a created be- 
Ft tex ghen topey would bg lags. odher 
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- 65 A Biſtbuvie of theExceUlericy: 
ſimilitude of it, ſomething as could repre» 
ſcrit it as the proper likeneſs thereof. -- 
\ This is the Reaton why that clear ſight 
od, wHich is called the Beatifical Viſion 
ecauſe it makes the Seer bleſlcd) is prin- 
cipally intelleAual, and thus the Saints in 
glory ate ſaid to [ce the divine Eſſence, ac- 
cbtding to Matt. 5.9. 8 Fob. 3. 1. We ſhall 
ſet Vinms as he is, 1 Cor. 13. 12. but now 
we. ſee through a Glaſs darkly, but then 
Pace to Face (that is now we ſee imme- 
diately , but then we (ball fee immediate- 
ly, ſo that the great obje& ſcen now and 
hen, is the ſame) Pſal. 17. 15. Ms for me 
I will behold thy Face, &C. Rev.22 4. Mat. 
18. 10. 1n Heaven the Angels do always be- 
hold the Face of my Father. This heati- 
fica] Viſion is ſuch a fight of God, as is 
appoſite to the fight of Faith, 2 Cor: 5. 7, 
that fight then being immediate, the ſigh 
of him in the ſtate of bleſſednefs (as the 
Amtith:/is 10 that reſpe&@to the other)will 
be immediare.By this, ſhall theSoul ſee di 
vine the Efſewce apprehenfively (according 
rv it's finite cretted, bur thenenlarged and 
perſeted capacity of the underflanding 
fo as it cannot proceed further in point of 
knowledze concerning God, or that great 
Queſtion 4 God lis. - But ph thi 
feticirarivz- Viſion be principally rf 
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of the Yeaventy DubTance: * 67 
the Soul, yet the Scripture ſcems to hold 
forth that lo much of the drvize glory ſhall 
beam forth to the glorthed corporcal Eye 
# © to b. hold, as ſuch a Creature is capable 
1-'Y of, for dclighting it in a moſt wonderful 
nl ravilhing manner; for the Divinc cflencs 
e- being an Arbitrary, and voluntary Glaſs, 
1 'Y he may according to his good pleaſure ma» 
wi nifcit more or leſs of ſuch a viſible glory, 
nl tothe Eyes of Saints in Heaven. And 
tf why mav there notbe ſuch a corporeal 
e&- Vition, or ocular Veiw of the Face of God 
id in this ſeoſe, ſecing Facob bad it (though 
well in a lower degrec becauſe his mortal Rate 
ff would not bear ſuch a fight as is proper to 
e-N a ftate immortal) upon Earth, Ger. 33.30. 
ti-N I have (cen, ſaith he, God, Face to Face, 
is though it was not God's Effence that was 
7.4 diſcernable as that time, yet, beſides that 
bumane form, and ſhape that God appear- 
ed in (and which at firſt might make him 
think ic was buta man,): before he left, Fu- 
cob, (befides his ſolemn blefling him) it's 
very probable he gave ſome demonſrati- 
on of his Divinity, which it's likely was 
by ſome glorious appearance, or reſplen- 
deat, and bright maniſctation of himſelf 
th (fo much as he was then capable of bear- 

of -ing)-co his Eye fight, this made bim. fay [ 4 
| haveſcca God Face to How and. yet my life ; 
| ==. 7 2 08-4 
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53 A Diſcourſe of the Excellency 
is preſerved. Such a fight Moſes and As" 
ron, &c, had of God in the Exod. 24. v 
10. And they ſaw the God of Jſraet ; 
how ? by the cffulgency and (bining forth 
of ſome glory, and btightneis which was 
obvious to their tenſe, bywhich they might 
perceive that God was preſent in an cipe- 
cial, and extraordinary manner, this ap« 
pcars by what follows. And there was 
under his Feet as it were a paved work of 
a Sapbir Stone (which is a Stone of a ve- 
ry clear Sky colour) and as it were the 
body of Heaven in it's clearneſ(s, or in 
it's brightneſs, Exod. 23. 18. Moſes ſupplis 
catesGod that he would ſhew him his glo- 
ry,lbew me rhy glory, which is not to be 
underſtood of God's efſence (which no 
doubt he knew to be inviſible) but his 'di» I} p, 
vine glory. While God was ſpeaking I} tf 
with him by a ſenfible Voice, his preſence }| o: 
was over-ſhadowed with ſome Cloud, or & N 
darkncſs, ſothat this glory did not appear I li 
and therefore now he dcfired either the re» || of 
moral of the intgrpoting Cloud, or that } p 
his glory might break through. it to ff ec 
be objected to | his ſenſe, God in | ni 
the 29. verlc. replicstothis Petition thys. || th 
I will make my goodweſs pals before thee, 
that is 1 my ſelf will paſs before thee and 


with my f{cif-all my goodneſs; and gay, 
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'E but ſeeing it is too mach for thee to coam- 
prehend, it (ball therefore pals, and not 
' Ray for thee to gaze upon, -it (hall pals be. 
\ fore, or by thee that thou maycit ſee alha- 
EB dow of it behind. .- That which Moſes 
BW was (o defirous to ſee, was the Divine gloe 
ry fully manifeted, and diſplayed 3 now 
God tells him that this ſtate of dehiled in- 
| firmity, and mortallity was not capable of 
| it ; therefore God promiſeth to help the . 


Y 


imyerſc&tion and dimneſs of fight, by the 
BW in{tuction of his Ear, asfolloweth,l will 
| prociaim my name, z. e. my nature. Now 
that Moſes might know that God was not 
unkind to him, while he denied to grati- 
ſy his cequeſt, he tells him plainly in the 
20. v, He could nit | ſee his Face without the 
peril, and bazard of bis life... And he ſaid 
thou canſt not ſee my Face, (which is not 
only-to be «underſtood of Gods [piritual 
Majeſty, which is altogether inviſible, bug 
likewiſe, if not principally in this place 
of that brightneſs and glory which accom- 
panicth his preſence,and that he is cloath-, 
cd with as with aGarmenr. )For there ſhall 
none ſce we, and ve. From thele words 
the principal objetion may be raiſed,  a- 
eainftany ocular yiews, or corporeal Vi. 
fions of God in Heaven : For ſceing [in 
Heaven the Saints ſhall have their bus: 
«ik - F 3 mane 
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56 A Difconrfe oftheErceilency | | 
mane nature,. and not ceaſe to be men, 
how can they fee any thing of him there, 
more than here, and live. To which 
it may be replied, that either ſuch a Vi-I} Þ 
ſion of God is not in this life, but in the ic 
other, that if a man would fee God, hel Y 
muſt firſt die, and then! he (hall ſee ( as it Y 
were? face to face ; and fo the fence of fo 
the words is this ; No man while he /ives BB V 
in a mortal condition here upon earth, fr 
can ſee my face : which interpretation [ ſp 
do not approve of ( becauſe it contradjas}j © 
other Scriptures already ſpoken to and} © 
explaind) without another, which is; f 
That the full manifeſtations of my glory} © 
are too much for mans inhrmity to bear, fi 
and apprehend : Thus for man to ſee me, i © 
would ſo aftoniſh him, as to make himall V 
dead man, Rev. 1.16, 17. Dan. 10. 8,9. t 
This is that glory which Afoſes detired ro © 
fee, which God tells him he was not cap2- t 
ble of beholding, as he was a mrcer mortal b 
man. But yer it's clear from verf. 23. 
that God did maniſst ſo much of his 
glory to him as was ſufficient for his &i- 
ſcerning, -and for his deſire. When he 
ſaith hou ſhalt ſee my back-parts, he ſpeaks 
here as if he appeared in humane ſhape 
at this time, who theugh he hid his 
glory from Atoſes his eyes (ns if an band: 
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had been ſpread over his face to coves 
him ) while he paſſed before him, yer 
© was he priviledged with a glimpſe of 
his glory coming after, behind he might 
ſce him as in « ſhadow. And it's probable 
when Moſes came down from Mount Si- 
ie 24, ( where he bad been forty days, and 
off forty nights without food, with God ) 
with a ſhining luſtre upon his face, it was 
from a reflexion of a divine glory and 
[{ ſplendor upon it, which he was in ſome 
conſiderable degree enabled and Rrengrh- 
4} enced to behold, Exod. 34. 28,29,30. We 
find that in the Mount, when Chrift was 
transfigur'd, Matih. 27. 2+ 9.2. and his 
face and countenance irradiated with 
cceleftial glory, yet thoſe Diſciples which 
were with him, had ocular views of it, 
though in reſpe& of their mortal condi- 
tion they could ſcarce bear and endure 
the ſparkling rayes thereof, bur ſcem te 
| | be afoniſhed, while wonderfiyly, revith- 
<d and delighted with the fame! Now if 
the 'zye of God's Saints have had fuch 


py mplce of Divine Glory upon - earth, 
what clearer and fuller view will they 
have thereof in heaven, when their viſible 
faculty and organ of Gght-thall be ons 
ſpeakably invigorated, and made a thou- 
ſand degrees more. pure , and piercing, 

| F 4 more 
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72 FBiſtourleof theExceflency 
more acute and quick than now:-it is : ' And 
if-a ſmall beam, or glympſe thereof was 
ſo delectable to Peter, Fobn, and 7 ames, 
that were with Chriſt in the Mount that tl 
they were loath to leave it, but were veryſi tl 
deſirous to take up their abode there how J 
infnjtely more pleaſant- and raviſhing it 
will thoſe more open, and ample. mani-Wſ {; 
ſeftations of Glory be ? and though weſff x; 
cannot determine what the meaſures n 
thereof will be, yet we may conclude it & 
will infinitely more ſurpaſs the moſt ami-Y y 
able, and Loves-moſt powerful attrative] / 
objes upon earth, than either the Morn-} » 
jog or Meridian Sun', that minute andfÞ x 
liccle light, that a&s the part of an Hypo-ih « 
crite in a Glow-worm. f 
* We may rationally ſuppoſe likewiſe, | « 
that the ſight of Chriſt, as he is man, « 
with all the inherent cceleſtial qualities} « 
of his 'moſt glorions body , will render} - 
heaven « place full of deleRableneſs, ThisY -+ 
"muſt be the next objeR to the Beatifical Þ + 
;'Vigon it ſelf. © To have the ſulneſs of the Þ| 
Godhead, that which dwelleth in himj : 
bodily, Col. 2. 9.. radiating , as it Were, 

chrodgh his tranſparent body, muſt afford 
exceflive delights to the beholder. That 
Glory of the Manhood, which. is out-of 


meaſure (that is reſpeRiyely, in egy 
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of us who arc unable to meaſure it ) muſt 
be a moſt lovely obje&t'to behold. To ſee 
that Chriſt whoſe viſage was marred more 
than ay man, and his form more than 
the Sons of men, .J/a. 52.14. whom the 
Jews could {ce no beauty in, that they 
ſhould defire him, 1/a. 5 }. 2. #ho was de+ 
ſpiſed, and rejected of men, « man of ſor- 
rows, and acquainted with prief, and who 
was mot efteemed by men, Ila. 52.3. who 
bath born our priefs; and carried 'our ſor» 
rows, who was woundea for our tranſpref- 
fions, and bruiſed for our ingquities : upon 
whom was the chaſtiſement of our peace; 
ana with whoſe firipes we are healen, Iſs. 
53. 4,5. Him who was ſpit upon, and buf+ 
fited, Matth. 26. 67. Who endured am 
eruQation of all obloquies. and evomition 
of 'all blaſphemies 'upon him, who” was 

every way moſt opprobriouſly and contu- 
miliouſly--aad ;} tho was ſcourged ani 
whipt, Malt 27: 26. Who when he was 
.inthe ptime and flowcr of his youth, -had 
'his'beauty ſo-much withered and decay- 
ed, and his: body ſo much macerared 
through want , and poverty, and variety 
of ſorrows, 'as if wrincklng and furrow- 
'ing old -age bad overtaken and ſeized 
upon him, or did very nearly approach 
him, F#.8.57.. Whoſe innocent apd pe 
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foul was put into fo great an agony , thay 
be (wear. as it were great drops of blood, 
falling down to the ground, Luk. 22. 44. 
which made him ſay, his ſou/ was exceeds 
ing /orrowſul, even unto death, Matth. 26. 
28. <wr@, encompalled and beſieged 
round about, beſet with ſorrows. And 
to conclude this, to ſee him after that 
moſt low face of his Humiliation, having, 
when he was born, a Manger for his Cra- 
dle ; crown'd with thorns (as a fign of 
the greateſt contempt ) and after all this 
condemned and executed upon the Crols 
crucihed for the greater contempt be- 
tween two Thieves, moſt ſcornfully there 
inſulted over, having his fides pierced 
with the ſpear, to ler forth a pure ſtream} j; 
of his moſt precious blood, -and not only 
to endure that moſt ſhameful, ignomini- 
ous tormenting death of the Croſs , but ,, 
the wholc weight, and burden of his Fa-ff 
thers wrath and diſpleaſure, 'and the fe- 
verc ſtrokes and laſhes of vindigtive, pu-Þ} x. 
nitive juſtice, and the verypains of Hell f 
to take hold of his ſoul: I ſay after all 
this, to ſec him exalted in glory, andfj , 
majeſty, at the right hand of his Facher; Þ 1, 
a'{parkling Crown upon' his head, firting 
upon a magnificent Throne, to ſee his 
countenance a3 the Sun. ſhineth 4n his 
bY ſreagth, 
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Wftrength, &ev.1.16- to ſee him exceeding 
all the glory of Angels ; to ſee him 1n- 
finitely more beautiful in his whole body 
than bis Spouſe the Church ({ when cn» 
amour'd of him) moſt paſſionately and 
Rhetorically deſcribes him to be, Caxr. 5. 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14,4 15,16. Toſce as much 
of the Creator, and the Divine Nature in 
Chriſt, as is poſſibly vifible in tie nature 
of man ; and not only to ſee Chritt in all 
that eminency of. his glory, but (if we 
be Saints) to ſee Chriſt in it as ours, as 
we are intereſted in this objet, will make 
ir moſt delc&able, Fob. 17. 24 We hnd + 
this is the great happineſs, honour, and 
priviledg that Chriſt wills for all true Be- 
lievers. Father, 7 will that 
they alſo whom thou haft given 
me , be with me where 1 a, 
that #hey may behold my glory which thew 


ha#t given me. Ccenaigly Chit would 
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This proves his 
Diviniry. 


T7T'< &S is 


* 


| never have wild this, would it not af- 
" ford ineffable joy to the beholder , and 


fully prove, that as mach contentation 
as the creature can be made partaker of 
by rhe fight of any one vatible objec, will 
be the portion of the Rebolders of Chriſt, 
as he 15 man. The wiſc maniells us, The 
eye i never )atisficd with ſeeing, Eccl, 1.8. 
Akhovgh it may be wearied with look- 
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ing vpon various-obje&s, yet it 15 not (qt! 
tisficd, but Kill defires new ones, and caniWt! 
drink them in without ſurfeiting ; ſo than 
though the 4s of the eye be fcanc, andiffiÞ 
finite, yet the luſts of the eye ſeem toi 
have a kind of infinity in them. Now alle: 
this ariſcth from the imperſe&ion of allWp 
conſpicable glory and beauty in thisFc« 
world ; for the fight cannot be quieted, WW 
except in the moſt excellent of vitble ob-t! 
jects, and this it only meets with in heg- 
ven. MAelanithon defired death for this it 
very end, that he might ſee Chriſt inſt! 
glory ; Cnpio ex hac vita migrare propter il” 
dias cauſas , primum ut fruar defiderato i * 
conſpettu filii Det, & Celeſtis Ecclefie, ec. 
And if death be defiravie by the Saints Wt! 
for this end, certainly the obje& will be I ® 
proportionably delightful. ſ1 
We may likewiſe rationally conceive - 
n 
V 


the glorified bodics of che Saints will be 
very delightful objets, whoſe conſtantly 
flowring and radiant beauty ſhall never 
be incentives and baits to luſt ; ſhall not 
beget unchaft thoughts, nor allure and | 9 
tempt to unclean embraces. There (hall I v 
be no need of Ornaments to cover any || 
deformities of the body, or to add a grace | & 
ani comlineſs-to any of i'ts parts; all JI " 
meretricious Painting, and Patching; all Þ v 
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(a Mthe clouding Tovers (as an addition .to 
anfithar ſufficiency of hair which God, and 
nature hath given to the female Sex) ſhall 
be quite out of falhion, ang, of no uſe. 
Had man continued in the ftate of Inno- 
cency, that beauty which is now com- 
poſed of the moſt exat ſymmetry, and 
omplexion, falls inconceivably {hort of 
what it would then hayc been ; and cven 
that, before tin darkned it's luſtre, and 
ain'd it's glory, or in the leaft withered 
ig it's lower; wasnot to be compared with 
nf this. They ( faith our Saviour ) ſoallihe 
Ml righteous ſhine forth as the ſun, in the 
to kingdom of their father. Which may very 
= well be underftood ( as one ſenſe, if not 
; © the chief) of their corporcal brightneſs; 
e © and it's probable, had there been a more 
ſplended creature in the whole viſible 
Creation than the San,our Saviour would 
bave made uſe of it, to expreſs the for- 
molity of the Saints bodies by in hea- # 
Ven. 

To ſee then Heaven full of thoſe bo- 
dies, which perhaps were once cloathed 
with ulcerous ſoars, with loathſome and 
nauceating deformities, and liable to ſo 
great varicty of diſcaſes ; and though 
many of them -were freed from theſe 
miable things, yet at laſt their rareſt 
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Beauties were expoſed to blaſting Old-age;ſ co 
which planted deep Furrows in theirfff ſo! 
ſmooth Brows, ſhrunk and ſhriveld up 
their plump, and comely Checks, and tic 
cauſing their moſt traight,and upright,Bo-jſſ kc 
dies to bow:themſelves, and uncomclily to M 
ſtoop ;, | ſay to ſce Heaven ſofull of thoſeſf ſu 
Bodics,and every Body fo perfeRly beauti. ff In 
ful, that no addition can be made, andalf ht 
ſupplements are excluded ; what delight V< 
muſt this afford ? what a ftrange magne-Jſ tO 
tick vertuc is there in imperfe& Beauty 
wpon earth? Scarce an Eye can come 
within the reach and view of it, but more 
or Jefs it doth attract it, how much more 
comp!lacentizl chen muſt it's attraftions 
be who ics compleat in Heaven. 

[ 1:rough the corruption, anddepravi- 
ty of tumane nacture,how fatal, and perni- 
cious hath Frenty buen to mankind in this 
lower Werld? byits cflaſcinations, and 
enchanments it hath wofully, and miſcra- 
bly boouiled many thouſands. What an 
univerſal £92preſs, and Queemis the inthe 
World ? her Domimons, and Soveraign- 
ty ex:ending as far as there arc any reaſon- 
able inhabitants uaon the Earth. And with 
ehat abſolacndls, . and great authority 
dath ſhe command?” Torfolhl her ples+ 
fure the ſometimes makes wile: Men Fools 
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Ef couragious Men Cowards, and Cowards: 
rf ſometimes couragious totheir own deftru- 
Rion, while their Rivals lay the Foutidg« 
tion of their ſuppoſed - (but miſtaken 
honour) in. their blood. Rich men ſhs 
off makes poor, whatvaſt Eſtates; and T rea- 
ſures hath ſhe devoured. Patrimonies, 
-Nf Ioheritances, and Lordſhips in abundance 
hath ſhe ſwallowed up. Millions of Sil- 
ver,Gold,and Jewels have been Sacrificed 
toher: And all the Riches both of Land 
and Sea, are nvt 100 much to maintain 
her; ſo boundleſs is the coft, and 
charges of her infolent Pride? How un- 
kind 1s ſhe to, and tyrannizeth over them 
moſt, that are her greateft Admirers, and 
Adorers, and ruines them unmercifully, 
| and cruelly that do the greateſt Homage 
. toher. How many Nobles hath ſhe de- 
$K graded, aid debaſed? How many crown» 
if cd Heads hath ſhe conquered ? How ma« 
. fy Kings, and Princes hath ſhe made her 
if Servants and Vaſlals to Lackey aſter her? 
How many flouriſhing Kingdomes, and 
ly Politick Bodies (as erc the Earth 
or the Sun ſhined upon) bach She 
laid- waſte-and deftroyed? How many 
thoulaads hath She giyen to the devour- 
ing Sword, the jmort ggcr, and the 
313cz ig- 
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ignominious Halter ? How often bath 
She fill'd the World with Blood, or made 
ita Sanguincous Stage;and Theatre? How: 

frequently hath She made. the Riricted 
Bonds of Nature to be broken? to make 
her Commands to take place, and her; 
Laws to be kept. inviolable by her Cap»! 
tives; She hath made the: neareſt, and; 
dearcit Relations cruel unto, and to em-! 
brew their hands in the Blood of each 
other. How contrary to all Juſtice, E- 
uity and Reaſon arc her EdiQs, and yet Wi 
bs power is ſo great, and abſolute that. a 
bat few Hero's can be found, that witha 
daring boldneſs, are reſolute to diſobey,, 
and reſiſt them. And this is the greateſt 
miſcheif of all that ſhe doth to the world, 
that as ſhe hath a power to effe& it, ſo She 
ſports and delights her ſelf in nothing: Þ 
more, then in brutifying (and yet with: 
their own conſent, which with ſome be-. 
witching charm She ftrangly gains) her 
Devotees, and turning them into Beaſts. 
But becauſe this is ſo, is therefore dg» 
formity to be defired, choſen, and pre- 
ferred - before Beauty ? certainly no, for 
that were to diſpiſe, and contemn one. of 
the moſt <xcellegt, outward gilts, of: God, 
and Nature,” it were to beſmear doh, 
; - , irt 


F. 


© 8. 


La, 
Qa 


> 2a 3.0 


« XX mt 


 # WS YT 


Dict upon that which is the greatett glory 
(next oR Reaſon) of humane Ne _ 
to diſparage that which is io be the, ſmile 
of nature, the cxccllency and:glols of ;xhe 
wholc Creation, ycr.a more dark.and ime 
perſet reſemblance of God. bimſelE , Let 
t the noble Reaſon of man- keep- it's 
Throne in.ihe Soul, and hold the Reins 
of Governmeat over the ſame in its hands, 
excrcifing like a King it's Regiment over 
the inferiour facoliies,. curbing and rg- 
training a bruitiſh, extravagant appetite; 
and thena duc, and right improvement 
will be.made of it, which 'is to admire 
he wiſdome and .power of it's Original 
and Creator, \and to celebrate him forthe 
ame. - And thus ſhall the glotified doin 
eayen, they will always celebrate that 
infinite wiſdom and. omnjpotent power 
which could cloath ſo manyMyraids of bo- 
dies with this white Raiment,that could ad- 
vance Duſt and Clay to ſugh- high-perſe- 
tion, Rev.3., 4» 5, 7, 10. How do we 
xailſe and commend. a+Limner when he 
Iraws. but gn inanimate; and liveleſs 
ifure. to the. life 3 when every -Linmb, 
Member, Muſclc, and . Feature, with all 
ne ſmalleſt /yifible Parts of the original 
dow, arc cxattly repreſented in it 5 w# 
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: "JIE a8 at « Mines Tower 
ſhifies forth init, and guided tke Peng 
tothe perfeion of the Draught. Ho 
4much-more ſhall God be prais'd and mag 
-nified by his Saints in Heaven, that hath 
-miade their Bodies in ſome ſenſe living,and 
4inimoertal PiRures of bimſelf, which ha 
made them fairer then the Moon, (whict 
hath her ſpots) and clearer then rhe Sut 
To know and'confidet theit Beaury,to bi 
the effe& of *{6 meny of Gods glorious at 
tributes, will-makt it infinitely more & 
lightful and raviſhing. Here Beavrty ſbal 
:dono hurt, burgood, where the Fire ant 
Flames of Luſt [hall- be for ever EX 
guithed. - Dowe hang upPitures in c 
Rooms, becav'e they are'fo ornament: 
and do they afford/ſ» much delight to thi 
corious Eye, and critical, beholder, whe 
drawn moſt dexterouſly by rhat curic 
Peacil, which was managed 'and/ guid 
with the Reddy hand of ſome 'rare, and 
moſtringenivus Apelles, * Certain! 
.co fee conftantly,, ſo many- Millions « 
Bodies beaurifii by all thar wiſdom, _ 
and power that is "in' the Creator of” & 
Heavens and the Earth, muſt make't 
[Heaven where the Saints res 
places of admirable Dele&tability: 
PFrrmament when-moſt within 
WOMrIEREng Stars, GAREY 
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dcformicd end wmpleaſant objeH! th coun: 
pariſon of the fame ; 'and could we fup- 
"the Whols Earth to bt ole Garde 
{Fof doriferous 8 beautiful —_—_ 
the'deleAubleucſs of their objeR would 
infinitely ſhorr 8f the oth6r, yes if all the 
Beſity diffeſed thtough ſo gredt'a variety, 
were"<oticentring itt one Flower ;. yer 


would" it 'not! mmtcly, - or equalize the 
ptr of 0tie Saints Body-in Heaven; 


herefore -& 'ouf Saviour 4eHs Us, that'ss- 
hind ot bis'glory was not cloathel 
like '/vne Lilly, fo all Lillies and other 
Flowers are not in all their gloty, dcath- 
64 Yee ohe Skiht in Heaven. - 
We may norwithout good reaſori alſh 
conevivetharthe ſenſe of Hearing, ſhall 
baveit's Yel 
thine of. Ne 
(that"is thie | Beaft, 
white {Y methinks ſhould aor 
be uſcleſs'in Heaven, ' and there all the 
Saif be Domb; Pol 16. 
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"3 we of he Erreſes 
oug] ed ongnny, ol by wc 
Janguege may n0tn all reſpeRts | 
de on 8c 'here, bat in ſome- incony 
<eavable-mmnner undergo 8 changer likes 
He. And the ſacred Scriptures leamto 
firm that.there hall be audable Hy/elms 
jobs, angyongs of Thankfulneſs in-Heas 
fg the Tengmne > me "oT 
s|l-bugmployed to Gang forth to! 
Res _ 3» 426. boſides theihigh and 
conſtant inwerd Admirstion 5 and Adort+ 
tions of their Souls. Which things,with 
all #þeic other. vocal, conyerſe i 
(though no doubt there {hall be " 
the Speech of their. bleſſed: Souls,. which 
Þ's power whereb: they can make.known 
pe unto another, what they know them- 
£5!11esbyfpiritual infiquations, 'aod inftil+ 
lations) -thail be a far-more pleaſant ant 
Aviſhing Mclody, and infinite more.db+ 
lightfyl w the. Ear,. then,any loftrumesr 
tal ang vocal Muſick,vpon Earth," chat 
hath the ſweeteſt Air. 'Burchough is map 
be ahove thegra(p, of -out:6apIrrirites-pow 
mikiliblevod:termine how-cheirToaguas 
Mit}; every way ; e:;:mployed, to pleaſe 
and delighberheir Ears $4 ef we carianly 
know they ſhall nqvercie.ahad rk grate 
-nd, maleft; them ;g; {Al}! Topgues: fins 
hg {aall;crale-. -bqaven know! F 
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what "fwearing, nor! _—_— ing's what 
obſcgne, nor althy ralking, : Nor 
reproaching, ſlandering, haedeck bales 
lyiog, nor perjuring ; yes, hor what idle; 
Dor Vain prate-means 2 all thoſe: are exe 
cluded, and ſhut ourfor cunt thor.”  -4- 
-Bud are theſe the grandeſt and bighat 
things to expreſs the Deleflubilitewh this 
ſubtavce-by. as it's in Heaven? :Noz far 
the .accompliſkment of all , ſhall bd tbe 
2dyancement: of the perfeRtly ſanctibed 
ſoul. tothe fulleſt fevitioniof, the ncare 
and (cloſeſt; unzon. and conjunttion y the 
mo& intimate + and :boſame ,communios 
With the infinitcly bleed Gods that it's 
capeble of ; This doth far; ſurpils/ all 9s 
ther delightful objeRs that. can he namedi; 
This is. that which - certaioly 'wilh afford 
the higheft cormplacencies t6 rherſpulj {of 
BOW it's: powers 4d capacitiegbeingicy? 
cetding greet, it's aRtidng extecddiang” xd 
gorous:;and frong ,' it's bm ery 
and knoyledg 


be molt. (weet--: The pleat 
theſoul ſhall have of God, ;willibeancon} 
ceiwably delectable . ad = complaten tial 
What ſweeter embraces are their 18the 
%gkd,; than bcyween,:the-Joiellect mad 
Truths. which: makes 
Philoſephc 


Jaiherexrted the pieafuras off rib glv/ tet 
rfho201 | G'3 ou; 
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vetous Adſeys in the world, ' But when! 
this: moſt noble faculty of the ſoul is 
macche with, and hath forit's unchanges 
able object the prime Truth, God him- 
ſelf; how unſpeakably ravilhin muſtir's 
delights rtiea be ? It is impoſflible for ths 
underſtinJing to acquicſce; exceptitbein 
the higheſt Being ; for regres bryce Frotti 
are convertible, ſo is the'hi 


- andthehigheft Truth. Aug nr ors, 


then having arrived at this, all 'it's 
ceftliefs ſcarch and (enquiries aftev o_ 
guſt be terminated and concluded, 
iTthath' found'this moft comperhen 
ve'reuth;' who can conceive how 
and" delicious its pleaſures willbe ' 
It's by: this rifive power of 'the ſoul, that 
_—_ divine Eflence it ſelf, which 
yeth it ſelf to the ſame. This 
Schoolmen various ways ; 


in an incomprehenſible 
pln, is it is an aftual illvſtre- 
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raiſe, rich and illiterate Clowns, and co- 
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with the undesRandiog, caufing 
a moit bleſſed vigon ; and when others 
call che-light of glory, a perfeRjon ſuper-. 
added. to the underſtanding, whereby it's 
made able to Tee God, the ſence is the 
ſame; and this is that which will be the 
joy of, joys, and afford the moſt quinte- 
{ceatial delights, and clixorated pleaſures 
to the ſoul ; for in the perſet knowledg 
of God, the glorified underftanding ſhall 
know all other things cognoſcible ; for 
then (hall all Philoſophical, as well as 
Theolugical doubts be-refolved ; ſuch as 
we have in Fob 38, 16, 17, 1, 19, 10 
Far the- will of God repreſenting. the 
ceeature, is that eternal Ideas, where, as 
in « glaſs, the Works of God. are more 
perſealy ſeen, than in themſelves, God 
isan intinite Effence,; and containeth<mi- 
nently the perſc&ion of the whole Cre- 
ation, - or every creature: from the firſt to 
the" leſt , and therefore ns effects are vi- 
Gbleand legible in their cauſes, and:con- 
clufions in their principles , fo is every 
creature to, be ſcen in God ; ſar they are 
all eminenticlly contajincd in bim, and fo 
may be ſeen. in hin, in a more excellen; 
manner than in themſelves; As 8 Build- 
ing, or-s Watch, or any other piece of 

nilm . could we fee. it clearly in 
29-464} G 4 the 
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the perfe& conception ' of the Artificery/ 
we ſhould ſec it im a. more excellent man. 
net than' in the Edifice, or work it (elf 
When once the' perfe&ed wnderftanding' 
folly knows-the firſt cauſe, and original! 
truth-,' it ſhall be lrable to no miſtakes! 
nor errors more, ' which do fo much per- 
plex and torment-the mind. Hence Sim-' 
pliciue,in his Commentary m Epidt. Enchiy. 


ſpeaking of the gradual progreflions of 


the Intellot, in- the inveſtigation and' 


proſecution of truth, afferts, thar when' 


it reacheth God, its attginments are the 
beſt, and moſt -perfc.----14 24+ «5w ogic 3Hv 
«ri mn ii 5, 64 ren afar, Und enm hac 


que a4 Dtum fit comtentio, ef optima & 


ons quantuns fieri pete#”, eryoris ex- 


pers. 
To all that hath been faid, this may: 


be added to demonſtrate the - Heavenly F 


DeleRabilities, that 1s, the conſtant un- 
' interrupted profufions of the perſeted 
Divine Love upon God ( which includes 
the perſc&t reitude and conformity of 
the ſouls wills to the Soveraign,' Supreme 
Will of God, and- its attain'd reſt in its 
-utm»ft and perſcRing end ;)- ſor as Love: 
is the Efſence-of God , 1 Jeb: 4) $5264 
ſo Love is the 'Efſence of the Soul, and 


thc noLkcf pleakus, and 71x ib y0ys,/are- 
EB A ſeiche.. 
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fetcht inz und: conveyed by Tove into it's © 
every mary by rayaryey frog rededd 
what's ſectet emantion of "{weetneſs 
there is from a good that's loved” ts by 
Love; - that: every govd communicates It 
ſelf to'our ſouls, -and they are made c#- 
pablo of @ participation thereof, by 3 and' 
the- greater the good is, ( provided the 
i actings of love be ' proportion'd *thert-" 
unto) the greater and ſweeter "are the 
plcaſuresthar ſpring from it. '' Go# then 
being the ſupreme Good, and that'Good 
which for its perfe&tion com Is" all 
other good, what plentiful deliphty muſt 
reſulc, ' and yen from it, _ ſa- 
mely. and perf loy'd in'Hewven'? 
his iefhur hich will make the joys of 
glorified Saints, to flower, and ſpring up” 


for ever: 
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" F, When love'is not mutual, and recipro-' 
- | cut; when it is not 'refleted back again, 
| I andthe ſoul cannet hear the pleaſant, and 
5 if carhcftly *expedted Fechs ( I love: thee) 
b i from the amorated object : And when n& 
p I alterndte exerciſes of this paſſion” can be 
- || perceived; then many timesir produceth -... 
|| range inquietudes,” and pertorbations'of * 

| , "exceſs of' grief; befotting Melen-* 

| 


dE. * 


choly, reſtleſs: commiotions of Tpirit, and 
ſometimes wearinels of oucs Crd 
ant | | . 
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and being, and then 6 far from bei 
G_ cauſe of the Amoriſts ſclicity , ws 
creates his —_— miſery; and when 
: a ſutable reſponſc and an-: 
bo SID from its object are cxſpircd,' then it 
C turns into loathing, and the higheft diſ- 
dain of, and revengeſul fury againſt the 
ſame. And not only ſo, but exceedingly 
tortures 4, and proves prodigiouſly , and- 
mon&ryouſly unkind to the ſoul that firſt 
conceived it, and brought it forth: and 
baving; obtained too great «a Maſterdome: 
over the ſoul, (enfeebled and conſumed 
with. its flames) Neyo-like, it would rip 
up the womb, and tear aut the bowels of 
its, own | Mother. ' And under this mi- 
ſecable froftration, and deplorable diſap- 
= pointment, its like an cnrag'd man, who 
when he cannot be revenged upon the 
offered great pure) to him, he will 
tear his. own kair, and fleſh, and execute 
his fury upon his neareſt relation, or the 
man that is next.to him. 
But Heaven admits of no ſuch thing 

for there the gloriked Saints ſhall not, 
yea cannot puſibly love God ſo much, as 
they (ball. be loved |by him ; guts = 
loxe him. but according_to their pe 


ns AE TI SE 


. Wie N .ng 


=. as io i es. oo firs 8 Gs ————_—_—s © a a i a oa iia@©ic.@a4a cog & © II a + cm 6... * 


XUN 


"FD ”, a ; 
KI GE EP SSR 
= 
5 p, 4 o * 


ing to his perfect, infinite goodneſs 2 

| Jors nad "ry gue wag in. 
i and he loves them fo far as he. is good 
= and therefore look how far his goodnels 
i exceeds theirs, {o far muſt his love 

theirs 3: When God therefore and they 
meet together in heaven, there will benos 
thing but the higheſt endearments 'of 
love betwixt them, norhing but the my« 
ual conſtant acrings and embracements of 
Love, in the' very boſom of God's Love 
ſhal their pure and holy'fſouls'be lodged 
for ever. O how ſweet, and pleaſant will 
that Heaven be, where perfect 'creared, 
and perſqct intreated love {hall meet toges 
ther ; were the Saints (hail never doube 
more, whether or no they do love.God 
ſincerely, (that is , prevalcntly- and ſus 
premely) which occafions many perplex» 
ing thoughts, many inquirics into,” and 
- much deep ſearching of their hearts here; 
leaſt aſter all their higheſt pretences, and 
profeſſions, they (hould proveand periſh 
as bypocrites for ever : - And then ſhell 
alltheir perplexing doubts, and diſquiet- 
ing ſcars chat they are not loved by Godz 
teaſe ;\-No ſuch complaints as we read of 
$575 14: 15516, {ha)l be — —— 
3." Fhevo-Huad be- no _w_ 
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counſel. which; we hive ,in :4/4:50, 26 
Who « there anorg you that. feareth: thi; 
Zird, that obegeth the yornt of bis ſern 
fbat futeth in darkneſs, ax fecth no light, 
kat hum trait. in the Lard, axd ftay bimſelflif 
wen bis God, That text, ſhall never: bell 

ea. b'd upon in heaven, for the comfort» 
ing ot drooping,dejeaed, (though holy ) 


: And as there ſhall be nothing but. Lovell; 
betwixt God, end bis Sainzs; ..ſo thetic 
ſhall be. nothing, but! Joye-.among; theavs 
ſelves. .Pecyithncſs,and: Paſſiad, Miſ-judg 
ivgs, Mif-contuctions, , Hard-cenſures-c 
cach: others Adtions ;  Quartclling abox 
Property, too much SclfF-love,, Difterence 
in Judgments, Pride, and Emulation, ils 
b:rtter their Converſe, andþregd too grait 
an tftrangedne(s' among them here. upon 
earth 31 but.as ail theſe things proceed 
from the weakneſs of Chriſtian and Bro» 
therly Love,. ſo. when that Love is pert 
ſkcted towards each other, . 8s well/as (50d 
himſclf,: none. of theſe things. {hall be 
found in heayen,. to render it a place, and 
their ſociety unpleaſant rothem. +1: - = 1 
7 We find chat too often; .a few days, 08 
hours converſe inthis world, .makesthem 
weary .of cach othets company, apd they 

gefireto draw of, and tetite, tbgugh 


klavo3 | os 


- erz  .- vw © Aa 2 mw: kk. ww. 4 


= 
5 .. Aa as © 


hd 


wr 


ofthe Heavenly nance, g2 
nonc of thoſe former chi to 

j And ſuch « Scelvſiorpia ſolitude they 

ad aſter conveils, very Recreating, \and 

elightlul $0.;5hem.... Bug as: this \ariſech 

From he  \mperſction of 

Ir Love, when "there 2s 8 Conſume 

nation of it ig \Heaven,. then. « whole 


YJ nky wall nat -aake cheir Fellowſhip 
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ingrateful agd, burdenſame, nor their 
interrupted - Converſes, . Naulgous od 
_ 2, all. defires {hall then ccals 49 
kerthemſclves cach ſrom'other., 1 
oy as thege/ſhall be ſuch perfcR cxers 
ciſes'of love among. all, the Saints, ſo 
ſhall there Cm them and the Holy 
Aiigels. No doubt, the Jove .of {ngeis 
is now very-Rrong_- towards the Saints, 
which-is not apprehended by them, be4 
cauſe their, Nature? is. fo little known! te 
them. Bat when they come to 
they ſhall have. ſuch . a. clcar knowle; 
theceol, vhet-ic- {ball Rcongly  Elicit, | 
powerfully draw ſorth their, love to hog 
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covers $0. us, the. co-habi-- #: (64 
tation - of - Angels. . and 56 4.41 
$aincs 4a GRIPS 0 
dwell-rogethery fo we mey rationally ha 
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they converſe, and lots together 'ſ6j 
the $5v1 of the Saints being of a ſpiritud 
ſubſtaice, they and the Angels are capds 
_ a= dev to another ; that iy 
tally, (though not vocully) i in a he 
waly piritunl manner , communicating 
their minds, riotions, meanings, and con- 
exprions, ds they ſee cauſe, and us rhey 
pm each ro ; Bur though we can- 
ot abſolutely; and certginly determine 
either how Angels ſpeak anijong thems 
ſelves, or how they, and humane Saul 
ſpeak each to other, yet we-migy not in 
the Jeaſt doubt, or queſtion, the-mot des 
lighitful reciprocations of love, and bight 
eſt (araſſes between them. 

* Now how pleaſant is every place that 
is full of Love ? how comfortable 4v*it 
t6 live iti « Family of Love ? what « com« 
_—_— colhabitation  is' that which 

isthe Cementation'of, whore'it con: 

inates, atidſoyns all hearts 

n conjugat Love is "kept wp in"If's 
truth, and ftrength : How delightful was 
anwearicd x converſe is/thvis- bdtwixt 
Man and Wiſe * —_ if WH ane 


N EK! (according wer dope pH _ 


y'pleaſenc- chun || 
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muſt Heaven be, which. is, perfur 
throughout, with Love, where Love is 
moſt immixt and , pure, where. the Love 
both of God, Angels and Saints meer to» 

ether. Where Love is not only compleat, 
- perpetual, which ſhall never be ſhut 
up, and buried in the depths of ſorrows, 
por breath'out jes laſt by violent and for- 
ced ſeparations, a3.the Love of the. near- 
eft Ftiends and the dearcht Relations ſoon- 
or later doth, © | 


And hath Love ſuch a vertue ja it that 
if Friehds be caſt into a loathſome Priſon 
rogerhier,it can turn it into a pleaſant Pa: 
lace, if into a dark diſconſolate Dungeon; 
it can ſupply the want. of Light, 3 in a 
Wilderneſs, it can change it 1nro a Para- 
diſe.. How can'delights then be wanting 
in Heaven ? what perſeRion of all, dile- 
Rabilicies mult be Ger: where., the 


ew z perſe& plenitude, and folack, of 


it muſt be diſtin& from any ſubſtance hers 
upon Earth ; and as far as the Cceleft al 
Bodjesexcel Terrcftrial, ſo fac mutt this 
ſurpaſs the other. © And being Eſſentially 
the very glory, and blefledneſs of God 
himſelf, whatcan compare with it? Not 
Gold; nor Pearls, nor Princes Crowns, 
though they could be beaped up, as high 
as the bigheſ: Mountains, or could be 
made to reach the Sun, and Stars; yes, 
the higheſt Heavens: © 2- Gradually, for 
meaſure here is nothing wanting. Heaven 
imports moſt abſolute, Perefection. All 
earthly Subſtances "are | defective , and 
imperfect, and therefore uſually they that 
have 'moſt of them, _ would have. more, 
and ſc}dome fit dowti, atid ſay they have 
enongh. «This makes Kings ſo defirous, 
any mduſtrious to enlarge their Domyni- 
ens and\ Empiers,to add to rhicir weight of, 
or multiply their Crowns, This makes 
many Rich'men {o thirſty to increals, their 
Bags,” and rheir fields, Theſe and man 

other things demonſrate an intrinfck de- 
ficjency in all- Earthly Subſtances, 'whi 
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quench the chieft 7 or thi 
cannot . 
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cannot fill aod Gitizfit theiftemech ; and. + 
fo. what littde yalue is. to bÞpotupan all 
theſe worldly ſubftatcen, oh can navy 
fill.and ſatisbe the foul :;, But when the 
ſoul is polleſt of this :celtRial fubitance, 
It ſhall ſay; | nead no-moregngr' ne others | 


: 
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The 
is Rhetorically ſec forth, ayddiſplayed by 
the Apoſtle at 2\C{or 415+ where its 
called a weight of: glory; 0 ſhew the 
abindinceandgreanels of 34 uid ſuch an 
089 as is far-more ex cecdings nn)! hnftade of 
1Gclhrs 18 the, 'Oti ;{\and its ſuch aft 
emphatical Gr&cdm; that; other tongues 
cannddz' word by word, 'expicſs it. to the 
full ; -dbcrefore they are Hearlitated as 
ur other words aad phraſes, : which: x- 
cecds all bnipatiſgh ;| as Afire ſupre 200- 
deny Er afmeic, furs rode in ſublimitate, 
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| brectiency "of it it.” *- Much _ 
ve i; N—_ when'all is ſai mh the m 
Blovid: and Rherorical Tongues of wa 
vt Angels'can,: it will. but diſparage it. 
And when the Saints - come to polleſs it, 
they will'(ay'\as'the Queen iof Shebs did 
wotcerniog Solomons glory * The half 
38"was "pot \ cold them. * Finite create 
youd. is vſaallyberter 'in 'the: expcttion 
view fruigion-5 but iofigite/iacrcated' good 
Is iofnicely beter in the fruition, than | 
vin bein he expeRation: ._ -- 
ns 6,./This fhews' that: thb: | happinefe 6 
he Soul is /acah, -- It is not 
Shun where; but limited, confined 
"00 » particularplace;. and thatthis happi- 
ibs is diftin&t-from Heaven cit ſelf, ' 25 
a 48) wTregſure ''is- from the pl 
- Whotoi iis Jaid up, or «man from the 
_--Room' where. he lodgerhs There ace: 
: \Grnerationof men (a3 hach'been #lrem 
Fid;, and{poken ro inpaet) that Wouk 
poſſeſs the'World with - xv beleif, thar-al 
the Heaven, or Hell-chere i is, is within 
Aman; thatiis;all happineſs or all ys | 
that, be [ſhall cither enjoy, or ſulfer, is 
his.$oul, and where cver he/is, anc 
tberartics bafpecds aboup' wit 
ns This as indeed» truth ih 2 {ebfl 
but x. it'woppoſcd 


to « place where thy 
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which the-wiekad {ball be:tarmented--in 


for.cver, .or. where mox© af;Gpd:'fhathbe 
enjoyed, and.a deep ſenſenof the. lofarof 
him, and peia ſhall be (elr, is -a mottgroſs 
Error. :Aud hereby they canyon amet 
. pernicious delign,, (defbrinire.to: albRe- 
 ligion,) cndeayouring-thircby: to vacaec 
Gods —_— and. —_— 
rational Creatures ;'thak is} 
governing them in 8. ways :Cpnfifting-with 
promiſes, -and threats ;.; arid loop 
[x paſſage to; all; Licentiauſacly,./ 
a pron to _ — Nefarious Courlts, 
and profligetc; ious Praftales: | ingthe 
. World.::;;: Thoſe that. db Cs bling 
the Holy. $criptare (Avi 23. (2 Tho 
Oracles of God which giver glean: andocer- 
tain Anſwers, to all that, deragnſel-wich 
them _ their ny eur new 
-pervert - the : proper - 
thercaf.,; nor:wreſt them togheiromnde- 
- 0 'y wn ame own ws 
(which every:'a 5: . 
ſcience js; o_ hoy wp Fei 
herefarc. the 3/9» hes never daath, 
I ons coamiagetag 
8; was, alwayss. 
EC _ 
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n ious Mood) there is w 
Hett- where” as in a pecult. 
the wicked ſhall be for cver tor- 
-moncd; and's Local Heaven, where they 
Yalbbefor over bleſſed. And this fub- 
iſtance my be ſwidtro be rhere,a3 to be in no 
rplaccrlle. "The light of nature, doth fo 
Le rar vhs crack ps > ra. w_ 
-as Impriſon, "and extinguiſh the fame wi 
Aadwyis. | LE 
o:1135: It's aSabfaxce that's better : that is, 
tins chan hay Goods the Saints can be 
Berobbed, aud bercaved of, br the hands 
of videnegcarrtear from them. But be- 
euuſc1 daveſpoken to, and explained in 
elr@dy, 'I ſhall onely add theſe 
$wochkings which it involves in it. 1. Whar 
error ore "gd, 
wid parrwiththair Goods for pure 
Religion, wad che ſ(dke of Chritt, 


tirght in tops; and if they. to this, 
Thaicceriely have ir'in'froition} ? 


avilboorpert with alefs more 


{ - 
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of. +4 bg - 


CQO anDPEALO  ALMP.AR oO mWmans HON _ 


* 


XUM 


with Rags for Robcs,withe poox 
for a Crown, and Court, w 
Y _ 
ſor that which is heavenly ; 
diſproportion is infinitely greater. 
ty and impotency of Reaſon, 
Hine of Faiths and Reli 34 it 
the polſcflign. of the one. js ED 
on the other, .. 2... How to wer 
wo nrs, vhs when Pex P do jhus Thu - 
Wy ior bei Go 
Ba oy hw aly = 
VEE: b aj um 
PU 
Ty ay JE es 984 


ces ave Ls On, þ 
y il conſent, and 
wy part with Bel EE 
Stanes,or painted Clas for 
Foyntain Yor" nr mor 
onal is it,to,part wit h all cs 
how much da _ many Profeſlars of 
Chriftian Religion diſcover «inet 
fel, * 
gick at this ; and make ita-Srons yy ne 
bliog ; when called thereunta ; ſcoing 
nor him in a 
ther is it.o 2 ay god ey rs 
AG Mm apo LAs 
alk men 
FED NE iple of gy 2s; 
int ir Souls yet oo "wy not dire» 


Qed, . 
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Qe ; 8 puidetchetcby, bur by ſenſe 'in 
Srofecotion of go0d.: To itsdiftates 
ey hearken, nd by them” are they de- }f ; 
termined to the'Mark, and end whichthey. I} 
cipenly pur ting The Reaſon Which they N 
orks onely "it a ſubſervency toſenſle” | 
being its rang and' Slave*to'form, and i”. 
cdbiries thols deſigns and merhods which 
a tendency, and 'ate moſt conduci- 
bl&to is pleaſures, and dratifications, and 
this makes moſt mens joys onely bruittiſh 
«h#(cnfitive, for what elſe can they be, 
while they Yo not ſpring from any ratio- 
nk choice (which can never. be, when 
Reaſon is inchned;"and byaſſed by ſenſe;) 
but only from ple _ a ſcnſual Appetite, 
_ the fend tive and carnal ap- 
ons, bas the Apoſtle enumerates 
5 + Joh. 2.16. The Lift of the Fleſh the 
15's the Eye, and the Pride of Life" | 
ow this being ſo, all hymane joy i is 
dilely rational, when the Wolerftarid : 
ind feafon guides the noble eleaive- p 
ryof the Soul, (rhe Will)” eifly* nFts 
ehoice'of good. And the YO0C 
which undef Condu& of Reaſbn.1s't 
ebdſey,” rhe more rational tiff} 
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chat moſt andis ts mat axrecabl; | 
ras IT 
Hence it comes to "IT that the Sainte 
in/'the faithful diſcharge. of ; their, dugy 
towards God; parting with. all infcriogy. 
good ; for this . better Good, -- and- Suh- - 
tiance, it highly commends and jultigex; 
the -rationalicy. of - their joys; reſulting. 
from ſuch an AR, that ts a moſt rg-; 
tional, and wiſe choice :i09 any mans paik-! 
ing with & leſſer, viſible good for a great-, 
er, - (and rcjoycing in- {0 <ing ;) _ 
al underſtanding men d certainl 
do. It will noc Fe hes __ 
ed, and painted * Hypocrites, that - will 
not hazard their ;Eftates, for Goſpel Rg- 
ligion which they do_ profeſs; (with. 
all - Scnſualiſts 1, Tag \ ) ſhall 
know. to their evcrlatting 
row,the irrationallity of their yay (thr s 
but. like the: crackling of 'Tharnes: nndey « 
Pot, Ecclel. 71: 6. Prov 5 :20- 08 hike 
the laughing and finging of a Fool when 
he +s going tb the | correticnu.of.ghe 
Stocks. 1 and how : much #heire Realſah 
was debaſed node: a \ Boo, by did 


ulurpr: [Domigion . of -ſeriſo;c78nd-thew 


braitiſh - paſſions over » it: ; "whila 
andie-chadce! ol a fleſh; 
TID 7”. =Y befor 


bf 


kay ine 4 44a vich-is! 
| the commenſurate end to their immortal: 
Souls. 

4 It's « fubſtango that's laſting and abj- 
ding'; which (as hath been noted) is it's 
immortal nature, and Etcrnal duration, 
Were this ſabtgnee' fleeting and fading, 
as all are here' below, it: were not 
” ly unvaJuable, fo ging. Mor- 

ity ” which doth cs and dif- 
20008 all ſnblunary nid foliciry, 
and becauſe the faivef poo? moſt fr 
Flowers of all carthly comforts, > fa ſa 
y wither ; y ju Fee are they fa 
onſiderable; and (o lirtle to be exe , 
wy; "And beckuſe all worldly honours 
-_ 2 ſoon nally mn and ec« 
dlipſed, are they ſo little to: be admired, 
aid: doted'upoi : The longeft Ererni 

is tho Glory of 'this ſubſtance, and this 
n the Reaſon why it ſo far ſurmoumts 
them a, ir 5 am abiding ſubſtance. 


ris 

a; in it ſelf- conſidered, 
ohh. node ſame, it's not -capas 
ÞBIÞ of & mote, -or' a bes, of 
09; df Dimimition ; it's not Jike :the 
Ne chit Ebbs;' end Flows again, \that 
po Segaiinns: higher, nd Stien 
mNgee + 1 
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pn fe ſwell ſohigh thas 
bo bounds, and Banks, 
at qo, ncine ſo ſhallow, thas 
they :are foordable, and may be waded 
aver; nor like the Moon that's fome«- 
timevin her Wax, and ſometimes in her 
Wain; nor like a Comet that blazeath 
ſar « time, and is ſoog — 
Butlike a Fountain that j 
ar like: the Sun whole light pry hers 
neſs in it felf is always the fame, os 
like the Lawrel that is alwaycs Green, 
_ tho enduring Scarlet that is diedin 


B+ s. Objetinah, To them ' that once 
,offeſs it ; when ance it's ours, - it's 
purs far wage Many men*are thrown 
put of their rightful Poſſeflions, many 
men” are neceffitated to part with SS 
o prevent fome confiderable- miſchief; 
and evil, and ſo to ſrea themſelves from 
ter, muſt - undergo alefier mite» 
;.: But the Saints ſhall never be cad 
a privernt or be under any. Neceffis 
| oy with them Sometunes Mens 
| y ſubtianee, and Treafures do leave 
Iv; 235. 5+ ile. thaw. ſet: thind 


þ LF is wt far Riohes 
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06: ADiledurfe of theErcelleny 
rerrainly 'muke themſelves wings, they fly. 
aw4y 45 '\an Bugle towargs Heaven, Prov. 
27: 24 'For Riches are inet for ever, Cc.) 
And if they. do: not-leave? them, © they: 
muſt certainly leave their Treaſures; but 
this. Ceeleftial ſubſtance admirs of ing 
ſuch thing It's not like ag 'Earthly Inheri«: 
tance,in the Paſſeſſioh :of which cachions 
ſucceeds another,that's like a Stage wheres 
on-one Actsa-part ſor's few: dayes, und 
then goes of, . and Comes: no more; . to 
make way for another. :i Were it ' ſo in 
Heaven, : the: very foreſight of tho loſs 
would: quickly -darken ,” and conclude 
their Joys, and make their Sun.to fer} 
and curn .all;their ſweetneds: into; bitter- 
neſs. -It would be a Hell in Heaven once 
to think oafofiog, and leaving! Heaven 
As itwould bei a Lind of Heaven to thoſſ * 
damncd; :had-they:but ance hopes of eſcaf} 
ping Hell; and that the Origeni#s Do: 
arine-of/a thouſand years tormetits-weref © 
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| but true-:\-Bat O ! what can we Mor q; 
- talsand blind:duſt ſay, 'when we-talk.of 7 
Ercrnity, /we may, and ought tobe 

ways admicing it ; but: there cannov'by * 


vs. be 'any..comprehendingrit 3/iwhicts.s 
not meaſured: by time ; | Nimure: | 
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having a continuing Now : to rejoyce, 
and cver rejoyce ; to be happy, and cver. 


happy; rich, andever'rich ; honourable, 


and ever honourable ; what ſweet and 
raviſhing words arc theſe? It's this word- 
(EverlaFHting) that makes this ſubſtance fo 
much better than all the riches that a 
rhouſand worlds can afford to us. Erter- 
nity is the only jcwel in -the Saints 
Crown, Rev. 2. 10. .This is the Crown 
of their Crawn' to be flourting and flou- 
riſhing upon their heads for ever. Princes 
Crowns may be blown off their heads 
with the breath 'of Mortals, or ſndtche_ 
and pluckt away with the hands of vio- 
lence ; their bright Diadems with ſcorn 
and contempt, may be caft/to the ground, 
and trampled. in the dirt ; "heir Lhrones 
may be fbaken and tumbled down, bar 
if this be not', cre long by incxorable 
and irreſiftable death rheir ticads ſhall be 
removed from their Crowns, and they 
ſhall "be ' tumbled "down *from 't 
Threnes. Burthe Saints,and their Crown 
and Throne ſhall continue for ever t 

nd hor 


Kher. 2 Cor: 4. 17: their Glory is 


a weight, not only.for the greatneſs, 
ing abundance of it (as hath been noted?) 


J bur'rhe firm abſiry and inomovableneſs 
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. ., of it, like ponder 

Poſſt ratio collationis w bodics that ſtand at k 
Wes ks fol + With their own weight } » 
cquiyario gue ſue yelurs like as the great bi * i & 
es detine or mounrains 2. Its fo 
the place. | therefore vvwm » Eter- fa 
nal ; this is the ac Np 
compliſhed perſe@ion of their Glory, of by 
this their ſubſtance, How admirably. Fn 
Wiſe then arc thoſp believin ſouls, thay aq 

wall adycntyre, and chevy part with, 
that ſubſtance which is mcaſured with a pl 
fow moments of time, for that which is Fo. 
cocxtended With Eternity : And oh? 


what foll Neth them, and what's 
their dobility of reaſon, who will nog 
do it. Haviog now difpatcht this third 
god moſt canhiderable particular in the 

ropolition, I ſhall proceed to the next, 
in order as they were at firſt laid down to 
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fatare happineſs im another world, when 
pr ; bat itcan'make no ſuch 
ry of wn Heavenly Glory and 
Blefſedneſs, what it is, and+ wherein it 
confifts,” as the word of God doth. | 
The Heathens bad their zh/fluer, £ 
place { as they 'conceiv'd Y ' of all ples- 
ſures 5 whither they chought - the ſouls 
of i the virtuous went aſter death. The 
Mahometant have their pleaſant Para- 
diſs, whirther chey believe their great 
Prophet Mubomer will convey the ſouls 
of zl thoſe thar. live agreable'to his Laws, 
but ill as: grofly ignorant of ' the trus 
huppiweſs 10 Heaven. All the moſt pro- 
our Philoſophers in the world by their 
moftdiligent and laborious ioveſtigation 
Jan# ſeach, cannot diſcover and find out 
this Myſtery, though they can ſo many 
nireſecrerts of Nature ; [ts the Goſpel that 
& Ibrings fife and imtnortality to Mig ht, 2 77m. 
L x. 10; The word wwt> Genifts Res ipſas 
y 
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well 43"n ctw proferre, ſen reilaire viſi- - 
7 biles, 


_ 
d . 


bilti, & illuminare ipſos homines, ut ga 
4s: tenebris neon poterant,, 44 preſentian 
Lucis ipfi etiam illafirati., poſſint widere, 
.Aauch,: That is, tobring occult and hid; 
den things into light, or reader them vi; 
fGble, and ta illuminate men themſclyes; 
ſo that they who could not be ſeen at 
the preſcnce of the light, they themſelyes 
allo being illuftrated might ſee. So-that 
until the Goſpel like the! Sun ſhine vats 
men, this inimortal bleſiednel(s and'cter 
nal life is. hi, and kept ſeeret,, and all} 
men are.in darkneſs, and cannot poſſibly 
ſearch. and ſeek it. out.,, no- more than 
man in the darkeſt. night. can diftinaly 
ſce thoſe objeRts that the light-of che up 
only canclearly manifeſt, ; Hence till the 
Golpel be ſ6nt among a people, they-an 
faid to frindarkneſ and in the Regic 
of .the- ſhadow of ' death, Luke. 79 
Math. 4. 5. even deathful ignorance; 
-This is 'the light that ſprings ug amony 
thoſe involy'd, and envelop'd. in dr 
darkneſs, which they ſee-the beatirade. of 
\Heaven by. ff V4i34M dl 
- --.2« By divine illyumiagtion of: che,Soul 
For any man to know this Heavenly ful 
eſtancs ; 38:55 nor ſulcient, chatithge | 
 -» light. without t@ anileſt, 6, bug thou 
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ſhine never ſo brightly ; let alF Clouds 
be chas'd and driven away, 'ard' the Hed- 
vens moſt' ſerene® mid Clear ;- yet a man 
that hath no eyes can nether behold the 
Syn, nor ary obje&4s ir doth diſcover: $0 
let the light of 'the Goſpel” ſhine round 
about us, yer unleſs its bright and bleſſed 
beams break imo our ſouls for their illu- 


y it, And thoreſore as the Goſpel doth 
7 5 Vi the'355e, fo Gol! moſt Callight- 
6n'the 7ntelle,> which is the faculty the 
ſoul ſees by.- *He muſt give the feeirlg eye, 
ind afually* enable to diſcern the illu- 
Rrared objcR/-* Lerthe Goſpel be preach- 
ed unto an' Heathen , or *m Heatheniſh 
Congregatidn,- yet ' they will not under- 
ſand what bleſſednefs* of another 
world is; 'till'Go@ in ſore meaſure ſbing | 
Itiro their ſols'5 Which is the openin 
fthe blrideyes, and turning from dg 
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——— it brings to light: , 

= __ are not Feng 9 enlight- 
though the, light doth ſhine, 
by ſouls are wrapt up in Clouds, 
= darkneſs ;. and that darkneſs canna 

comprehend 5 light, x Fok. 5. 

.._ Every man, according to the meaſurs, 
degree of divine light that ſhines inco 
th foul,. forms his Notions, and conceives 
wg. of the future blefſedncls ; If his. 

be but common, ox of n low degree ; 
t wa} Notions are leſs c!egr, more lay- 
vid and ſceble, leſs powerful and impref- 
xa upon the ſoul for its change and rena- 
. vatidn , and riſc no higher , or procegd 
no-farther chen ſome jejunc and \unsffe- Y.;, 
Rionate ſpeculations, (nnd indeed this is I... 
the reaſon why we have fo many ſpecu, 
lative., but fo few progical Chriſtians: 
But when this light is more- ſpecial and 
Javing when it. fo irredintes the undey- 
Hogg » 'that it efficativuſly. works/on 
the will to-caule a choice of this objett, 
and. becomes: transformative of the ſoul 
into the na . - 
tions profung, ;and vigarous,. and 
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|[Tr6evaoe Men diftin& from Mountains ; 
can 'y ow tnake' a foul thus ſpecially en- 
Jighrned believe he is. gn: s wa 
to: his facure happinc(s, .or/that:bg 
and knows not ſuch a ſubſtantial Glory 


:f/ G6d.: "#Hud not'the:flarkiſul-and:.thue 
''\God promiſed it to themz; had! 
""theword of g/God for:u, .they id not . 
BY knew it {hoatd''b theim>! yea, it were ſb 
" #** Kiſh) far ſuch finite: erawl- | 
4: - ing wortne7 nd morcal dafiled dot. with- 
"Get t>hi, fo much as id ſor-it+;Þuc 
- 5" Nevethe Proimifcy'of! God 4thoſo 
"1f076Rodtks !of- Fiernity/). go. be the: b4fis 
I "7 WiPToondirion of: ſuctrhigh expeRetions, 
"T4498. 8. (# hide bf menheb life; which God 
© 1Pþat cawmnr tle ;o track (pr niſed befire» the 
:> Wort Rev. 2610s Revs 3, 2d) If 
obs firm believc-a man to be | 
| "Hdaieit 5 c# be promiſeth- to end, or 
ns fo-mivcth money,/ or leave. us ſuch 
\eftats and creaſure when he dies 3 them + 
have a:ftiong: conkdence thar it ſhall | 
oy "ours, - 25k kaow it ſhall be lo; | 
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wenn, hyp hr deceive bis Sains , b . 
- 2qivs:bicth,'und life,/ and? firength| Aa 1 
0 theirhope, und rhakestheta thus to know || t 
5 thy'have in Heaven a betzer and cndu- ! 
m7 mar 
4. They know they haps this ſubſtances 
Siren; po purchaſe| that Chrit YL 
51 Kath made thereof for them : | As) when. 
:04 mai hath gurchaſcd an eſtate, he know l. 
"then it 15 His, yds far ang. . 
oreſebter ds? All men, «43 the- Apoſtle 
-'vſaich; Eph. 2/3 areby nature the.cb1/ares « 
lor tb: thar'is their portion, x it 
» hre)Heies pfcHell by 4dews; rery omg 
1-Brcaking Full; and ſo by their yery os 
\»hal fin are they deprivediof all right tc 
© Heavenly” ighetitance gall is - forlgjred 
v9 the hands+of \Juſtice, who is thqgpor 
: : difſeiſor, and therefdre that muſt be ſarilYps 
1 fied ,” and\tho debt of the: fhnner. peyeags 
before rhere cam be cities feiſis in-L,a © 
_ 1% a\right to'it/( or ſeifts ins fact , an (truce 
rv h taken! And this is chat wh * 
> awiban} rep could greerd0:4 of 
1!: thar ith done it; the-Ldrd Jele Chr 
be roripantarme hos P :ylol W 
- whereof was to latisfic the Law, W 
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Let us- apply-this. to 
There are-"many men be Ga 

fome ve mai 5 Mere own p 
ind wndetied Religion,- and; 
te&worſbip of .God, eoforvamd: 
Love'andi for the ſame, till, their 
ſtates beria danger by «Rinality un = 
petitorſhip berween | i wk -. wh ' 
muſt cithe#loſe their Eſtates wholly,,.or 
in'part,. or they muft loſe. their Rehigion, 


and worſhip God in a; way-lefs wal 4 


that is falſe. When itcomes to this inc 
they part andiſbake bands with thei 

gion, and dd the latter :to; ſecure # 

ſerve the-ſormer. - When7this is = 
that -may- have; fomething to. plead 
for themſelves, and quict their Confciene, 
ces. with; and prevent (for, gheir, ſhame- 
ful Cowardicezand Apoecy)-their 

bling, -or raging ; 1hey lay... their; Hears 
are for the truth, "the beſt Religion; 
pugeſt way wor 'G + Aha 
ſor the moſt profitableayey. of Preach 
Ani God accepts the, Hrart,, ads 
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* horribly afraid? } We 664 
Sr theſe men © an Heart, and 
il! for Religion, but- ils that whicts 


hy 1aferio r, hor Syperiour to the 
Will, un ' Voliflcns they” have for the 
= , 4nd*rhcir- Eſtates, - it's- divided 
WE n contrary 6bjets, and its ftrong- 
Bs eft inclination; 3s! towards the \more vile; 
oF and baſe, the Creature, and Exith'as op- 
to God; and” Heaven 3 the former 

ath plainly heir chufing Will, for-to 
that £ they adhere moſt, and cleave the 
fateft. That. Will, aud Heart which 
they then pretend co have, is abominated, 
and rejzeted by God, . (who' will either 
have our a&ual choice, and the prevailing 
part of our Wills, or -hee' hare none) 
and ſhall never ftand them in teed, or be 
the leaſt helpful and advantageous, ” to 
them at the day of Judgement, to prevent 
their being turned into Hell, with the 
reateſt Oppoſers and Perſtcutors of Re- 

ſome Ros. 10.9, 10. Matt. 10. 22,37. 
"Murk$. 58. Would this ſerve their turn, 
then beth: the gtoſlcſt Sinners, -who live 
-where the Golpel is preached, 'andun- 
Thad, « diſcoveries. gf rod by 2, Jefe 
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= would a 
yet they would have -" tha, 
(cha. js what they jules TRY Way 
an exil, or perhgps in it fe boa 
natural good) cither £q all ys i 
ther then them, How 2790 Fir 
Ambigiqus, Libidinpus, and Ebtipus Per- 
ſons are. there. in the Chriſtian Wo io 
who will. their ſalvation by Cheilt,” bu 
yet they. will their particular Luſt, their 
Polity, and, Honors, .and bnchalt impure 
Pleaſures, and the gratifying of nal 
fitive., Appetites,, with theie, plealanc 
Cups..morc,. and, lo, notwithfangir ing Ml 
| : their. Wills, hey. eternal petith;”” aid 
, om Men prevalendy p All Chritt” and 
ef - Salvation, then would. they part. 
j- ny thing that comes in co 
Wb | is coming pp to 
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Feng, Paricice which is 
wet of the Sou! ro 


endure For hs 75,which inthe breath 
0 of Wl, wer i holds out 16g, 
perleve. of Chriſtianity 
tothe.end., - Totaks Tie het tpoiling 
then 


of our Goods, this m in 


an ordingty meaſure; add' degiee in'ds*; 
for one that's impatient under Tulleri 


that lrets, and fumes, and chafes, ahd 5A 
'eth, and railes at,' and conceives reve 
againſt perſecoting Tones io fe 


| cs W n thus wronged 
Jo uh = and ſoch joysure he moohrpdes ach 
Kign muſt be = jp patient, t, '65 thac 
ing. Sca of Paſſion may be roled, 
"he chernngS wrath appeaſcd, Yd Glled. 
"4a and Dh Rory, 
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els their Souls in Patience, "Lake 21: 
ras in f 4. M3. this Pati- 


| es mort in: thing, 
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e#ce, - with many other places to the. 
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{m andtheit Heat 
gk: could not teve 
wo oiinger their Gobds; 
Fears, ” NE and ' Com 
forts attend ypon caqh other;rand gb: 
ther. HE char>doch not lite: gr Wap. 
ſear of- Poyerty:for the Gaſptl ſake, :will 
mok diſhonowrably flinch, when :hiv Es 
Rate is-in datger for it,! the: loſs/-of oa 
litele; * (comparatively to.. the whole), jul 
[, - and perplex. him; ;'and you {hall 
ome find himgvilty :of--che- ſame-Er- 
ror'( asheromrs it) twice: his, ſcart Rill 
_ pe of hart Fax. EK 


w Solf- dcaial, that Giſt Leſſon, which 
.&Chriftiaw-is to wan —_— Kg ro of 
Zhrift, and which though: alweyes 
Nearning, he's never ſaiperfe@- in he 
ſhould be: 24art. 116. 244 487k 8, 34- 
Luke 9. 23. In Self-denial confits:the-Vi- 
tal part, and power of Godlinels, and 
- Religion, without which wecan po more 
be fincere Chriſtians ( or pey- 
 Feffion maybe)then we can beMen 
L” | out Reaſorr; and this ishighly ce 
þ. ONS 
= ang AQ the taking joyful'y 4 
? &\ 4 Goods, Met FoleSurcomp 
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deny themſelves Jupe Iuities, 
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Soperflui- 


ty of Diſhes, of Diet, of Meat, and 
Drinks -;+ Superfluity of A I, "of 
coſtly Furniture for their Hikes ; with 
magy other things which might be enu- 
meratcd (and moſt mens Superfluitics will 
bear, and defray the expences, the colts 
and charges of Religion) much leſs thoſe 
things that ſeem more neceſſary for the 
maintaining of their Lives,and bug in 
the World : bur till a man be of that 
frame of 'Spirit, to deny his Wealth,and 
Riches, and ' ſo'be willing to be made 
poor for the ſake'of Chrift, (which both . 
Miniflers and private Chriſtians muſt do, 
I' Coy. 4 11-2 Cor. 6. 10." Phil 4-12, 5 
Heb. 11. 37, 38.) they perforilf®/ ' 
this duty of parting with their Goods | - +7 
joyfully for him,  '* 3: 
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51. Contentation 3 to: be gc 
Trick: any ſtate and-condition, thought 
be never ſo mean and low,- | 
ment, Aa ry 3" my the pr 
but yet it's ing more 4; Ws a being 
well pleaſed withour preſent 181085. 
a complacentialnequielce therein. This: 
mult be, or elle a "Chriſtian. CAanNAOt_FE+! 
joyce to be impoveriſhed, or cheerfully! 
undergo ſuch lofles for. Religion. Phibi 
4.11, Todo this,,we muſtrlcara what; 
the Apoſtle there.zells uw he.djd's. 7 have, 
laith- he, learned, in whatſoever ſiete Þ 
am, therewith to be content, And. that! 
Dodtrine of the Apoſtles, i in 1, Tiwothe 
chap; 6. verſe. 8. | And, having- food and+ 
rayment ,\ let ws -: be therewiſh - _ 
tent, «gzaSneduehe, the word 


ry hos enough, though oc have athe 
clicates, nor ornaments $,but-any; thing: 
hat may be called fapd audyrnonkyt 


jor Hhefiney and inna- | 

ch Pa wr are fer under” 

ris enoinnation} their gratifica- 
tion ntl ilfitions, that Gantite- Hve 
enhoe FL Tables, Stks'an 


prod Soni - wid drofly Witaſttres 3 Whoſe 
ſouls Cit the Cabinet where this rare' 
wot por =þ is t6 be 


\ Chan pri hath ; 
venly: Avro <q What ###an' kj 
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Tread 
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this lower wo 
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aches:z a conſiderable morification and 
nctaxion to them, in, meet of love 
bo Fas for them,and delight in them, 
What.a mag intently loves, vehemently 
deſires, and-abundantly delights in ; that 
he cannot, joyfally part with ; for that is 
xrending,.ot; the thing .from the ſoul, 
which puts 4t 'to grievous pain. 'Eycry 
_ ryans dorrqw in. loling any carthly good, 
is proportipnable to 'the love he had for 
it, and-delight he took in it. And 'when 
theſe,afte&ions arc in excels, and ated 
beyond thole- due bounds and Jims, 
that.,rcaſon ſhould, and which Divine, 
Laws, have-.prefcribed,; and ſet unto 
them 3 they make their, darling objetts 
at laſt the moſt ſmarting Rods to corrett 
and laſh them with for their folly : And 
.{pmetimes.. they. become Graf ſwords, 
craelly and deeply to wound them, that 
had too kindly.entertained them before, 
that violent, and unbounded ſorrow 

jat we {ce in, many, when ſome finite 
good flies away from them out of fight, 


ad returns ne more 3 proceeds from the 
terp olfllon ir had jo the foul by a 
no.leſs imperious and commanding Jove 
before; Thus is fo uniy | _—_ 
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wo hg, | c 
6+ towards them; or it; a con- 
fiderable degree -be withdrawn from 
them. Could we that profeſs our ſelves 
Chriſtians, but follow, and put 'in pra- 
cice the Pſalmiſts advice, Pſ2E. 62. 10, 
ric increaſe, ſet not th y begrt upon 

exz. And the Apoſtles, in Heb. 13.5. to 
have our converſation without cove- 
touſheſs, «ydgye@® , without the Toye 
of mioney, as that Greek word'(i ifics $3 
and that counſel! of his which wehave tn 

2. Set your affeFiont upon thi 

x 3 1h aboue. And gen we pon as * 
Apoltle was in the 6th chap. wy E G4- 
Litians, v. 14. crucified to the'war an 

& had the world ted arty Us: "th 
would it be caſily attainable forusto d6 
what the Hebrews did z and the” efent. 
Dodrine ſhould not be fe TY I 
radicable, or Þ little praftiſecas ir'is. 
t us but clole, and ſhut our heatts a- 
inſt theworld,while we have it in out 
' A and then we ſhall neither fi \ wot 
ob. ro let it gy Tor the Goes of 


134 'ADilrounſe of the Excellepey 
affections, to "ak to them, to, uſe all 
the fwalion. a unſel th at Fu can 
ne them laſe and 1 It On 3 jo ful 

ading ay is an attempt as _ 2s 
- command Mountains to remove out 
oftheir places, and flie up into the Air; 
or the & n. to forbear hintg: and the 
Sea flowing at their ſtated times. 

Ei Andlaſtly, An a& of deliberate 
Jad ent,not a precipitous and raſh aQ, 
ar that would cauſe repentance and for- 
row for our folly afterwards. Mens ti- 
merarions ations are uſually erroneous, 
and terminate in ſome angry, or penſive 
reflection upon their 1ncogitant, haſti- 
ne, which they find hath diſcommoded 
them... So that to faffer joyfully for 
Chriſt (that ſuch joy may not be turned 
into ſorrow after from an apprehended 
miſtake). muſt ſuppoſe ſome deep Ccogi- 
rancy, and conſideration ; a weighing in 
the j ent what the loſs and gain will 
be thereby ; This therefore reſults from 
F a compariſon made between theſe two, 
= and a fober Hen judgment Lf 
4 thereypon, which will prevent a 
ce; for t rpmihating 5 
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tance or ſor 
Such przconlideration there was to part 


with their goods far the PRE: Dofpine 
of the Goſpel. Thereaſon of many mens 
inconſtancy; and inſtability in ſuffering 
for Chriſt ; (bur after crhaps they have 
endared: a litde, the 5: noceattf wa 
of a thorow.:d&liberate! | Judgm gment be» 
fore they engage in ſuch a fight. Somuch 
thaſle words of our Syviour jog. 
Luke 14426, '27,.28, + 31, $2. Bur, 
when Chriſtians (to uſe the Apſiles 
words, in - Jazes tb. 24; Cdrntolt dl ty 
(mb 15an a: free from alligmoruy, 
this. 1u.theiz choedt de- 
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mt is ances" *pared with the glory that 
be Ry A in oa: I 
er - * ,when o this,then 
_ heir joy «durable and 
\ fuch as abiding; a Joy that ſuffers 
Ds wryero. NY CCC}Iple 3 a Sun that ne- 
tal ſumme, -asif ver ſets in a Sea of ſorrow, 
he ſhould BY. And fach counting and 
crob, withallthe reckoning there muſt be to 
| take joyfully the ſpoiling 
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o_ IRST from hence infer that 
eFrns joy which ſprings from 
wi Badready Subſtance, that's a ſweet 

| Giteam Fomthat upper fountainzcan ſitb- 
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ouſnels of wealth Yignities;anThonours, 
or ſuch feeculent md droffy things here 
below. This if too ttble and fweet a 
Lamp in the foul, to be maintained and 
fed with ſuch'impure Oyle.' ' This is the 
reaſon why Part and $rlgs conld ſing in 
a priſon, and tithe ſtocks, AF 16. 25. 
why Paxl was {o filled with joy, -and ex- 
ceeding joyful 'in all his tribulations, 
2 Cor.7.4. why he could” ſay; 

he, with others, did glory in navyapdle, 
tribulations, Rom,'5.3. why © ones Gay 
the Prophet Hzbakfrxk could |. 

ſay, chap. 3. 17, 18. Although © 

the Fige-tree ſhall not bloſſom , neither 
ſhall fruit be in the Vines : The Lebour of 
the” Olive ſhell fail, and the fields ſha 
yield 'no meats; the Jock ſhatt be cut of 
from the fold, andthere ſhall be no herd 
in the ſtalls 5 yet will 1 rejayce in" the 
Lord; Twill joy'ir the God of my ſalua- 
tion. And ehis is the reaſon why the 
Heroick and bleſſed Martyrs kad (ich 2 
redundancy of joy itt the nrid{t of tor- 
turing flames, and under the moſt exqui- 
fite*torments. And no leff doth that 
great ' emboldening and encouraging 
promiſe hold forth, in ALetth. 19:29. Aud 


or, 


every one that hath forſeen Houſer, or 
Brethren; or $iſters;or Father, or Mother, 


Of nyc 
or Wife, or C NG 18 
EE foo —_ ht 
ans En ake, Nat 're+ 
A pts bandre «foe, ne ſhall inherit 
everlaſting life. Thehb Id pro. 
miſed concerns not Ee world, but 
this 3 or not eternity,” but time 3:25 way 
may ſee by comparing "this Seri 
wah Luke 18.30. Mark,10.30. A oo 
h this may, and is ſometimes made 
ju; athe plain literal ſenſe -( a Certain 
number being put for.an; uncertain,' ag 
hundred-fold for manifold, as the other 
Evangeliſts explain it ) and in ſpecies 
'Et it is not alwaicsſo ; And though the 
ormer ſenſe, according.to the judgment 
of ſome, may be. true in; part ; yet. its 
not in the whole only, ſo. tar as the na- 
ture of the+thing will ordinarily.admic 
of it; for an kundred Waves, and; Fa- 
thers, and Mothers, &c.: are not to.be 
expetted, thoygh'a far greater eltate 
may, than that which is forſaken for the 
Name-fake of Chriſt, "Therefore the 
performance of of promiſe is to be:un- 
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for Chriſt, t they wn ry ive log oe 
and receive fach exuberant. TN 
from him, which all the creatures would 
be to him Fea, and far more) if thay - 
were multiplied an hundred times, Did 
all- that profe6.the Chriſtian Religion | 
firmly believe this; or did they but feel 
and caſte, before they are called to ſuf- 
fer for their Religion, thoſe feet and 
pure joyes that are an  effluence from 
God and Heayen ; did they not really 
think their ppigcipal (if not” all peed 
comforts to þe wrapt, and boynd u 
their preſent enjoyments, -and po v2 
 Þ fions; (andall becaule Sexſe 15 the great 

| Dictator to them, and their ſouls lye {6 

| much under the dominion thereof) 
many of them would not- deſert j ah 

day of tryal, their moſt noble Rel 
as they do. The enemies af the Saznts, 
when they drag them to priſÞns,and (but 
them up in dungeons, and- ſpoil them ef 
their goods, -t = conclude ey have 
hereby made them miſerable, and reven- 
ed themſelves. upon them, not know- 
Ing, aor conliderin os WR an dochen 
courſe they 3 ca to.make ; 
more hap ow "8 0s 

Im Pu le 


RR OC: , © * «4 


* a7 


140 1 of the Exrfllency 7 
more ' freely and plentifully driak'o 
fountain waters ; that they have remo-+ 
ved their Candle-light, that they may 
enjoy more of the Sun 3 that they have 
deprived them of the, Earth, and the 
creature, to make way for their poſlel- 
ſing more of God and Heayen. Senſual 
fouls, and worldly-minded men, wonder 
often at the Saiats comforts, wherithe 
ſeem to be denuded and deveſtcd of all, 
not knowing, as our Saviour faid in ano- 
ther. caſe, that they have meat to eat 
which they know not of, Fobr 4.32. The 
ſweet ; yuwy of theſe joyes,and their 
ſecret illapſes into holy ſouls, cannot by 
-all humane or diabolical malice and 
power be obſtructed, or intercepted ; 
they have their occult conveyances and 
communications to the ſouls of ſuffering 
Saints, elſe the Hebrews had not taken 
goytully the ſpoiling of their goods. 

2. Infer, Secondly, How wile a choice 
they make, that leave anf{ abandon this 
world for the ſake of Chriſt; ſeeing they 
do not deprive. themſelves of preſent 
joy _ and comfort ; and Iikewiſe render 
themſelves capable of a better;and more 
excellent fubſtatice by it. * It matters not 
what hypocritical Prafeſſors* cenſure 


cliem for, who think it their greateſt wil- 
x1 747" m_ | agom 3. 
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Chriſt in the world. They may wer, 


deride them 'for — raſhne 


inconfiderateneſs, an Frei s worle 3 
with the openly proteſt and declared 
enemics of the Lord Jefas Chrift 5 bur 
when theſe children of the Kin How tre 
caſt out into utter darkneſs, Matth. 8. 12. 
and fee theſe (now judged fools) inheri- 
ting everlaſting life, and light; then, 
whey its too late, will they be convin-' 
ced of, and juſtifie their wiſdom, Its ' 
an imazing and confounding thing, to 
confider how'ftrong, and unto how hi 
4-pitch mens reafon is raiſed, when its 
exerciſed about carthly things, and is 
to paſz a judgment upon then, and how 
enervated and enfcebled ; and at whar a 
low.<bb it is, whenat comes ty be ated 
about heav enly things, and*is"to pas a 
true judgmehr upon them. "Its rare re- 
fpeaively to. this, ro find a man, 
compos mentis, that hath His r 

bit moſt men_ here, are "lUke"to 
mad-wen , wh will lion: ſoberly 
audrationatt till rhat be the 
which was Rt Geeaion and 
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Jikover, their diftrmper "i : jg. 21 
hrenetical perſons think all x "4 n be 
mſclve i judgethe molt ſage 
courſes to be bur folly : Even ſo world. 

minded Hypacrites, with. the large ge- 
neration, of Senſualiſts.-in the w £1 
Suok the wile traffick and trade ofa 
few Saints for - Heaven and Eternity, 
(ypule they. ma Frag and ſometimes 
rs all ther wor [dly enjoy ments for the 
ſame) to, be; a rot unadviſed ander> 
taking, to* bewray , much debility of 
reaſon, if-.not ſome phrenſie, to, have 
ized upon them. And though perhaps 
they will not alwaics 3. or al of them 
will not thus expliculy and openly 
brand ther with folly aad niadnels, yet 
they; will do, it in olicitly and racitly, 
either by bn what they do, to 
obſtinate humour (for the 
who willſo- $2 this, hazard and Jo 
their' ates, and outward. comforts are 


lt cx ious and enormo $ fools; do 


yea highly; inſanous and fit 
atn) ar to.toQ _onch nicengſs and 
nels you aye wii , 
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proathes, and patiently wait till 


's "0 
jſtfied by Chſe or thei? viible A 
y '3 or” their viltble 26 
moſt glorious enthronement there do 
cleatly demonſtrate, * ngt 'only the ye- 
rity, but the fipeteminency thereof, and 
what it's moſt noble” origin and diſceat 
4 was, when ſo nuch unknown 
me 3-1): \ unto! diſdaine@ and vilified 
by the World. | 
3. tfer. | Thirdly, That Affirants 
i Heaven is attainable here upon 
atths; it may be had, raOUgh all rhe 
children of God have it not 3 at's ho im 
poffible thing tov be obtained; for if 
wc that counſel and commatid 
(which makes it a duty) were van, 
which we lave, Y Pet. I. 10. Wherefore 
the” rather, 'Brethror, gfoe diligence td 
mal "your Calling an F1Bin | 
rh wor te not to be underitod 
6f att objeQiVe,bat ſubjettive certainty, 
ſirEtb bur ſelye#in 'our own hearts 
Sg nr Baker ris Kriewy 
in VesS.taJ Dad, It 
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diſcover their diſtemper : And as ſuch 
Phrenetical perſons think all men fo bur, 
themſelves, and judge the molt ſage dif- 
courſes to be but folly : Even fo world- 
minded Hypocrites, with the large ge- 


neration. of Senſualiſts in the world, | 


think the wile traffick and trade of a 
few Saints for Heaven and Eternity, 
(while they adventure, and ſometimes 
loſe all their worldly enjoyments for the 
ſame) to. be a moſt unadvifed under- 
taking, to bewray . much debility of 
reaſon, if - not ſome phrenſte, to have 
ſeized upon them. And though perhaps 
they will not alwaies; or all of them 
will not thus explicitly and openly 
brand them with folly a2d madnels, yet 
they will do it implicitly and tacitly, 
either by aſcribiag what they do, to 
ſome ſullen obſtinate humour (for they 
who will ſo gratific this, hazard and loſe 
their eſtates, and outward comforts are 
moſt egregious and enormous fools ; do 
I ay fools? yea highly infanous and fit 
for ans, oa to too much nicenels and 
and over-{crupleneſs of conſcience , 
which doth ſufficiently put the fool upon 
them, while it aſſerts the exility (and al- 
moſt nothingneſs)of ther reaſon. But true 
Believers can live above all theſe re- 
proaches, 
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proaches, and patiently wait till their 
wiſdom 1n another world be avoucht & 
juſtified by Chriſt 3 or their vilible and 
moſt glorious enthronement there do 
clearly demonſtrate, not only the ve- 
rity, but the ſapereminency thereof, and 
what 'it's moſt noble origin and diſcent 
"HS... when ſo much unknown 

unto; diſdained and vilified 
by the World. 

3. Infer. Thirdly, That Aſſurance 
of Heaven is attainable here upon 
Fatth; it may be had, though all the 
children of God have it not ; 41t's no ini- 
poſſible thing to be obtained ; for if 
it'were, that counſel and command 
( which makes it a duty) were vain, 
which we have, 1 Pet. 1. 10. Wherefore 
the rather, Brethren, give diligence to 
make your Calling and Ele@ion. ſure : 
Which words are not to be underſtood 
of an objedtive,bat ſubjective certainty, 
ſire to bur ſelves in our own hearts and 
conſciences. When the Hebrews knew 
inthemſelves that they had in Heaven 
this better and enduring fubſtance, it 
implyes (as hath been noted) that they 
had ſome afſurance of a right to it, and' 
4 poſleſſion of it. But this was not pro- 
per and peculiar (as a priviledge) to 
| themz 
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them ; but it's that which Saints now, 
and to the end of the world may have 
likewiſe. It muſt indeed be acknow- 
ledged, that aſiurance of our ſalvation 1s 
not with taciiity aad caſe, but with ar- 
duouſneſs and difticulty ( as ul ually the 
choiceſt and moſt excellent things are) 
obtained. This bright and precious 
Jewel can1ot be brought 1ato the ſoul, 
but by the greateſt afſiduoulaeſs, pain- 
ful laboriouſaeſs, higheſt and conſtant 
ſolicitude ad care; as the Apoltolical 
Exhortation imports; Give diligence, 
( onebdogle ) which lignthes all manncr 
of ſtudiouſneſs, ſeriouſlacls, and inten- 
tion in doing. It requirc> a cloſe walk- 
1ag with Goc d: : an obſcrvant watchful- 
neſs over our own hearts; a trequent, 
impartial, (cdulous exploraticn, and ex- 
amination of them, 2 Cor.l 3.5. Examine 
your ſelves whether ye be in the faith: 
Prove your own ſelves : Which: things 
too many Chriſtians bcing -too often 
omiſhve and. negligent of. they poſle(s 
It not: And, whatever aſſurance any 
man pretends to, and boalts of, that he 
obtains not in this way, 1t will prove 
falſe and deJluding, and leave him ſhort 
of Heaven, and all hs hopes of an eter- 
nal happ' neſs, under a mo{t miſerable 
abortion 
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of the Þcavenly Subffance- 145 
abortion and fruſtration. If the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians want aſſurance, the 
fault is their own. The {loth and lazi- 
nels, the torpor and {luggiſhneſs of their 
ſouls; their ofcitancy and careleſneſs, 
their inaftivity, inſedulity and incon- 
ſtancy in the performance of all thoſe 
holy duties, which are the vital parts of 
Chriſtian picty, 1s too frequently the 
cauſe hereof. - The want hereof likewiſe 
in many, is to be aſcribed to the not ex- 
erciſing of their reaſon vigorouſly, and 
enough 3 for its uſually (if not alwates) 
wrought in a rational way : for as the 
ſoul of man hath the power of ratiocina- 
tionz ſo hereby Gods Children muſt 
argue themſelves into this joytul Aſſu- 
rance, which is done by inferriug one 
truth from another, and drawing true 
concluſions from right premiſes z which 


'are two propoſitions that help them to 


ſyllogize. The firſt of theſe 1s Scriptu- 
tural, ſuch a Propoſition as is infallibly 
true, becauſe it is founded in the Word 
of God : As for example ; let it be that, 
He that believeth on Chriſt, hath everlaſt- 
ing life, J0h.3.13. The other Propoſition 
1s experimental. But I believe on Chriſt; 
now if after a ſerious, laborious diſqui- 


ſition, and thorow examination of our 
L faith, 
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faith, we find it exaQtly to cotreſpond, 
and ſquare with that deſcription, and 
thoſe. characters which God pives of 2 
true and ſaving faith in his Word (which 
is not irmpoſlible to find and know, elſe 
that exhortation and command in the 
3 Cor. 13-5. were very futilous and fri- 
volous) then may the concluſion be 
fightly and confidently drawn, there- 
fore I have everlaſting life, Much in 
fach a way as this (that requires the ex- 
erciſe of our reaſon) is Afſurance 
wrought, which many lincere Saints not 
taking, but waiting for, and expe 

ſome immediate teſtimony and witnen 
from Heaven, arc Ionger clouded with 
fears and doubts as to their eternal eſtate, 
Tts true, when all this is done, ſuch may 
want Afſurance, both becauſe they tnay 
not alter a diligent ſcarch, experience 
ſach a Propoſition {there being requi- 
ſite hereunto beſides reaſon, the ſpecial 
help of the Spirit, which may not alwaies 
be afforded) and though they may, yet 
may they heſitate and demurre, and not 
have the confidence to draw the conclu- 
ſion z which muſt be done likewiſe by 


the alliftance'of the ſanie Spirit 3 which |, 


1s ſomctimes(though for tnoft wiſe ends) 


denycd'them. Burt yet norwittiſtanding [; 
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this conceſſion , its moſt probable (if 
not an indubitable truth) a comfortable 
Aflurance by ſuch means (the Spirit con- 
curring therewith ) 1s attained unto 
though ſtill it muſt be confeſted, it ad- 
mits of ſeveral degrees, and durations, 
and ſo is not equally in all that have it ; 
neither for meaſure,nor fot time. I might 
diſcourſe nuich more largely of this 
Doctrine of Afſurance, but that would 
not be pertinent here. I only ſpeak (o 
much of it as ſhall make a clear way to 
the enſuing particular; 

4. Irfer. Fourthly, Then that this 
Aſturance of an Heavenly Subſtance ren- 
ders it very facil and eafie to part with 
our earthly goods: The ſoul that can 
once ſay, I know 'in my ſelf that I have 
in Heaven a better, and an abiding Sub- 
ance, an imniortal Treaſure: Its never 
put to any hard ſtruglings and conflides, 
to forſake all the treaſures in the world, 


when the glory of God, the intereſt of 
Chriſt and Religion calls him to do it ; 
ut with -the greateſt promptitude and 
eadineſ(s 3 with the higheſt alacrity and 
chearfulneſs he parts with all; Let the 
yorld court, and complement the ſoul 
ver ſo much; make the largeſt»pro- 
ſes to it 3 uſe all its blandiſhments and 
= 'E allure- 


143 AJ Diſcuurſe of the Excellency 


allurements; with the utmoſt of its crak 
and skill 3- and'never fo carneltly ſolicit 
the ſame, to'hold and keep it faſt, to ad- 
. here and ſtick. to it; 1t 1s inflexible; it 
will-not yield ; no conqueſt can be made 
of it; its hardned againſt them all : It 
.can be no more moved herewith, than a 
man would be with importunate 1ntrea- 
ties and (olicitations to continue in ſome 
petite and contemptible Cottage, and 
little ſpot of ground, when fome magni 
ficent Serag/io5 fome moſt uuſtrious 
Palace and mighty Empire were offered 
to him, and he had a full and infruſtrable 
aſturance alwaies to poſleſs the ſame. If 
a man werethe Abſolute Lord of all the 
Eaſt and Weſi-Indies, and had as many 
Pearls, as there are Pebble-{tones; could 
accumulate and heap up the Gold of 
O; hir, as high as the higheſt Mountain, 
or Pyramides 3 could he poſleſs as many 
mil;1ons of the pureſt Gold and Silver, 
as there are grains of ſand, piles of grals 
upon the carth, drops of water in the 


Occaq, Stars in-the Firmament, and mo4, 


ments trom.the beginning to the end of 
time; Had he at once as many bright 


orient Gems and. Jewels, with Imperial} 


Crowns, as thcre are Atoms 4 as have, Of 


ſhall bc; hairs upon all mcns. heads in the 
*'/' ; world 
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world : Or were he the poſſeflor of as 
many Kingdoms ; yea worlds, as there 
are fiſhes in the Sea, fowls of the Air; 
beaſts, reptiles, and inſets upon earth, 
yet would his Aſſurance of this one Ce- 
leſtial Subſtance (though it were but of 
the loweſt degree, and no pleropheric 
and full perſivaſion, that doth exclude; 
and will not admit of the leaſt doubt) it 
<4 would make him abandon, 'agd 
m3 reject all as dung' and drofs for! 
Chriſt ; for his Goſpel, and any trilth? 
that hath the ſtamp of his Authority W 
on it : Yea and all this it would do with- 
out grudging, and murmuring; much 
more without abſorping forrow, if not 
without one penſive thought. The rea- 
fon'of this'is evident ant plain ; becaufe 
there is not ſo great a diſproportion be- 
tween a_mite' and all theſe numberleſs 
millions, as'is between them and this 
one Subſtance, this one Inheritance 

in Heaven, And beſides, this Aſſurance: 
1.never wtought in, or obtained by any 


| foul before the prevailing bent, and: 


ſtrongeſt byaſs of its will be unto, and 
its actual choice be made of this immor- 


tal treaſure, which conquers the dithcul 


ty of parting with what 1s earthly. 
5. Infer. Fifthly, Then(as connective 
L'3 with 
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with the former, and a further amplifi- 
cation .of it ) that they who will not 
chearfully part with, and take joyfully 
the ſpoiling of their goods for the fakg 
of Chriſt, cannot have any Aſſurance of 
this better Subſtance, or any real right 
and title to the ſame. Its true, fach men 
may be (and many of them uſually are) 
the greateſt pretenders to Aſſurance, 
and to the molt confident Hopes of poſ- 
ſelling Heaven. But alas! all will prove 
but a vain and vaniſhing dream in the 
end z and ere long they ſhall awake 
and find it ta beſo; ifnot in this world 
to retrive the miſtake and errour ; yet 
in another 3..cavered with horrours, and 
clothed with conſternations ; when eter- 
nal flames ſhall thorowly awaken, and 


effectually convince them of that moſt. 


grols deluſion. they layd under ; while 
they thought their right and title ſecu- 
red to the treaſures of eternity, yet to 
honour ,and glorifie God, (and fo an- 
ſyer the {.preme and higeſt ends of 
their lives and beings ) and to maintain 
the Intereſt of thew Redeemer in the 
world 3 they will not part with thoſe 


trifliag treaſuxes that are cixcumſcrib'd, | 


and bounded with a few moments of 
time, beyond which by the decree and 
SOD fr deter- 
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determination of the Eternal God, they; 
ſhall not paſs: And when they thus 
awake, and their eyes are thorowly, 
opened, they ſhall ſee, and know, thar 
the Aſſurance and hope which they had 
a firm and fixed dependence upon,; were 
but like golden Chains (and fo mara 
pleaſing) that Satan detained, and held 
them as his priſoners. in, till with bimſcl 
he'had brought: them down iwnto the 
moſt tremendqus Chains gt. everlaſting 
darknel, Theſe perſons are like 10.3 
poar-wretched, :man that.] once, ſaw in 
Bedlam, who did {troply fancy , himſelf, 
and was fully aſſured that he was a King, 
and had a real. right to. a. Crawn. and 
Kingdom : Bur alas | (while none could 
convince him |of the contrary )- all the 
while he way in Bedlaz: (a molt miſc- 
rable Palace for this, fancitul Prince ta 
live in, and a very diſconfolate Throne 
to lit:and reign upan :) And though he 
would aſſume, Imperial Grandeur, and 
with -much (tate, and 'majelty deport 

himſelf; yet. he poſſelied nothing to 
maintain it, but in his awa. imagination, 
Such a Heaven, ſuch a Crawn, of life and 
Glory ſhall theſong day find (after all 
their Aſſurange). they.are the poſleſiors 
of 3- who would . not ne all 
L 4 their 
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their earthly intereſts and poſſeſſions to 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and who would ' rather 
part with his pure Doctrine and Wor- 
ip, than theſe ſhould ſuffer the leaſt 
impairment and diminution 3 much leſs 
would'they ſufter the loſs of all for the 
ſame. ' And though theſe mendo' think 
they are the only Sophies, the only 
Oracles for wiſdom in' the world; and 
that the Syſteme of the beſt Pohricks, 
and the Epitomy of all true prudence is 
in their brains ; and apprehending them- 
felves to move in the higheſt ſohere of 
reaſon, to be Stars of the firſt magni- 
tude for underſtanding ;3'and admiring 
their ow Intelleds, -as elevated to: the 
higheſt Zeninth, and fublimated tothe 
moſt lofty pitch : they judge themfelves 
moſt worthy of the Chair, to be perpe- 
fual and dogmatical Dictators unto all 
others. Yet it is not long before it will 
appear both” to theniſelves, and all 
others ;* how much they were void of 
all true reaſon; what its tenaity 'and 
flenderaeſs' was, and how much more 
mad they were than any of thoſe ſent to 
Bedlam to be made ſober, to recover 
their loſt ' wits, to confolidate their 
crackt brats, and” redintegrate their 
crazy aad ſhattered reaſon z Oh! you 
| that 


UM 


T—_—_ tl. L & We F< - my > 


of the Heavenly Subſtance. 153 
that are ſo tenacious of a little guilded 
earth. and glittering clay (as if it were 
your God, 'and Supreme Good) that 
will fin againſt your very light, debauch 
your own conſciences, giving them ma- 
ay a deadly-ſtab, and mortal wound 
= after 'by various Narcotick and 

upefattive potions z or by ſome ſtrong 
enchantments''and charms: (which are 
compoſed of' a few fine-ſpun'and Cohb- 
web diſtinftions ) making them tor a 
few daies inſenfible, and laying them 
aſleepz) rather than you-will hazard, 
or ſuffer the los of the ſame tor the very 
Religion that 'you profets, and are de- 
nominated Chriſtians from or for that 
Religion irfits moſt pure and undefited 
conſtitutions * © Conlider, I pray, be- 
times, how' inauſpicious and unhappy 
that tenure is like to prove to/your im- 
mortal ſouls z how certainly and infal- 


| libly it doth 'augurate and portend 


your loſs of God and Heaver'for cver 5 
and that the Aflurance and hope that 
now you think: you have; will prove a 
heart-breaking' cheat, and be one high 
aggravation'ot: your mffery'to eternity; 
For if you had ſuch an Aftarance, you 
would take joytully (with the Hebrews) 
the ſpoiling of your goods for the ſame 
pu: 
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pure Worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt. , You may 
25 rationally ſuppoſe that the Sun ſhould 
harden and ſoften the ſame Clay,and the 
Fire the ſame Wax; or any natural cauſe 
in an ordinary way of operation, -pro- 
duce the moſt contrary effeQs in the, 
fme ſpecifick matter z as: that the Afdly- 
xance of a future eternal happineſs, and 
immortal glory, ſhould -make; ſome- ſo 
weaned from this world, -and mortified 
toitz and info great a meaſaxe draw'off 
their hearts and affections 'from 1t, that 
with much facility & joy they can leave 
and forſake it, when called thereuato z 
and yet in others, it ſhould; ſuffer their 
ſouls to be ſo faſt glued unto the world, 
to adhere and ſtick fo cloſe ta the ſame ; 
to be lo deeply ſankinto the earth, and 
their riches and treaſunes: ta have that 
prevailigg intereſt in them (as if they 
Were > ——_—_ that, (though they 
have the ſame call, and have the ſame 
Cauſe ta fiffer for, as the prapugnation 
and defence of Goſpel-truth) they. will 
ne mare leave it, and ſuffer a ſeparation 
and divorce \fnom it, than they will ſut- 
fer their skin todbe tarnfrom; their fletb, 
or. their fleſh and finews' from their 
bones, when they can prevent it. 
---6: Lnfer. Sixthly That ws not enongh 
eg 
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to take the ſpoling of our gaods for 
Chriſt, ualeſs It be-done with joy. Some 
mens darling luſh is more pride, than cox 
vetoulhels; and therefore to keep their 
credit and reputation among the Profeſ- 
ſors of Religion, they may rungn equal 
hazard of their eſtates with others in 
ſerving and worftping God ; and;ſome+ 
times may - actually Joſe; as nach , as 
others ; yet it's with much more inward 
diſquietne(s, and diſcompolure'sf mind 3 
the reminiſcence ,of, and reflection up» 
on their loſſes (eſpecially, if confider- 
able) is with much ſadneſs and ſorrow: 
Their preſent. parting with -their goods 
puts them to ,much, pain, though they 
will conceal it, that their honour may 
not be clouded ;. . But this is not accep- 
table to Gad, | nor approved of-by him, 
becauſe it ſprings not from any preyail- 
ing love ta him, and his Goſpel z or 
from a predaminaut intereſt that_they 
have in their -affeftions. The conflict* 
is not between grace and corruption, or 
between it and temptation; but betweer 
wo difterens lyſks, and the one muſt 
yield to. the other z which never de- 
monſirates heaxt-aprightae(s- and fin- 
ccrity. 
7: Infer, Seventhly, That both the 


taking 
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taking joyfully the ſpoiling of . our 
war or ſuffering for our Religion 
ere depends upon the knowledge and 
hope of a reward hereafter 3 and. the 
poſſeſſion-of that reward hereafter de- 
pends (when called to it) upon taking 
joyfully the ſpoiling of our goods, or 
fuffering for Religioa here. This is like- 
wiſe implyed in the Propoſition. The 
Hebrews doing the 01e upon the know- 
ledge ofthe other, ſuppoſeth a neceffary 
connexron - between 'them ; and , that 
they were convinced effeCtnally of this 
truth. © For who would caſt away that 
,which conltitates his happmefs 19 this 
world, were it not tb-gain'a greater, In 
another?or who would make himſelf mi» 
ferable here, were it 'notto/ avoid cter- 
nal miſery hereafter ? 'and had not God 
by ary irrepealable Law; ahd wife” San- 
con, made'the one the'condition of the 
other.” Tf-it were grafted that man, as 
he is Gods creature, 'andhath his' bein! 
frogrhim' (which his fi ft? Rab? Yd 
and Godsabſolute faveraipiity arid do- 
minjon over him are a reſttltancy from) 
fandsobliged,and ought'conteritedlyto 
att !in pure'obedience to him; though 
he ſhould not hereafter enjoy any 'un- 
changeableſtate of bleſſedneſs, as'a con- 
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ſequent reward ; but after he had done 
and fuftered all that's required by his 
Makers command, he ſhould periſh for 
ever, or be annihilated, and reduced ts 
nothing : I ſay, if this were granted, how 
ſoon (what-ever ſome men may talk) 
would Religion languiſh and expire in 
the world 2 what an allay and abate- 
ment would it be to the vigour, and fer- 
vour of divine affections in the beſt?how 
would i damp and ſtifle all readineſs 
unto; and cheerfulneſs in the loyal ſer- 
vice of God, and ſuffering for him. So 
that 1f God ſhould Genie his will, thac 
we ſhould loſe our goods, and ſuffer im- 
priſonnment, to'maintain his intereſt, and 
adyance his glory m the world, without 
the promiſe of any future happineſs, and 
ſo to leave us without any hope of com- 
penſation by it, We ſhould ſoon ſee a 
prevailing averſeneſs and CO 
inallto it : And weſhould never have 
read that the Hebrews, and fach a cloud 
of witneſfles in former Ages, had done it : 
For we find, that notwith{tanding bath 
the clear revelations, and ſure promiſes 
of ſeh a bleſſed immortality, , and per+ 
manent Subſtance in Heaven, with what 
a paucity and . inconfiderable ; number 
of,menit hath any efficacy, and power 
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to commarid-aud govern their lives, and 
be prevalently influential upon them to 
do (but) this one thing for the honour 
of their Creator and Ked-emrer. It's true, 
all our doing and {uttering cannot merit 
ſuch a compenſating fzhcity ; but yet 
God (dealing with us as we are- men, 
and have a principle of ſelf-preſervation 
ia us) promiſeth this for our great en- 
couragnment hereunto. And imdeed it 
ſeems very inconliſtent, both with the 
wiſdom” and goodneſs of that 'Eternal 
Being, that's the Supreme Rettor and 
Governour of the world ; and a very 
unlikely and inefficacious way to'main- 
tain the juſt honour and reputation of 
tis Government over rational creatures, 
to command the one, without the pro- 
miſe of the other. 

And yet it would be as incompitable 
with, and diſagreeing from theſe and 
other glorious Attributes of God, to 
confer upon us, and crownus with the 
latter, wwhout our doing of the for- 
mer : "And 'to aſſert the contrary, is 4 
prodipious folzciſm and abſurdity both 
mAdivinity and right reaſon ; for it were 
unwarrantably to maim 'the' Notion -of 
God; : to conceive and bear inour 
minds an-Tdea of him, altogether iticot- 
C'3 gruous 
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pruous to his very Juſtice and Holinek. 
Secing in complyance herewith, he muſt 
own them as Heirs of the incorruptible 
Inheritance in Heaven, who have dif- 
owned and denyed him upon earth; and 
have preferrd a finite, before his _— 
goodneſs and glory. "But let the W 

of God ſpeak fully in the defence of 
this truth, Xatth. 19. v. 29. And every 
one that hath forſaken houſes, os brethren, 
or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, ov 
children, or lands, Vow my Names ſake, 
ſhall receive an hunared-fold, and inherit 
everlaſting life. Now, though this be k 
poſitive aſſertion, yet it includes a negs- 
nve (asin Scripture it's frequent) none 
but fuch ſhall jmherit this everlaſting 
lifez and this will appear to be the 
proper gemuine ſenſe of it, if we com- 
pare It with Lyke 14.33. So likewife 
whoſoever he be of you that forſaketh not 
ll that he hath, he cannot be my Diſciple. 
And if no Diſciple of Chriſt, then no 
Heir of the future glory. All this ſhews 
us how many (now) of the Viſthle 
"Church of Chriſt ſhall be excluded the 
"Kimgdom of Heaven, and meet with that 
jolt dreadful repute, and eternal &pa- 
"ration from 'God. - Depart from m#5e 
"workers of ixriquity, I &rrow wot whenee-je 


are. 
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ares iLuke 13. 27. But I: having inter- 
mixt this Diſcourſe with other foregoing 
particulars, -I {hall not expiate and en- 
large it further, though it cannot be too 
iaduſtriouſly aud frequently, inculcated 
upon us, who are {o backward firmly to 
believe, and to be Lrought under. the 
powerful and. effcftual conviction 'of 
ſuch a truth. 

8. infer. Eightly, How valt a diſpro- 
.portion there is between the Saints pre- 
ſent lofles, - and their future gain. ' This 
4s that which makes them fo joyfully 
ſuffer the loſs of all things. .. The inet- 
fable and unutterable. inequality be- 
xween them is the ſourſe and: ſpring: of 
their joy : They have a fubſrance | das 
ſhadow ;- a ſubſtance that's permanent, 
.and perpetual, for that which 1s withering 
and fading. Who will not rejoyce to 
part with a penny for a pound 2 with one 
pound for an hundred ? with a hundred 
Fora thouſand > with a thouſand: for a 
million 2 &c. but yet what's, the diſprq- 
. portion between the leaſt of theſe, and 
the greateſt ſumme, to that which, 1s be- 
.tycen an carthly and an heavenly Sub- 
ſtance 2. But my purpole 1s,not,to dilate 
.and.amplifie this great truth ;,.having al- 
xeady in part loſt. and paraphraſ..dupon 
__ ONE it : 
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it. I ſay but in parts; for who can ſpeak to 
that ſuily,which is ſo infinitely above, and 
beyond the graſp,and reach of his Reaſon + 
the comprehenfion of his capacity.and the 
compals of his underſtanding ? But it-is to 
raiſe theSouls of Saints to a more ſublime, 
and frequent admiration of the unſcarcha- 
bleRiches of God's free Grace,and exurbe- 
tant Mercies, and to fll them with more 
raviſhing contemplations thereof ; which 
this difproportion doth ſo much illuſtrate 
and celebrate; varniſh, and beautify with 
a matchle(s Glory. That there (hould be 
«n infinite,and eternal reward for a finite, 
and temporary AQ; and that which we 
are under an indiſpenſable Obligation to 
do ; and when we have done it, to be Rtill 
unprofitable Servants That an A& 
ſhould be thus rewarded by God, that the 
ftandsin no need of, that he hath no de- 
pendance upon, as Augmentative of, and 
and additional to his bleſledneſs; for the 
uttermoſt contributions of men, and An- 
gels, with all other. Creatures, can add 
nothing to him) And that an AR (hall be 
ſo ſuperabundanly recompenced, which 
is but the employing for Gods glory, and 
the returning tohim whatis his own, and 
what we firſt received from him, what he 
hath but lept us; or we are Rill but Te- 
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nants at will (his [property never being 
alienated.) That we ſhould have as the 
Apoftle ſaith in 2 (0r.4-17.Glory for affli- 
Rivns ; a weight of glory for light affli- 
Qions; an exceeding Eternal glory for 
momentary afflitions. (O! aftoniſhing 
Antitheſis) In what cxtatical, and tran- 
ſporting admirations hereof, ſhould the 
Souls of Saints be in ; and certainly more 
frequently (than they are) they would bs 
ſo, were they but more with the Apoftle 
in Reckoning that the ſufferings of this pre- 
ſent time, are not worthy to be compared 
arty the Glory, that ſhall be revealed is 
bim, Rom. $. 18. And would we but fix- 
edly and ficddily meditate hereon 3 our 
Souls would not be ſo effate, and barren of 
praiſcs to God as they are. - But we ſhould 
be ever bleſſing, and adoring him for that 
ſuperlyous, and reabundant compenſati- 
on oi the very lircle that we can do, or 
ſuffer ſor him. And ſeeing time is too lit- 
tlefor this work, we {honld more ardently 
lone toTriumph in his Praiſes toEternity. 
T he conſideration of this vaſt diſpro- 
portion between our loſſes and our gain, 
our ſofferings, 'and our reward, ({hould 
wonderfa}ly animate, and encourage us 
to ({uffer the loſs of all things: ir ſhould 
©:-1 and trengthen'our hearts, and ny" 
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fe our Spirits to endure. the utmoſt extre- 
mity of miſcry, and to be inſuperable,and, 
unconquerable in a partieut toleration, of 
all Tribulations for the ſake of -Chrilt, to 
promote and advance his intereſt in the 
World. And certainly were there but an 
immoration, and dwelling of our moſt 
ſcrious thoughts hereon z we ſhould never 
dread ſuch ſufferings (which are ever 
worſe in fearing, then in feeling them) as 
wedo; not be ſoaverſc to undergo them 
as WE are. 

9. Infer. Ninthly, Thatone and the 
ſame Heavenly ſubſtance belongs to all 
Saints and all Sufferers, for their Lord 
and Mater Jcſus Chrift. There s but 
one Kingdom, Matt. 25. 34 one Inheri- 
tance, 1 Pet. 1. 4. One (rown, Rev. 1.10. 
one Throxe, Rev. 3. 21. that belongs ta 
them all. Ir's in the Text, one ſubſtance 
that all the Hebrews knew they had. If 
an Earthly Father have many Children 
uſually the firſt-born Son, or the eldeſt 
living inherits his Eftate, if a King have 
many Sons, the eldeft uſually is Heir to 
the Crown. When Fehoſbaphat died the 
Text tells us, 2 Chron. 21. 3. He gave 
great Gifts of Silver, aud of Gold, and pre« 
tious things, with fenced Cities in Judah? 
But the Kingdom gave he to Jehoram, be- 
| M 2 cauſe 
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he was the. firfi-borns, This rightoff 
= exiture unto Earthly ras an 
hath Foundation in the Law of Na- | 
tdre. But n Heaven there is no difference, 
not diftin&tion made among all the Chil. | * 
dren; of Go&: one inheritance he hath | 
provided for them all, and cvery indivi- 
dual (hall have the whole, as all the In. 
habicants upon Earth equally enjoy the 
light of the Sun, when it ſhines unto} 
them, (provided their vifave faculty. be a» 
like) ſo ſhall all the Inhabitants in Hea- 
ven cqually "enjoy a Kingdom. Indeed 
God pursa diflerence, and makes diftin- 
Gions between his Children in this 
World 3; fome are rich (though but a ve- 
ry. ſew) ſome; are poor, fome noble, 
(though not many) and ſome ignoble; 
and he will have the order of Superiority, 
andinfecriorny maintained among them, 
and ro break it is a ſin. Servants though 
Godly met keep in their proper Station, 
and know their diſtance from their Gadly 
Maficrs,and Miſrefſes.; and greatly fear 
andrcytrence them, and the baſe for their 
Pizty, mu not chink themſelves equal 
ory honourable, nor behave them» 
&ively towards them (for ſack a procaci- 
ous carriage, 'and malcpart deportnient, 
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iss violiation of the Law of God,” Na. 
cure.) But in Heaven all theſe diftinQtions: 


ſhall ceaſe, Maſters and Servants, Parents: 
and Children, the High, and the Low, 


the Rich and the Poor, the Noble andthe: 
ſhall 


Ignoble, Kings and their -Subjets 
ftand upon equal ground ; therefore 
ſhall be all Kings, Rev: 1. 6; What 
different degrees of Glory are, that ſomg 
affert ſhall be in Heaven, proportioned 
ro the attained degrees of Grace 
Earth, (and which ſome places of $ 
ture ſeem to point at,) is Fneching dif 
cult to underſtand, and to give ſatisfaQory 
Anſwers to thoſe Objections which might 
be raiſed againſt the ſame, The effential 
bleſſednefs, and glory of rhe Saints is rho 
ſame, its one Subfance, but” ſamerhing 
accidental there may be to increaſe; - 


. heightenche joy ; us there will bein 


toincreaſe the Sorrows and Miſery of rhe 
damaed ; aud to make the damaztion-bf 
ſome greater than others, Adept. 2 31+ 
This truth I chought fic to infer, to comp 


fort thoſe that ave the Children of Gdd, 


but whoſe condition is low and 
them eo the lights, 
- the World.” Ard to proer them con- 


keneed therewith for a ſew. peels Nat- 


M 3 


yl ©: ' 
WW. wk 6 "2 iP hc 

\ PR " = 0 Vow ® th % * T7 

wo L : . -. »Kil or 


166'A 


Gallants upon Earth, and 'while perhaps 
they mect with too diſdainful, and diſre- 
ſpeaful a carriage from their fellow Chri- 
Kians, and Brethren who ate, Superiour 
t6'them.for wealth. Ir likewiſe may ad- 
miniſter '«bundant conſolation to thoſe 
that have but & very little loſe for to Chriſt, 
whoſc Eftates are ſo exigious, and ſmall 
that 'its perhaps their gricf, and trouble, 
they have no more to adventure, and part 
with for him. | Let all ſuch know they 
ſhall be as well rewarded in Heaven, as 
thoſe who forſake the greateſt Treaſures 
for him +3 foriats their .4// and fodemon- 
Frates their lincerity, and the ſupremacy 
of Gods intereſt in their Souls ; There- 
fore as oge Saviour faith, mhoſcever ſball 
Wie to drink a Cap of cold water (that is 

erhe bath no bettce Liquor to give) 
#8 bis Name' to bis Diſciples, and becapſe 
vhey obelonp 16 Chriſt, ſhall. not  leſe their 
* Feward, Matt, ,xo. 42, "Mark 9.40. And 
«when the poor Widdow caſt her two 
. Mices into the Treaſury, it - was highly 
applauded and approved by Chriſt, and as 
acceptable:to him as the wwch which. was 
throwriwby.' the rich/.and, no Joubt us 
high'y rewarded by him in Heaven, Mas; h 
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| at Je Beat | - | 
Averber Chr (and hens pamorp ſhall 
be compenſated with as maflie, « Crown 
_ | of immortal glory, as they that Joſe their, 
-— | Millions. (if any ſuch can be found) And 
avour Saviour faith concerning that poor, 
Widdow that ſhe threw more in, then all 
te rich that caſt into the orgs of yp 
. For ſaith he all they did. ca 

ir abundance (what they, might well 

fare) but ſhe of her want did caft. in | all 
that ſhe had, even all her . ” 
living ; ſo thoſe Chritie ,, a If lt 
ny are learg and. loſe. i Y 
that which in at{clf is mot contempti 
minue for Chriſt, when 4 nioapibly 
| Cthatisall their means the ve to 5G 
. | on, orto maintain their Livey)ity of great-. 
\ | er. value, and more in the. account 
| Chritt, then that which. is lo by ger 


When its not their 4//;not the, toral 
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Eftates : but fill a fi Te 
to: live upon. VR 1s xr 
VViddows living prog th, tl 
Life... VVhen a > ee Oh 
offers and ſacrificgth bis. þ I, 
kis aig? and fmall p. 


dance his glory, and 
Th he Fs oO, 
"his life, and its as grearſul, an 

1b Jets Chriſt as if maple 


*] think that Chriſtian who will loſe his 
whole Eftate {be it more or leſs) far 
Chrift, will loſe bis life too : Bar this 
is'certain, that he who will not adven- 
tufe, and forſake the one, will not hg- 
zard, nor lay down the other. 


Tentbly, From hence infer, that the 
poſſeſſion of this Heaven]y Subſtance will 
net admit of, nor confift with any grief 
and ſorrow. . If fincers Chriftians can 
Joyfully ſuffer from rhe very forcviews of 
this ſubſtance, and the prebibgtions and 
foretaſts *of its efflyucnt ſweetneſles and 
pleaſures 3 'certginly no mortal can de- 
clare what joy the full poſſeffion of it will 
afford. hope that Princes have of 
Crowns and" Kingdoms ,' raiſeth their 
joy aboye'an ordinary pitch : but when 
the day of a&nal Coronation and Inthroni- 
Zation _ , then their triumphs fur- 
ul: us Gods children rejoyce in 

2'of « futyre Crown, 'Row. 5, 2. and 

# x farmounts the joy of Princes? 
but when they hear thoſe words, Marth. | 
25.34; Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
rit the kingdow prepared for you from the. 
foundation of the world. And when they. 
fhall' be crown'd by their deareſt 'Re- 
deemer in the preſence of all the holy 
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Angels : And he ſhall further foy wato 
them ; © Secing you have overcome. the 
world, and the fleſh, now boldly aſcend 
my Throne , and fit with me thereon : 
even as Lalſo overcame, and am ſet down 
with my Father in his Throne, Rev,3.21+ 
What ſhouting for joy will there then be ? 
All Triamphs, and Exultations at Inaugu- 
rations and Inftalments here, are but dark 
reſemblances of what will then be. Ceer- 
tainly\ ſighs, and groans, and tears the 
{hall know no more. To uſe thoſe wor 
of the Prophet J1/eiah, Chap. 5 1. ver. 11. 
The redeemed of the Lord ſhall return, and 
come with ſinging into heaven ( inſtead of 
-Ziow ) and everlaſting joy ſhall be upen 
their head : They ſhall obtain gladueſs, and 
joy ; and ſorrow, and mourning ſball fles 
away. How inconceivably ſweet mult 
their ſolace then be ? What voluptuouſ- 
nefs, and deleQations can be liks to theirs, 
who can imbibe and drigk in frelh ples- 
-_ _o the foantaia like - hoy 
ut in the explicatory of the Propo- 
ſition , having ſaid þ to this. al- 
ready, 1 will extend the diſcqurle no fur- 
they ; yer I thought fir to add this lier 
(it being a rational dedufRion. from " 
Do&rine) to renew the Gaſfo and taſte 
the Tormer, and to relrelh the Readers 
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170 A-Diſcourſe of theExceliency 
memory of whar hath been ſpoken of the” 
DeleRability of this Subſtance as .It's in. 
Heaven, 


Uſe 2. - The ſecond Ule. . 


Secondly, Then it may be uſeful by 
way of Counſcl and Exhortation , unto 
all that profeſs the true and pure Chri- 
ftian Religion, and Apofſtolick Faith, that 
they would put this Doctrine in practice 
when call'd to it : that they would never 
betray nor renounce it, nor. in the leaſt 
recede from it, to have an Eftate (though 
never {o great) or that they may pto- 
cecd in the coacervation and hcaping up 
of their riches and treaſures. If we ac- 
knowledg and bclieve the Sacred Scrip- 
tures to be the only direQive, and con- 
duRive Rule to our ſupreme , and ulti- 
mare End ; | our everlaſting, and future 
Bicſſcdneſfs ;, and that nothing can be con- 
Kitutive of Gods Worlhip, but his own 
Commands , and Ioſtitutions : and_thas 
whoſoeyer would-mix any thing thero» 
with, or add any thing thereunto, as;parts 
of that Worſhip; douſurp and” inv 
the Divyine Prerogatives, and violate. th 
zeculiarities of the Godhead.” . Why 
ld we weong our own ſouls in-con- 
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of the Deaventy Subftance, 17: 
traQing ſuch great guilt, cither by for- 
ſaking that Rule for. another, to -avoid 
ſome pecuniary mul& impos'd upon us, 
or by negleRing the true and pure Wor- 
ſhip of God, and complying with that 
which is falſe and corrupt:; and not from 
any conſcieace (though erroneous) or 
blind zeal ( which many have) but to 
ſecure a baſe ſordid intereſt. To be con+ 
tent to hear * ſophi- 
Kicated Do&rine, and * 2 ©. 2. 17. Kennies 
joyn with others in BY fav, 2 bk 
an adulterated . vitia- a&s, play the Huck- 
ted worſhip | ( and 5 with the Word of 
which we know to Vintners, who for gaia 
be ſo) for ſome world- =** Bar - _ _—_ 
ly advantage ; gither har witch is pencrene 
to prevent. the total and good, 
laſs, or ſome diminu- 
tion .of our Eftatcs , (which alas? toq 
many do;;) is 4 moſt clear demonſtration 
that we arc not acted by the ſame ſpigic 
the Hebrews were, nor poſſefſed with 
the ſame Princjples' of Religion which 
they bad. This Counſel belongs 

Firſt, To the Miniſters of the Goſpe). 
Reyercnd Sirs : Though | am. unworthy 
10 give advice and counſel unto you, from 
whom 1 ſbovu'd; receive it 2 yet as 'E/ihs 
ſaid in 2r<$ce caſe, Suffer we @ Th 


to ſpeak on Gods behalf ; and if it may 
ah goto modeſty , let me lay = 
ſaid, Job 32. 10. 7 «lſo will. ſhew my #þi- 
nionw. You have an high and honourable 
calling ; which doth not tain the nobleſt 
blond ( for however it be undervalued 
and had in contempt now, yet one day 
"the Minifterial fun&ion will appear to be 
no blot to any the moſt honourable per- 
ſons Eſchutcheon.) And a5 it derives its 


honour from its Authour, ( the great | 


and eternal God, whoſe Embaſſadors 
you are, and who hath advanc'd you to 
this dignity above ochers, { and from its 
objet, (the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt :) So you ſtand oblig'd to do every 
thing that may maintain the Honour of 
the one, and promote the Intereſt of the 
other in the world. © And there is nothing 
that doth more cfficaciouſly conduce 
herebnto than your Afſiduous and faith- 
ful, and conſtant preaching, whatever 
ſufferings you expoſe your ſelves unto, 
and undergo thereby ; for otherwiſe how 
can it be evinced to an oppoſing world, 
that you really believe the goodneſs of 
our Cauſe, the verity and truth of that 
Dogrine which 'you preach, the future 
jmmortal Glory which it doth diſcover, 
god that it is a ſuthcient _—_ 
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of the Prave ance: +71 
for'all your troubles and s; Or 


kow hall others be convinced of, and 
believe the excellency of that Goſpel thar 
God hath inveſted you with the Mini- 
iiry'of, ( ſee the Apoitles ſentiments bere- 
of, and heroick reſolutions thereupon, 
2 for. 4. 1+ Having therefore this mi 
(the excellency and dignity whereof he 
had prov'd and diſcours'd of in the for. 
mer Chapter ( for to that do theſe words 
reſer ) we faint net, @ inguyn, we ſbrink 
not back, or grow weary 
and flothful, Though Englih Annorations, 
we are broken in pieces 
with hcart-grieſs and calamities, yet we 
vield not; notwithftanding all the dif- 
conragements we find in the world, we * 
ſlack not our pace, nor remit any thing 
of our zcal for God's Glory ; which like 
fire Ae no , and _ at all 
zjuenched by the blaſts of oppoſition : 
& how ſhall it appear hut Tow ws 
your firm dependance upon God , and 
confidence in him ,” as one that 
will and by you, and own you, in ſup- 
porting you under, and comforting you 
all your troubles ; as one that's 
faithful ro make good all his 
to you. Or how ſhall it be known q 
that"you were upright, and fincere in > 
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"774 A Dildowret of the Exeetlecrey }. 
taking upon you this noble Office ,and ; Þ ac 
that you have not made' it ſubſervient,to' | ni 
ſome by-ends (as the princips],and chicl) | fi 
of your own, not ultimately defigniog the.” J bi 

v 

eh 


glory of your Lord and Maſter, Jeſus 
Chriſt. And as your ſufferings maintains/ 
the honour- of your calling ; Gin theſe, 
and many other reſpets as might further | t! 
be evinced) ſo they do promote the Inte» | g 
'xeft of God, and the Goſpel in the world. Þ #: 
You know how fu]ly the New Teſtament, | b 
and Ecclchaftical Hiſtories do prove this. | A 
truth. That they never loft, but gained 
cxcecdingly, an intercft by the perſecuti» 
ons of faithful Miniſters, when they cou- 
ragioufly cndured the fame. And though. 
this beſo unlikely a Cauſe, (and ſfeeming- 
ly focontra4ictory to Reaſon; ) to pro» 
- duce ſuch an cfiet ; yet God will have it 
ſorhat the Divinity of his Goſpel may be 
d:monRrated,( whilſt it Bouriſheth'in the 
migit of 5 and the more by oppalition,) 
and grows ſtr.nger, and more victorious 
22d triumphant, by that which ſeemsthe 
mf likely wa: to weaken, and vanqualh 
i;, and tocxtirpate, and-bagilh it out..of 
tize world, orelfc the Reaſon of, its jm- 
_ Placabls Enemies would not in. all Agess 
ang Places diQate.unto, and prompttcbems 
to14ke this courſe, a5;a molt, cfteRual';,40 
MF re | | - accome 
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| accompliſh ſack an-end;) And hola Mite. 


iſters that this doth nor weigh, and ſigni» 
rm gee than an EFace, their caſe, li- 

, or any outward comforts in. this 
Works let their parts be never ſo florxid, 
their Tongues never ſoRheoorically fluent 
and let them Preach to admiration of all 
that hear them ; 'to- the gaining of the 
greateſt ap lauſe, and the rgelt Encom- 
wms, yet their cternal ogy, is likely to 
be theſame with thoſe that we read of in 
Mat. 7. 22, 23» 

Did you in the day of your ' Ordination 
Covenant with God that you would only 
preach his Goſpel, and ſerve. him in the 
work of the Miniſtry in Halcyon, and ſe- 
renc days?- when the Sun of outward pro- 
ſperity ſhines bright upon you? when it 
confifts with Peace and Plenty ; with 


noob : 
TX 


your credits, with the reſpeRts and honors © 


of the -World ? Is this to anſwer the 
great, and idreadful charge of the Apo- 
tle, 2 Tim. 4- 1, 2+ (which concerns ec 
very Miniſter to the end of the World) 


1 charge thee therefore before God, and the” 


ord os Corift .; who ball Jaage the 


' ard the deed x bs s appearing, and 
'T dom : Preach the Word, Rn 
'out of Seaſon ; (which latter 


wards ar wa Opn Sun 
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"276 ADs PI que pr gs En 
mer Preachers can make 
when accompanied with dangers and dif. 
ficulries, and when it's tobe doneagaint 
humane Laws, in obedience to the Law 
of God the Supream Lepiſi«tor) if theſe 
were your fecrot, and inward though, 
the All-ſceing, and Heart-ſcarching God 
will one day diſcover it, and declare 
(though in a terrible manner) he will not 
be thus mock. | 

Do not all your Titles oblige you to 
{airhfulneſs in your work, what ever- you 
ſuſſer by ir? Tow are called Embaſſadonrs, 
2 Cor. 5. 20. yow are ſo for Chrif: And 
if an Embaſſadour do not boldly aflere 
and maintain the Rights, and honour of 
his Maſter (though there be dangerin fo 
doing) ho deſerves ſevercly to « Tow 
are the Lods Labowrers in his Harveſt, Mate. 
9. 35: Luke 16. 7. 1 Tim. 1. 16, » Cor; 
2. 9. and will you-nor chdure the hear, 
and burden of the day ? row are the Lords 
xhephevds , he hath appeinted-you to feed 
his Flock ; to be the Overſeers theveoff, Adts 
20. 2F. 1 Pet. 5.2. And will you'do this 
only when there is no. dangee } when n@ 
1oboes, and devouring Beaſts: A 
when'wo Storms ariſe? or: will yoo be 
with thom-in the dzy 9nd novin chenight 
fo ? or in the Summer; an4/nee _ 
F344 | ' N« 


i this wooks 


COB WSnALYBUSTD = 


XUM 


LS Ea. did "2, -” 3. Ww- vY 


"of the YH p uh! 
$ - 


Winter ? "Will = then | 
them, and\cave them JOE | 
if ſo, expc& not, as | 

1 "Pei. 5. 4; When the chief, phepd:þ bo 
appear , that ye ſhall receive 8 crows. 
glory that fadeth not away, © You are Goe 
Stewards, 1 (7. 4-1. Ti 8. 7, 
you. then negle& God s houlbold , and 
family, and not provide forthe lame when 
Py meet with trqubles ?* "Is this 6 be 
aithful in the diſcharge of your.Olfiice q 
Or is,this the way to-yender a good.ac> 
count of your, Sonnet at the pleat 
Audit ? You arc Gere t oſtees, wes 
It were his Fec es: Goſpel wil 
Feoffment of uult, $6, 4g 7 
20, It's a moſt” Web and precious, 
poſit um which,God (like.a Feoffor ) ha 
Ces wo, every Manifter to kee 
fafely himſelf, 264 carefully wy a 1 


16 poſterity, , Will-you then bet 
yy 2 Ra 6 fence, and berry Pn: 


Shale e next Generation want this ifi6- 

ſtimable trealgre , for wailt or your labo- 
'riouſneſs, 1 ut, and fu Ne is if 
You above all others contend nor earticſtly 


(Thde 2, wnnind>, oniſtically) ſor the 
i ſaith ; Goa jo, $ dab pur you ne th 


'Miniftry,will never faithfu 
CHE: i. on 


198 9 thrExcellet 
£ pit 'Pilors ; our tecrage mu 
; the Chu by yo : Leno and 
tit fin to the port of Eternity, an 
n of cverlaſting reſt. Will you cheb 
aVc it in the greateſt danger, when the 
wor rough, and raging, and the winds 
uous, and ſo expoſe it'toall 
Geka, —— Quenids ? As if God had 
Na you Pilots only for fair weather 
and: h waters, and would have you 
My to Sea, only as matiy do for The 
pleaſure. ou are, God's Military 
icers, ( in a ſpiritual fenſe) ſet fo 
Jefence of the Gof I, Phil. 1. 17. be 
kt made you his Captains to fight the 
tels of £4 e Lord of Hoſts: you are to 
the Van, and charge in the Front; 
nd Will you be the that will run 
waey,end cowardly quit the Field ? (You 
hh ſuch Captains deſerve to have their 
tamiſſions taken from thein, and their 
Jyords, to their eternal diſgrace and d 
Honour, | broken « over their heads, as 
pom rb Col enormous Courts, = Jf 


Apt: verigely' nilty hereof, Whar 
riley will God do With) You, . or 
will 
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It's truce," yolt may hereby, be-reduc'd to 
poverty; Andweranot the Apoltles ſa? 
x Cor. 4. 31: Faroeues: rate this preſent 
bas we beth hunger and- thirſt, and - arc 


zched, | and' have po cextoin dwelling place, 
an4| labour , \ wi avith our hands, Ke. 
And many- more, . who are now 


enriched with the treaſures of Ecernity. 
Poverty: indeed will expoſe you to: con- 
tempt, -and make; you leſs: honourable-in 
thoicyes of:the-world : But what thea, 
did not this bcſal the A likewiſe ? 
1 (or. 4-13 :#e ere made 8: the filth of 


\the world , and are the feſoearing of al 
"'* fe e are 


WHizh everyone brings his filth, and cafts 
ih: Or'hs an'allfion to the lufſtrations; 
lons* in uſe amony the Hes” 
ens 3" wich was done by ſacrificing 
vmto their yods ſome moſt facinorous and 
profligated men, to propitiate' and -ap- 
Peaſe them 'when tlicy apprehended them 
gy: Eſpecially in time of Peftilence, 
uch.comageous infe&ions: which men 

were termed-wiizon,' And fo the mean: 

tas is; wewre ds"diſpicable,” and'as abo- 
mainable; "and 'as © much" loaded with the 
'corſes nd tvombiarions* of - the multi- 
de, #5 thoſe execrable perſons who were 
offered ap' by way of pablick expintion. 
\The other word «www haththe ſame ſenſe 
6d ſipnification:in all:refpetts, and fo'is 

-x' Rherorical amplificarion.')'. Can 

honour then be: at a Jower'ebb, and be 
Mneretid: in" the: duſt; chan- theirs ?- And 
: why ſhoyld you be more” conicernid> for a 
*Iitete lar:breath;,” for- mccr bubble, 
\rhantbey were?? Bur what though: this 
be {ſo in vefpet> of the grouteſt partohthe 
world ;* yet though you) be es. oarias 
Fob, 2youn will the honourable ih!the: eyes 
4 al thoſe thar) bigbby cxali& and-prizc 


> ths 'Gbipeb,:'thacmgaddny 3 ac 
- rhifig; 1 This .yow will befor: 


your: wor 
fate, « Hegel fwbo-g Theh pory 
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dition 'be, 1s Xrignable to his « 

of. Jeſus Chriſt g9d, his Goſpel, and i 

want 'of-the one, hath always ig's oun- 

tion laid-in the wank of the other.) with « 

what an, bumble diſdainful., piince 

then may you pals by, and overlook tha. 

diſreſps, the, ſcorn, and covuny t of. 

others, . Your, Souls bo ibs ney. 

highly gencrous,and m Ir yagied 

then to receiye any jmpre £3 pd Te: 


any. pore Be 5 hereof, What: 
though a Dungh uT a pearl, 
5 For 9r. 1, 
anon. Ee} = : 
ture ; it's a Peart ti Ah 
by a man. 4 bes 5. 
GM Tar | 
clean Feet-in the. mire ; 
all ' with Dirt, it's Gold a 
man... What. though a dull; A vx 
46 when pbalcrucd, ng id appin 
ad ration, of the vulgar, an EE 
e Natures ; f while a m 56 


fromthe ignorance, o7 it 
rous 0a-. 
= trample the purgit 
worth is owned, and acknowlede 
en. with Gold, Rk: 
Crone (45,6 [prightly Seautifiul, 


rreprrfioned Her "Y oe Neck 15, 
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gi Med we Af in bis Ts ren, 
_— 10 theet tht armed men. 
urn. at fear and Ir ubt fea, Wes 
rayweth by buck from” the _ who 
ſwallewet) round wit " 
whd rage: #4 by, among the Lak mw 


Ha, 2 " ſmelleth thi Farvel « far ': 
the Thunder of the Cihtaimt,' ind rhe ſbour- 
ing, Fob. rfl 19, 20,21, 12 23, 24-25.) 
= by without ary* obſervant refpe, 
et is more hip highly vaued, and more 
clghhal Mt rhe th « nobte Spiric. 
) togden ag 
God, ok yg Trexfores be” ho 
ed by "ine like e6 themſetves, whoſe ſbuls 
ar ſordid, "and of a Dunightil conftiturion, 
yer yau  have's Vvercrable refpeR 
and honour thoſs' that have the true 
Scntimeats.thereof; who valoe men, nor 
as Beaſts, but” from an. internal, and in- 
telleQual worth: 
- Bat ſuppoſe you are contemned' of all 


of God; the Crown of Glory ? the 
[onours of the other World, which ſhall 


an in nce, and immortality is sp- 
propriate) be ſufficienfor you, have you 


not. ms rs hereof; "do you wever 
5 


whe Keel |, 


y reaſon of your poverty, yet isnor the 


tly be conferred upon you, (ro which. 


perabunds 
all the contempt, and dike: 
notie' you. mect with in a world (whess 
your worth is not known). for a ſew. days: 
Have you not often preacht up @ liſe'ef 
Faith, and preft others to live, hava'yoy 
notby many rational, and > 
meats urged and perſwaded : 
' couragious, and to liveabeyethe fedy bl 
ſufſpritig, and will you nat live upon yaur 
own Do&rine? will you as & tn- 
for the practical Part? will y9u bathe 
that ſhalt: diſcover. uikclie(?- ſhall 
there be any cauſe to ſay of you, 83 Ghrifs 
ſaid by way: of 8 {martr + 
qeemtion to his Diſei 408 xt 
are ze fearful, O ye of hft4 FAS 
as Adark bath it- why ane gee Je yt 
How is it that ye bave.no.Faith, "(aa if 
weak Faith ſometimes will. Ratxd the Soul 
in no-more ſteed, then If it were 0 
all.) bow unanſwerable 4 thing i34 
before God. þy 1+ 36 
.-k's granted indeed you da. not. 
obliged to preach at al UMNCcs, Bor in 
ci 
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; | ASS ot therfio bit |. 
and pon ruinc, to /\your' ſelves and 
your Congregations and Leer 
oppoſition in one place, preach publick- | 
Iy,:then you-muſt do it-more privatcly, 
and ſecretly. "(which is clear from 'the 
Word'of God): 'For hazards you muſt 
run and dafigers- you muſt expoſe: your 
ſelves to in preaching the! Goſpel eather 
pablickly,- or privately. - And though 
Gad'doth allow'youthe uſe of your own 
Prudence to guide you in the management 
bf this, aſwel-as-other Aﬀeirs 4 yet be- 
wars it be not ſometimes carnal Policy; 
or degenerou' Puſillanimity, that*with- * 
boldsyou from'a more publick appearing 
rob, and-Feſus Chriſt in the diſcharge 


r duty. 
i: Bleſſed! be! God, there” are'"maby of 
5 Who have with wonderful, and 
duable Reſolution, and boldneſs preach» 
tdche Gol 1; whol hope wall tillpers 
rate, any, endure to the end; -Batras 
 forGhoſe'that \ their work, and whol- 
Taſide; 'cither from danger,or becauſe 
haveſound-a more plentiful way of 
liviogia the World (and probably with 
>cacdir;” and reputation) perkiaps 
one-day they may find whar's -hcte alſec- 
edwbeawoth's tf they think there's tp. 
feed/.of: their/ miniſterial :lahoucs: + here 
bis > 1 they; 


Gd 


T_T T..-43-5 


—_ Ac. Ai. A ys 


tl th A a 


XU 


and therefore ſtand obliged by their call-) 
ing, to' go among tholc that. want the; 
Golpel (if theymay —_— to pro- 


it, and plant Chriſtianity. 
Vacs of of-you, 'a30f late, have been ve- 
ry much alarum'd with Popery and do 
Row profeſs great fears of it's gnyveding and. 
overſprcading us, "(though- while | 
Procteftant- Brettiren' were ity a 
condition, were trampled. under pes 
were trod in the. Dirt ;'and their Wounds, 
were bleeding afreſh :(till- his 
mercy-was in ſome mcaſare' & | 
Reſfome to heal mov WE Com _ 
were helping ferwards thear ty 

ro and rejoycing therein ; _—YE 
ſame time, not the edge of ary ons; pat- 
nal Law, and Statute was turned again 
the Rowan Catholicks, nor they in the leaſh 
valgerated and wounded therewith ; Yea 
when at the ſame time they were your ia 
timate-Companions;. and you had. your 
mural Carafſes, none of them were pre> 
fented:gr your Conrts;. for their Nog-cog- 
ſormity,; nor were excommunicated, : 
we:ever p'agued and peſtered with writs | 
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| None ik Bacrligntwpen the Kors 
' like id ges. upon oun- 
tains.) A EOL TOS hn a t 
God prevent) come to approve your 
ahrerrobe firm, and well grounded Pro» 
— «nd of the true _ 
d t hin . | of ing 
Can Goods foe the yeimewarlhip and do- 
Qrins of Jeſs Chrift; [Look to it that 
you leave your Benefices; your Ecclcha. 
tical Dignitics, Promotions and Prefer- 
rents, and that you zealouſly (hew your 
ſelves Non- to the: corrupt, a+ 
dulterated * Romiſh - Do&rines. | Take 
heed that after you have boaſted your 
ſalves fo much ny of all} others) 
to be the'trus Children, and Legitimate 
of: Spring of your Mather the Church, 
ou do-not''at laft publiſh g contra of 
Liatviniony betwixt Her, and his Holineſs 
at Rowe; or at leaſt proftitute her ro his fil. 
thy Stupratious. And bewarer(leait.to 
fave what you have) you do not-(asper- 
fons well Skilled in R ick,) by ſome 
$ywarefis contraft two oppoſite Do@rines 
istq 6ne, or by ſome new contrived Crefis 
fer meddle, and' mixture of them-2o- 
or, ; FP 
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Eotnitly To the people that 'hage- 
them. ot eb duty is not incumbent 
upon your | Miniſters thus to ſuffer, 
but as much upon your {clves : You ard 
apt enough, many of you, to | 
forwards, to adventure their all for Rel 
gion, bur draw back your ſelves : If thigy 
will nor make themſelves poorfor Chiriſt, 
and expoſe their Wives and Childrenito* 
beggery , or much penury and milſcry ; 
then you are apt tor them as'c0- 
vetous, and wor : of 
you will make oriful proviſion for 
your own Families, and Wave hondreds 6 
andthouſands t6 your Children ; Butcon-' * 
cern not your ſelves how little theirs hare | 
or what ich of their Pofteri 


fider, - the —_— oy not = 
nor the great if a 
what aL. o ran Tag by, areell 

Eet me now 'to conclude thy Fries 
- {peak joyhitly to all, and offer s few Argu- 
medrs for Conſideration. 

-"Fitft, Have you not a clad of Wit 
nefſes ? the Hebrews,Primitive Chriſtigns 
without nomber , that have done this ; 
have fuffered the loſs of all things s forthe 
ſake of Chrift? You are rot the q => 
are not called co break the ice, that 

ſhould. thijnF and be RartleJ'ar i. 
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tan Vanenr doth the: Apottle 
—y the ſuffering of a mule bes 
us, why. we ſhould {uffec,; 1 Heb. 224.4. 
Dig God cab us $0, that which never any 
in. the prececding ages of.the Church 
underwent 'and ;ſuffer'd ,.. we might per- 
haps have « becter ples. ang pretence far 
our refuſal, but it is nar ſos; he calls/us, 
togoing beaten path, and.common road ; 
why ſhould, we thegAtick. at it, or be af. 
ſraid. to. enter;,,and hold.on ig.ir? This, 
' © 33-an encouragement to:other Enterpriles. 
and Atchicvemcnrs, and produceth a da- 
ring boldneſs $i pv ey" .and is.it. 
not 95  ratignal i bows heighten 
our courage, 'and pa ail wh us to do 
this? What we better. than ſuch 
multitudes Tk gone before us, that. 
we. ſhould be, cxempt, from. this kind, of 
ſulfering.? or why ſhould our, Eftates be 
prefer'd before Jeſus Chrit, his, Goſpel, 
and pure Worſhip, more thanthcirs ?. or 
can we think to cater into the. fulneſs of 
everlaſting joy in another WY: than hay 
have done ? 
Secondly , Have you. not. many pro: 
miſcs of the faithful God to make 
wild og, and encourage you hercuh: (0. 
is ſo abundantly Gracious, and 
\s that} hs meyer from an ab; _ 
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of the Dravenly M 
| po Power.and Auer, commands 
either to ſerve him, or ſuter ſor him, 
bur be annexeth the promiſe of .an ample 
reward... You do buy loſe, to.gainz you 
do;but make your ſelves paog, 20 6 fs rich. 
Though I might produce, a large Cats» 
logue of Promiſes, .yct that .in Adatth. 19, 
29% {þall ſerye-for, all : Shall this and 0+ 
ther Promiles ” of no. value or account | 
with.us 2 Shall it not hgnific more than 
this world? \ Will we prefer ſome moun- 
t690us Dunghill , or {bining Duſt, and 
Hanh beſogc x ? Certainly if we retuſe to 
do this for. ayp:Lord Jeſus, . this and other 
Peomiles cannot. be- exceeding. great and 
precioug $0-us, as;the Apoſtle Ta » 2 Pet. 
1.4. And hereby 'we do declare to the 
world., that the: Word of God is leſs va- 
lued by us: thay the word of many men 
( who arc of credit and reputation among 
us ;) And that: we actually and practi- 
rally renourice and diſclaim ( though wg 
may .proſels,, and pretend the contrary) 
all right unto, and intereſt in this, and a 
-ocher promiſes, ( that tbe: pages of. the 
Holy Bible. are, b<ſpanglcd with, as the 
Fiemament with Stars y 1r's alſo Gs | 
, hop hereby that we.bave no depen» »- 


to Fae, th ems. they are not the B *\0q 
lood of any Fab WE 
- \h F 
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ſupport of our Spirits ; but that they are 
ey Jiportlddcrs, "and Gans as much 
& riothing tous: char they are like 'Wells 
without water ; Breafts without mille; 
.that never revive and refreſh us ; thatwe 
derive and fetch no comfort from. . 'The 
Apoſtle in Heb. ro, 23. makes it a valid 
and nervous Argument why we ſhoold 
hold fa# the profeffion -of our faith; 'be- 
caufe 'he'is farthful that hath promiſed, 
To hold faſt then our poſſefſions, andlet 
po” our profeſſion, is a refle&ing of un- 
airhfolnefs upon God , or 'aſcribing-an 
infofficieny to what he hath promiſed, to 
muke us'happy ; and an implicir-afſerting 
that the "Apoſtles reafon, 15 no reaſon at 
all, 
Thirdly, Conſider Chrift took joyfulty 
the' ſpoiling of all for yout ſakes ; How 
inflnencial then ſhould this be upon your 
fouls ro rake joyfully the ſpoiling of all 
that you have for his ſake ? He that is 
'Lord of all things, was "content to tive 
*nothing'; tobe in a worſe condition then 
the fowls of - ther air, and beaſts of the 
'tarth, Math. 8,20. The foxes heave Holes, 
"and the birds of the air have neſts ; "but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay bid be 
"Fhil: +. 7. The Text tells us, be Salle 
" hini{elf of no reputation Waits, -word hr 


x90 ADiſeoirrle of the Excellency ] 


id worth kicking 
did for yoar ſakes. ' 2 Cdr:3:9. the 


telly'0s, Ther rhough Chrit wat rich, you 
for, $iur ſakes be bicable fuer, that ye thrawh 


bi ptotrty might be' rich, Anat 
SE "the" \ | 
&- 


Gtate, as in'the Tet it is ſhew | 
Chriſt did all this 4s" a" moſt fee 
takidg , 'Whtn We could Jay ho 
- apy. hith, (C but the contrary, wks 
i Sowrenade dim ) 'Buthe having 
voluntarily'ahd freely, ir brings'you 
Utider ' a" neceffary and” indiſpenfible Fla 
gation, ( even by the very law-of Grati- 
tude?) to make your felves/poor for him, 
that be throngh your poverty may be 
rich ; though not in the fame ſence, thar- 
u mighr rich by his ; But that his 
Yes reſt thereby might be advanced, and 
biel light of bis AE | more diffuſed ; and 
much dlbvy' be brought unto his 
7 Arey And oh ! how unthankful, are 
{to their Redeemer , and' how little 
"Ire they-affe&ed with all that he hath | 
eps a0 falleres for them ; that willaoe 4 
Lb canta! with all earthly trealures Ws. 
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condition in this world for him, 


Tag or you from an. Eſtate, and Riches, 
Þo you not.ſce the former frequently? 
\Wealth, food firm, and . fait, hate. it 
-quichly eemoved, and overturned, and. it 
ies away like a Feather, or like the lighe 


"Rarmy Winds,. and the Whirlwinds,hoy 
often dorh God give Riches « Commiſſion 
t9 leave ſuch a man, and ſuch a Family 
(perhaps, ſometimes becauſe he who is the 
teat” Hzart-Sercher, knows will peyer 
onourhim..therewith, by ſuffering, the 
"Joſs of them) and when he doth it, who 
"can put atop to them ; how quickly, and 
$64 Firrof ably arc they gone? . as. the 
- "Wiſeman faith, Prov. 23- 5. They make 
themſefves Wings ; they. fly away. as an Eq- 

ple towards Heaven. Fire, and WW. k 
and Winds, and ſometimes the. oak 

_  felf, devours and ſwallows them up, _And 
ſo God after makes. the very Womb 
"wherein, they were firſt conceived, and 
"hich travelled with. them till _it 
"brought them forth,. tobe the Grays that 


"i 


-tothe loweſt . and moſt i206; 


3 . Fourthly,. Confider how ſoon God can | 
j $4. Eſtate, and Riches from 


. many who thought their Mountain | of 


af, and the 1mall Duſt befors. the | 
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firſt ( as it were ) receiv'd their life, chevs 
they (ball receive their degth and deſires 
Qien : And God by «a courſe of ſack 
common Providence doth many times re» 
caland take back from men more, thas 

rhaps they would be neceflitaed to loſe 
or Chrift, had they. but hearts to. dd it. 
How arc weexhorted, and caution'd, not 
to truſt in riches, becauſe they arc uncer< 
tain, 1 Tim. 6. 17. But its plain our de» 
| pendance is upon them ( as durable and 
permanent things,) when we will not part 
with-them for the Goſpel fake: But ſup» 
poſe they do continue with us, and ftick 
cloſe to us; and prove ſaft friends indeed, 
affording all the ſupport and comfort to 
us they can, cloa:hing and fecding us 
moſt ſumpruouſly and deliciouſly , while 
we a& our part upon this terreſtrial Rage; 
yet but & very ſew thoments of time, and 
puffs of breath more muft paſs away, be- 
ſore we take « ſolemn leave of, and bid 
an everlaſting farewell and adiew- to 
them :- Let chem clapſe about us; and let 
us cling nevet ſo {aft about then, yet in- 
flexible death will rend, and tear us cach 
from other. \Perhaps mary mdy think 
within themſelves, and ſay to their ow# 
ſouls, ns 'we have it, Zake 12. 19. Souls” 
you have er gd mg yearr, 
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nagoar caſt';” eat , Avinik," and br mevvyi 
Dub ye /oo/s, do you know how ſoon you 
thal'c face and breathe out.your fouls, give 
up the 'Ghott , and your murmurfing 
breath; and when your fouls are required 
by: God of yau, then as it follows*4n 
&en'z6. Whole (hall all theſe things be 
which/yos have provided ? And not only 
ſo; bur whar relief will they aford to your 
trembling'and amazed fouls, and to your 

gailey, enraged Conſciences. before "the 

Bar of Chriſt,” where you muſt certainly 

ſtand ro be judged for holding faft, and 

kecping- clole your 'goods when you 
ſhould have partcd with them for his 
fake. And as it followeth in vear20. 
{s is he that layeth up treaſures for hingſelf, 
and is nor rich towards God; (and hethit 
makeshimſelf moſt poor for him, is moſt 
rich towards him.) Oh ! how ' much Þ 
more comfortable will che refleion be 1n 
another world; upon all that we ſaſfer the 
Joſs of -for Chriſt,” than upon that which 
xe detain from him, and deny him when 
he ca/ls for it , and-requires it at -owr 
hands. ; Sr 

1: Fifthly; Confider though you "may 
keep your wordly goods: when you thoolt 
parc with them ſor Cherſt'z <andaboupk 
you-may-make your-ſolvesrreb;” _—_— 
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riſh, when others wake thendolves gods ; 

yet all (hall be a curſe, and not a blefling 
$0. you. - Whatever. we withhold from 
God that he calls for, it will prove at 
like 4:h:ns wedg of Gold, an accutl 
thing to us. As God ſuffers many men /\ 

' to wallow in wealth, and increaſe in 

riches, according to the vaſtneſs and vehe- 

-mency of their defires, and moſt infatia- 

ble appetite aſter the ſame, nor for a. bleſ- 

fing, but s curſe to them ( rhough they 

' apprehend it not, but the contrary, 5. 6 

3 that their proſpering after this manner is 

all rather an evidence of God's favour to- 

is wardsthem :). So when we deny God our 

> Eſtates, to advance his Honour and In- 

fi tereſt in the world ; then doth he, as we 

th havre-it in M2. 2. curſe ſuch ble flings, 

tf} though for preſent we feel, -and perceive 
-bÞ it not. - Sometimes indeed the curſe is J 
inf outward and vifible, when God blaſts xl 
he | mens Eſtates, and cauſeth them to wither .4 
ch} and moulder away before their eyes 3 or 
en} after they are dead to melt away like 
ſnow, when their poſterity doth; x 
them. Yet if this-never come: 
yi provesiaward and invivible Cobich os | 

14h more dreadful) « þ rain Y 

ob fothat they never pers 
þ rex: / 'Wharths Pan fps 
Tt COT Os. 
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ing God's gratifying the defires of the 
children of frac! when chey luſted after 
flclh, P/al. 106.15. that he gave them 
their requeſt, but ſcat leanneſs into their 
ſoul ; the ſame*may I ſay concerning 
theſe men for their reſolute and ftrong 
renaciouſneſs of this world, when they 
ſhould adventure and part with it for 
Chritt ; he lets them alone to enjoy it, 
and.. perhaps abundantly to coacervate, 
and add to it; but he at the ſame time 
ſends leanneſs into their ſouls ; the 


Tilt. 


ftarve and famiſh, aud pine away ;z while | 


they ſarten, and fill their Purſes: And as 
the Prophet 7faiah faith, Chap. 10.ver.16. 
(thoogh not in the ſame ſence,) God ſends 
. amorg thele fat ones leanneſs. As the 
Wile mao ſaith, Prov. 11. 25. (to which 
I only allude ) The liberal ſoul ( towards 
God ) {ball be made fat; tt for others, 
be withhalds the dews of hexven from them, 


ena they are not water d from thoſe wpper 


Living ſprings. So that an incurable 
atrophy s now the diſcaſe and diftempcr 
of their ſpirits; . And in this reſpe&t they 
have cauſe to fay as the Prophet ſaid in 
another caſc, 1/e.24.16. Onur leanneſs, our 
leknue(s, wowunte uw! And ſothey would ; 
but" that like _men. that are fone ivr 

hy rcaſon- of a Cachexy, and ancvil diſpo- 
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ficzon of body, they gradually wafte, an 
languilh, and are very inſe e of it, ke- 
cauſe they fecl no pain. WE cin-never 
wilh them as the Apoſtle Fobs did Garzs 
in his third Epiſtle, vey. 2. That above 
all things they may proſper, and be in 
healta, cven as their fouls proſper. This 
is the fin that provokes God ro curſe 
them, as our Saviour did the fruitleſs 
Fig-trcs ; Saying unto them, Le? no 
fruit grow on you bence forward, and for 
ever, And when this'is done; preſently 
they wither away, as there the Text hath 
it; Mitth. 21.19. Many proſcfſors of 
Religion may date their ſpiritual * Jan- 
gviſhments and decays , from the- time 
of their refuſing to ſuffer in this, orother' 
ways for the pure Do&rine of Cliriſt;” A 
refuſal to part with theſe perilhing trea- 
ſures uponthis account, proceeds always 
from an high degree of avarice, and exceſs 
of coverouſneſs, which is the ruſt and can- 
ker of Religion; and having now ob- 
tain'd ſo great a dominion over the ſoul, 
it keeps it wy and chain'd downto this 
Earth, and impriſon'd within the narrow 
confines of this lower world, where itican 
never thrive or flouriſh, it being none of 
its proper Element to abide and converſs- 
'in + for now its at ſo remote a diſtance 
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\ of living waters, and 


from the foun 


the pure ſalubrious freſh gales of heaven, 


( which arc moſt proper for it, and which 
it cannot live and proſper without ) that 
agreat lanquor muſt ſeize upon it, and 
Religion can no longer grow and ſpring 
up in it. . ” This is one of the thorns that 
ſuffocate and chaoks this ſpiritual ſeed, 
Matth. IL 3. 22+ 

Sixthly, and lafily : Confider, if. you 
refuſe to ſuffer the loſs of your Efates for 
Chriſt , he will never own you for his 
Diſciples : This is the very condition 
made by himſelf of true Diſcipleſhip, 
Luke 14 23. $0 likewiſe, whoſoever he be 
of you, that ſorſaketh not all that he hath, 
he cannet be my diſciple. He may be nomi- 
#a/ly, but he cannot be really ſo: And 
its as much as if Chriſt ſhould ſay, Let 
never ſuch an one expe& to be ſaved by 
me, or have any benefit by my bloud ; 
{ will reje& and diſcard him for ever. 
Wovld you have your Redeemer to con- 
fels you: before his Felder, and not be 
alhamed of you, when he cometh in his. 
Glory, accompanied with the Holy An- 
gels? Mark 8, 38. Would you have him 
then, in the peſence and hearing of God, 
Angels, and men, (to your excceding 
great Joy , and eycrlaſting conſolation ) 


ba. 
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ſay, Father lo, here are my.fait and faith... 
fol Eriends, that lovedime more. then. the, 


world, -that gave up their whole hearts,. 
and all thcir affeions to me,..that pre-: 
ferred me before all their outward and 
Earthly comforts , that were Wwilliog' to. 
develt themſclves of all ,,.. to become, 
poor ; chearſully xo ſubmit to the Towel, 
and moſt deſpicable condition for | my; 
ſakes. Thereiore now. let them Fg IE», 
warded with all thy Glory, . with: this. 
incorruptible inheritance, with theſe e. 
terpal 1 rcaſures; or would have him lay. 
to your everlaſting coahuflon.), Theſc are 
the worldlings, and - Earthly minded; 
Wretches z, who [cftcemed a little mojil- 
dring Clay and Durt, before me and: my, 


' Goſpel, they, were for gratilying thein 


ſcafitive Appetites, | than for honouring 
me. I now' am albamed of them, they 
had the Name, but notthe nature of my. 
Deſciples.  Letghem' now eternally. pe- 
riſh, and be fot everbaniſhed thy: preſence 
and ſeparated frog dy Phck, —_ 
.Screnghly, afid Lafly, x00 ill ag 
part with your, Eſtates for bei, .þ | 
will never patt with your Lives, .or..re 
unto Blood jor him ;: if, you wall. not.dg 
the leſſer, you will never dathe: greater, 
Nature doth moſt regret,. and reluQate at 
© 4 this, 


this, itabhors diſſolution, and ſo the con- 
AiR is more ſharp, and the tryal far great- 
er, when you are called to lay down your 
Lives for truth. Itsa ſad Omen that you 
will betray the Cauſc of Chrift, when he 


calls youto be faithſul co the death. Ido 
not much doubt thac mans dying forChriſt 
that can be joyfully poor for him ; but 
he that will not, how can we hope he 


— will endurethe torturing Racks, the tor- 


menting Flames, and fuch crucltics as we 
read the Martyrs in form-r. and latter 
times have done. Though death is worſe 
in the fears of ir, then in the real ſuffgr- 
ing it ; and moſt Mcn that dye anature] 
death, fcel as much (if not more) pain 
than "they that dye a violent one for 
Chriſt, yer becauſe the other is unavoid- 
dble, and irrcfiftable (there being no diſ. 
charg in that War) and tiis being volun- 
tary and chofen, moſt men cannot bring 
their Wills to it. And they whoſe Wills 
are not cfeRually bbwed, 'and inclined to 
the former, there'is little ground to hope. 
they will bo to the latrer. "Let the Cauſe 
be neverſo good, or the ground of their 
ſufferings never ſo clear.” (He that will 
hot endute a ſew drops or a ſhower of 
Rain, it's vety unlikely he will endure « 


bluſtering Tempeſt, ang boiſterous Storm.) . 
p41 3 Thols 
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Thoſe that will be Chrifttans indeed (tho» 
row paced) ſhould inure themſelves to 
hard(hips, like good Souldiers as they 
have opportunities ; and are called there- 
unto, they ſhould proceed from a lower 
to an higer degree, from a leſs toa more 
grievous kind of ſuffering, till they can 
ſuffer to the urmoſt extremity for Chriſt. 
Burt I ſhall ſay no more by way of Argu- 
ments to. perſwade hereunto. I ſhall now 
anſwer an Objetionor two. 


The firft ObjeRion is this, I have much 
to loſe, were it but @ little I could part 
wath it for Chriſt. Cdvſ. 1. Whogave 
thee, or rather lent thee «1! that thou 
hat? whois the high Lord of all thy 
great Poſſeſſions? Jobr.21. Job did acquie - 
elces inGods taking away becaulc ci bis 
giving, and judged it reaſon cnough in ſo 
doing, Why then ſhould not God: 2IV- 
ing, be a reaſon cepent, and ſufiicicnctor 
by leaving all that thou haſt ; ſecing all 

e but Talents that God bath enrruſted 
thee with to improve for his glory. When 
herſore thatultimate end is moge attain'd 
dy lofing, thankceping them, thou tands 
dbliged thereunto; or elſe it's ciear thou 
njoyeſt an Eftate for it's own fake ;* and 
d makeſt a God thereof, or ſelf is thy 
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202 A Pile 
ſuprcam end, and ſo thou: art guilty, of 
damning [dolatry. = 

2+ Conſider the Text; they are Goods 
indchnicely, ſo Mar. 19. 29+ and ſo-the 
quantity, and meaſure, or kind doti:,nok 
alter, nor vary the Caſe, be it more, or 
leſs Chriſt requires of the ; to make an 
offering, of it to him, to maintain his 
Cauſe, and advance his intereſt 4n the 
World. - This will be no Plea at the Bar 
of Chriſt, when thou-art judged for,this 
refuſalto tell him thy Eftate was larger 
then another mans. ,Let-it be never ſo 
voluminous and va, is itof more worth 
than Chrift? and; his Goſpel ? VVhat 
vain things do men make their refuge for 
a while in this VVorld, 

3- He that bath but a little, its his all, 
and as much to him, as all thy Revenues 
are, ſo that in this reſpe& God calls him 
to ſuffer the loſs of as much, as he doth 
thee. This might enlarge but -Lhaftien 
to conclude, and wind up this Diſcourſe. 

4- If thou haſt ſo much thou hat the 
more thcn to glocifie God. with, and in 
this (hould:t thou rejoyce ; as he: that 
hath the higheſt meaſures of Realſon,and: 
Learning, and all antelletual, and cor- 
poreal Abiliments, hath more than others 
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quires, tht all thelc ſbould be imployed 
and improved for this ſupream end; fo he. 
that enjoys moſh of worldly Treaſures, is 
in the bcft capacity to. do what God com- 
mands, in Prov. 3. 9. Honour the Loyd 
with thy Subſtance, and God is never ſo 
highly honoured with that, as when the 
loſs of it is ſuffered for his ſake, as-might. 
be largely, and ſtrongly evinced. 

5. This proves the more rotten at the 
Heart, whatever fair Paint is upon thy 
Face, andone day after all thy mott ſpect 
ous Profeſſion of Religion, thou wilt ap= 
pear no more Religigus than that oung 
man ſpoken of, Math. 19. 22: For its 
not God (the ſupream good God) bur in». 
fcriour good that bath the predominant 
intereſt in thy Hcart, which is damnable 
Hypocrifice. And when thy Heart us eviſe 
cerated, and unboweld, when thy Soul ig 
cxentcrated,ond all its ſecrets expos d to.Q» 
pen veiw, and thy paint falls of before 
the Fire of God's wrath, and the band 
of revengſul juſtice- plucks of thy mask, 
and Vizard than ſhall.it appear to beſa 
Lefore Angels, and men; ; 


>» 
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2. Obje&.The ſccond s,l have a Family 
(VViſe and Children) to pruvide for? 4s. 


1. This relyl:+ſrom intidelicy and. ug: 
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204 A Diſcourſe of the Excellency 
} belief, that thou canft not truſt God wich 
thy Family, in the diſcharge ofthy duty. 
That thou haft Faith co believe no ſurther 
thanthy ſenſe can reach, or thou canſt 
ſce with thy Eyes. Hath God command- 


ed thee to do this, and will he forſake thy 
Wife and Children, when thou art obedi- 
'entto his command. But what fatisfa- 
Rory anſwer can be given to men that are 
under the power of 'unbelief. - | 


2. Confider what an effe&tual courſe 
thoutakeft to provoke God againſt thy 
Family ; how juſtly may that which thou | 
detaineſt, and withholdefſt from God, be 
s conſuming Moth in -all the*rc&, that 
thou hoordeſt, and heapeſt up for tah 
fume & 

3- If thou doſtloſe, or impair thy eſtate 
for God he will cake a more fignal, and e- 
minent care of thy Family, when thowart 
deadand laid intby Bed of Duſt, thete's 

\ no doubt but the, faithful God, will make | 

.\_good his promiſes to thy Wife and Chil- 

/ dren, a multitude of inftances, might be 
produced to confirm this, 

4+ Be more deeply 'concern'd to get 
thy Children into-Covenant with God ; 
if this once be, he ſtands obliged-ro pro- 
vide for them,only be thou (as thou oughe- 
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of the Heavenly Sabffince. 205 
| | them, as he according to his infinite 
wiſdom,. think fir. It they be not in C0- 
f yenant with him, but diſchedient to his 
t | Laws, and Rebels againſt his Majeſty. ; 
- | they deſerve no Provition (much lels thar 
; which is plentiful, to be Fuel for their 
. Lufts) in this World. 
- -5, [ts better howeyer thy Family ſuffer, 
6 | and bein want for a few days here, than 
| that thy ſoul ſhould eternally periſh here- 
& | -aftcr: It's thy great wiſdom to hazard 
y | the former, rather than the latter : It will 
u | bc little comfort tothy ſoul, when it's in 
xe | unquenchable flames, and ſcels the gnaw- 
at | ings of the never-dying worm ; to refle&t 
h | upon a. large Eftate, and treaſure left to 
x & iſe,” and Children! Having ſaid 
te | all this, let me now defire you to keep 
e- | out'of your hearts, what you have in your 
rt | hands; with the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 12. 
e's Know both how to be abaſed, and how to 
ke | abound: every where, and in all things to 
be inſtrufted both to be fall and to be hun- 
be | gry, both to abound and to ſuffer need, Get 
your affe tions fixt wpon things that are «- 
7et| | bove, Col. 3.2, Eyc and view more this 
4-1 better andenduring ſubſtance frequently, 
ro-| revolve it in your thoughts, and forſaks 
he- | all chings diſpoſitively, and then it will 
| becafie ro do it declaritively, and a& 
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ally : Then ler perſecucing and ſavgui- 
nary Popery come, or whoever you {hall 
be perſecuted by for your Religion z to 
ſecure your Eſtates, you will not forſake 
the aſſembling of your ſelves togerber-( as 
the © manner of ſome is) Heb. 10. 25. 
purely ro wor{hip your God; if you can» 
not do it publickly, you will privately ; 
that ſo you may poſſeſs this bleſſed 
Sance for cver, Amen. 
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